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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ELLEN ROUSE, a resi-

dent of 57 Lancaster Gate London, W. , Eng-
land,haveinvented anew and useful Tm prm e-

ment in Combined Shoulder-Braces and Sus- |

- penders for Stockings and other Articles of
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Dress, (for which an application for patent has
been filed in Great Britain, dated the 7th of

December, 1898, No. 25,795,) of which the fol-

lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.
This invention relates to combined shoul-
der-braces and suspenders for stockings and

other articles of dress, and has for its pri-

mary object to pr 0V1de a means of support-
ing ladies’ and children’s stockings, under-
warmente, and skirts, whereby to adapt the
device to fulfil the function of a shoulder-
brace calculated to promote an erect carriage
of the figure without causing discomfort or

irksome constr aint, the device being readily |

adjustable to suit ﬁﬂ'm es of d1fferent degrees
of fullness and hewht and being capable of
yielding to all the movements of the body,
whether in walking, eycling, rowing, or other
active exercise. The combined shoulder-
braces and suspen ders are also applicable for
supporting men’s drawers, pmtlcularly when
riding or huntmﬂ' |

The combined suspendere and shoulde1-
braces will be described as applied for sup-
porting ladies’ stockings and with reference
to the accompanying drawmws wherein 1

have illustrated, in— -
Figure 1, the dewce as worn, while Fms !

2 and 3 show detail face and perspective views
of themeans by which the crossing-point and

the adjustment for 1enfr13h of the eheulder-_*

stlaps are effected.

In the case of steckmO' -suspenders the at-
tachments to the stoekmﬂ' consist of, prefer-
ably, for each stocking, a pair of ehpb a, such
as generally used for thet purpose, ettached
to tebs or short divergent lengths of web b,
connected to a buekle e, formmn’ a common
point of attachment to the main members of
thesuspenders. Thesuspendersdand shoul-

der-braces d' may consist of one continuous |
length of elastic webbing crossing dlao’onally
at about the middle of the back, passing over
the shoulders in the form of loops d’ and
again crossing the back horizontally, the com-
mon erossmg-pomt being determined by a

- through holes g ¢.

| sort of shp buckle device ¢, by means where-

of the adjustment for the lenn'th of the loops

d’ to suit the figure of the wearer may be ef- 55

fected. This devwe comprises a metal disk
e, having two sets of slots 77, ' 7/, approxi-

_mately at right angles to each other and

adapted to give passage to the diagonally-

crossed members d d of the web, which are 6o

led each through two opposite slots f for f’
£', so that they lie across each other on the
face of the disk, as shown in a slightly-loos-
ened form in the perspective view, Kig. 3.

pass beneath the arms and across the back
horizontally, as at d*, cross the under face of
the disk, as shown by dotted lines, and are
made fast to the disk by stitches passing

the Webbing may be inelastic—for instance,
that portion between the points d? d?, Fig. 1,
or at other suitable points. 'The crossing of

the webs at the rear face of the disk is con-
‘cealed by a covering-disk A, of soft leather, 75

secured to the metal disk e by the stltchee

passing through the holes g and by other-”
‘stitches passing through other holes ¢’. The

disk e acts as a slip-buckle, the mere pas-

‘The parts of the shoulder-braces d' which 65

In practice a portion of 7o

sage of the diagonal members of the webs d 8o

throu-:rh the pairs of slots ff and f' f', as
ehewn insuring the retention of the shoul-
der-lOOps d'at any length of adjustment that
may be given to them without the necessity

of any more positive engagement, while en- 85

abling the adjustment of the shoulder-loops

to be varied at will, the buckles ¢ coacting -

therewith in varying the adjustment for
length of the main members d.

In applying the device to the support of 9o

other carments than stockings the main mem-

bers d would be shorter and may either ter-

minate in tabs provided with elips a,such as

‘above described, or be provided with but-

tonhole-tabs or other means of attachment, 95

according to the kind of garment, it being
understood that the particular form or kmd
of means employed is not 1nvolved in the
present invention.

I claim— |

‘The herein- described shoulder-braces and’

| suspenders compr ising a slip-buckle having

two pairs of diametr 1eally opposite slots and
apertures near its edge between the slots, a
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webbing extending across one face of said | the stockings of the wearer, and a covering

buckle and having stitches passing there- | having stitches passing therethrough and

through and through opposite apertures | through the other apertures of the buckle

whereby to be attached fixedly to the buckle, | whereby it is attached to the rear face of the 15
5 the ends of said webbing being formed into | latter, as and for the purpose set forth,

loops adapted to be placed over the shoulders Signed by the said ELLEN ROUSE this 5th

of the wearer, and passed downward through | day of July, 1899.

diagonal slots of the buckle between the ELLEN ROUSE.
same and that portion of the webbing at- In presence of—
10 tached to said buckle, the lower ends of said T. W. KENNARD,

webbing being adapted for connection with | C. G. CLARK.
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