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To all whom it may concern:

Ie it known that I, RicaarDp B. HAMEL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bell-
port, in the county of Suffollt and State of
New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Deckings, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing, in which the
igure is a side elevation of a boat provided
with my new decking.

My invention relates to deckings or cover-
ings for boats in which the deck is or may be
submerged either wholly or partially, as de-
sired. A familiar example of such a boat is
the ordinary submarine torpedo-boat.

The object of my invention is to provide a

‘means for rendering the movements of such

boats imperceptible when traveling partially
submerged.

My invention consists in the decking and
inthe combinationshereinafter described and
claimed. - |

In the drawing illustrating the principle of
my invention and the best mode now known
to me of applying that principle, D is a sub-
marine boat provided with a decking A. The
decking A is made up of mirrors, which arec
preferably convex outward and may be
formed with ridges or corrugations on their
outer surface. The mirrors are suitably
joined together to form the decking, and the
decking is secured to the boat in any one of
the many appropriate modes known %o those
skilled in the art. The decking is provided
with openings A’, in which are inserted the
upper ends of the pipes E. A suitable pump
B of the ordinary construction is connected
with an opening (not shown) in the side of
the boat and is alse connected with the main
pipe B'. The main pipe B’is connected with

the system of pipes . The construction of
this pumping apparatus and system of dis-

tributing-pipes will be readily understood by

those skilled in the art and will therefore not

‘be further detailed.

Theoperationisasfollows: When the move-
ment of the boat is to be concealed, the boat
Is given the required degree of submergence.
The pump I3 is next set in operation and wa-
ter 1s forced through the pipes E and out of
the openings A’. The water flows over the
decking,and thereflecting-surface of the deck-
Ing gives to the water an appearance very
closely resembling that of ripples on the sur-
face of the ocean. The surface of the declk-
ing is thereby made to blend with the surface
of the surrounding water in appearance, so as
to conceal the boat most effectually.

Theadvantage is obvious. The boatis en-
abled to move without being seen and to ap-
proach the enemy within sure striking dis-
tance. iven if discovered, the boat will be
indistinet, and therefore will be a very poor
target for the enemy.

What I claim is—

1. As anew article of manufacture, a deck-
ing for boats and other vessels made up of cor-
rugated reflectors designed to reflect the light
outwardly.

2. In avessel the combination of a decking
for boats and other vessels made up of re-
flectors designed toreflect thelight outwardly,
with a pumping mechanism adapted to force
water outwardly over the decking.

5. In a vessel, the combination of a decking
for boats and other vessels made up of corru-
gated reflectors designed to reflect the light
outwardly, with a pnmping mechanism adapt-
ed to force water outwardly over the decking.

RICIIARD B. HAMEL.

Witnesses:
JOHN DB. ROBINSON,
DANIEL PrTTY.
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