Patented Nov. 7, 1899.

C. ORDWAY.
BURIAL COUCH AND CASKET.

No. 636,283,

(.h.pplicﬂtinn filed Mar. 25, 1899,)

" (No Model.)

A /4

e nY e =5

7

A

\r

_ .l.“i.-l-_..-. l:l.m .

el amlde e ekl

1._.-._.._,..11...\__,._\..-__.._\_._\.._\.._\_..\.__I___._\_._\_._\.._ln\___._\_.._H.H..\_...‘.._I_..1...\...1...\...\..\....\.;\.‘.\..\..\.‘..\.\\n‘\lq\.\.\.\.\.\.\-\u\“ﬁ.\_h
ol AP W W s Il'.‘. llllllllllll L

-

2

o

i

|
i
1
I
I
|
l
|
|
|
i
|
O
|

™

.

...-..l.___..-l_-l._.l.l.l.lr e W gy - _-II.__.I.III--._.__ _—— -— -

Va4 7 A E |
m .

———

ks Re

]
\

/7

—— .

iy

1/

i ey — sl -'----—i-—-——---l--—'l-l -

N

b
' e
C mam
— e senlie e S CELEE-EEEE A A W T

7’

= g™

“\\\_\L‘_\\.\_\L\.\\ P TT TSI TREETTEETEIITETIT I TSI ITy

e

N

0

|

{

11

§

|

|

|

|

bo

|

1

.

|

|
. o

|

L

TSI TE T ITES:

0

"
A A N e g ey s s sy sl ----r---*
’o, L] L3 L b
A A Y. H‘:'ﬂ'_ -
— e . L o e s e O vy sy . -

- -_-—; il - - T .
L

=2

w
(e ———
[ 4---_ ——
d
2
*—-‘—
|
o)
-
|
-
E

n

[E——

| ey e ol b E v ke S mmk ek o W T R R

Inoe

C/La/r&ar o,
&2/
A

yq

g

‘A w—aj/

I LIY?:

THE NORRIS PETERS CO., PHOTO-LITHD., WASHINGTON, D. C.




UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

~ CHARLES ORDWAY,

'OF TOLEDO, OHIO.

- BURIAL COUCH AND CASKET.
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SEI‘i&l NOI 710,409: (NU model.)

To all wk'om it may concerm:
Be it known that I, CHARLES ORDWAY, a

~ citizen of the United States,residing in the city
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of Toledo, in the county of Lucas and State of
Ohio, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Burial Couches and Caskets, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of same. o

Heretofore various methods of “co fining”

the bodies of deceased persons have been
practiced. More frequently the body dressed
for burial has been placed in a fully lined and
finished casket, where it frequently remains
for a day or more before it is viewed by the
friends. Sometimes it is laid upon a couch-
casket, one side of which is hinged and
swung down, while the 1id is also hinged and
turned up, and sometimes the body is laid
upon an ordinary couch after it is prepared
for burial without special relation to the cas-
ket, and after being viewed by the friends it
is removed from the couch and placed in the
casket. Each of these methods has its objéc-

tions and disadvantages. In the first there |

18 the difficuity of placing the body in the
casket without disarrangement of ihe dress
and the lining of the casket, and when in
place it frequently presents a cramped and
unnatural appearance. There is the added
difficulty of supplying proper refrigeration.
The couch-caskets of the second method are
very expensive and are objectionable by

reason of their additional joints, which seri- |

ouslyinterfere with hermetical sealing, while
the raised lid obstructs the view of the body
from one side. The third method has the
main objection of the first, with the additional
objection that the placing of the body in the
casket must frequently be hurriedly done and

sometimes in the presence of the friends.

It is the object of the present invention to
overcome the defects and objections of these

methods and to mitigate as much as possible

the unpleasant and frequently distressing de-
tails attending the coffining of the dead; and
to this end I provide a burial-couch so con-

structed that it can be readily and conven- -

lently supported with the body lying thereon
upon the top of the casket and at the desired
moment can be quietly and gently lowered to

| ther provide g strip of cloth or other suitable

material,which issoconstructed and arranged
relatively to the couch and casket that it will

serve as a drapery for the casket when the

couchissupported thereon, and will alsoserve
as a suitable lining for the sides and, if de-
sired, for the ends of the casket when the
couch is lowered into the casket.

_The invention consists, stated generally, in
the several featuresof construction and their
combinations in burial couches and caskets,
substantially as hereinafter more fully de-

scribed and claimed.

A form of couch and casket embodying my
invention is illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a top view of the couch sup-
ported upon the top edges of the casket. Fig.

218 a cross-section of the same through the

line 2 2 of Fig.1. Fig. 3 is a cross-section of
the same through the line 3 3 of Fig. 1. Fig.

4 1s an edge view of the couch, showing the

matiress in position and the ends of the lift-
ing and lowering straps, the drapery being
omitted. Figs. 5 and 6 are detail sectional

and plan views showing adjustable supports.

Fig. 7is a cross-section through the parts
shown in Fig. 6, and Fig. 8 is a cross-section
through the line 8 8 of Fig. 1.

In Figs. 1, 2, 3, and S the mattress of the
couch is omitted in order that the construec-
tion and arrangement of the other parts may
be more clearly seen.

In the drawings, A represents the couch,
(omitting the mattress,) and B the casket.
T'he base of the couch may be of any rigid
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material—for instance, a wooden board of a |

width and length to permit it to be readily
lowered into the casket and to fit easily upon
the bottom thereof—and the casket may also
be of any suitable material and shape. |
Secured to the base of the couch at proper
distances from its ends are guides C, prefer-
ably formed from plate or thick sheet metal
and held in place by cotter-pins D or screws
passing through or into the base, as seen in
Figs. 1 and 7, thus forming two guideways E
I, in each of which are located two supports
K K and a spring G, which latter conneects

the supports at their contiguous ends. The
supports and connecting-spring are so related

1ts place in the bottom of the casket, I fur- | in length and capacity that when thesupports

90

95

100




10

15

20

30

35

40

45

50

%

are in their normal position they will lie en-
tirely within the limit of the width of the base
of the couch, as seen in dotted lines In Kig. o.
The spring G is of such contractile strength
that when the supports are drawn out or ex-
tended beyond the guideway to override and
rest upon the edges of the casket, as seen 1n
full lines in Tig. 5, and are then released
therefrom it will draw the supports back to
their normal position. The supports may be
extended or drawn out against the stress ot
the spring by any convenient means, as by
hand-operated hooks inserted through slots
H, formed in the guides C, and into holes I,
formed in the supports to register with the
slots.

To prevent the supports and their connect-
ing-spring from being moved bodily along the
cuideway E underan unequal pull upon either
of the supports and the consequent difficulty
of centrally supporting the couch on the cas-
ket, a stop is provided to hold the supports
from moving in opposite directions beyond &
certain limit. As shown in the drawings, a
stop or projection J is fixed to each support,
so that when the supports are in their nor-
mal position it will bear against the head of
theslotadjacent the spring. Bythisarrange-

ment of parts the opposite supports can be
pulled out or extended at different times

without materially affectjng the position of
the central part of the spring. |

To provide a drapery for the casket when
the couch is supported on the top edges there-
of which shall serve as a casket-lining when
the couch is lowered to its final position, a
strip of cloth L or other material suitable for
a casket-lining, for convenience called *‘ dra-
pery lining,” having a width preferably
slightly greater than the depth of the casket,
is secured to the couch conveniently by nail-
ing one of its edges to the edges of the base
of the couch by small tacks. The opposite
edge of the cloth is adjustably secured to the
casket, preferably by pieces of tape M, of

proper number and length, fastened to the

couch in such manner that their ends will un-
derlie the secured edge of the drapery lining.

The free ends of the tapes are preferably

threaded from below upward through staples
N, driven into the interior walls of the sides

~and ends of the casket near their top edges,

53

60

and the free edge of the drapery lining L and
the free ends of the tapes M are united, as
by a row of stitching O, the length of the
tapes and the width of the lining being such
that when the couch rests on the bottom of
the casket the connecting-seam O will be at
the staples and the tapes will have the proper
tension to keep the lining in its desired posi-
tion. When the couch is supported on the
casket, the lining L, properly secured to the
tapes M, naturally hangs below the couch and
forms a tasteful drapery for the sides and
ends of the casket, concealing the tapes and
forming a fitting drapery, as seen in Kig, 2

|
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of the drawings, while the lining and the |
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casket when the couch is lowered are seen in
Figs. 3 and 8.

If desired, the lining when in place in the
casket may be provided with an ornamental
looped edge, as R, which is conveniently
formed by folding the free edge of the lining
material at the time it i8 secured to the tapes
over upon itself and sewing it to the tapes at
the desired distance from the head of the
fold to form a loose folded edge of the de-
sired length.

The couch is preferably provided with
straps K, secured to its base near the ends
thereof and having their ends looped for the
convenient grasp of the hand. These straps
are for convenience in raising, carrying, and
lowering the couch, and after it has been
lowered into the casket the ends of the straps
may be -tucked between the lining and the
sides of the casket and permitted to drop upon
its bottom.

The mattress P is conveniently made in
sections to fit between the guides C on the
base of the couch.

It will be readily seen that the construction
herein described and shown in the drawings
affords simple and effective means for ex-
posing to view a body prepared for burial by

placing it upon a couch supported upon a
draped casket, where it can generally be

viewed to the best advantage and at the de-

sired time for gently lowering the couch and”
-100

its supported body into the casket, by which
act the drapery lining is converted through
its adjustable connection with the casketfrom

| an external drapery into an interior casket-

lining.

It is not intended to limmit the invention to
a construction in which all the features herein
described are present, inasmuch-as the de-
vices set forth for supporting the couch on
the top of the casket are fully operative in
the absence of the drapery lining, and the
drapery lining may beequally operative when
the couch is supported on the casket by other
means than those herein set forth; nor is it
intended to limit the invention to the particu-
lar parts herein described or their special
construction and operation, except as herein-
after claimed.

What is claimed as new 1s—

1. A burial-couch provided with laterally-
adjustable supports, whereby the supports
in their extended position are adapted to sus-
tain the couch on the top of a casket, and in
their indrawn position permit it to be lowered
to the bottom thereof.

2. In a burial-couch, the combination sub-
stantially as set forth, of a transverse guide-
way, laterally-adjustable supports arranged
in such guideway and means for operating
the supports. |

3. In a burial-couch, the combination sub-
stantially as set forth, of a transverse guide-
way, adjustable supports arranged in such
guideway and a spring connecting the adja-
cent ends of the supports and constructed to
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draw and hold them within the width of the
couch. | )

4. In a burial-couch, the combination sub-
stantially as set forth, of a transverse guide-
way, adjustable supports, a device for oper-
ating the supports, and stops or projections,
as J, fixed to the support and arranged to take

against the wall of the guideway, for the pur-

pose set forth. o

9. In a burial-couch, the combination sub-
stantially as set forth, of a transverse guide-
way, supports arranged to slide therein, a de-

vice for moving the supportsin one direction,

slots, as H, in the wall of the guldeway, and
holes, as I, in the supports, for the purpose
set forth. | . . | ~
6. The combination, in a burial-casket and
a couch adapted to support the body and be
lowered into the casket, of a casket-lining se-
cured at one of its edges to the couch, and
means for securing its other edge near the
top edges of the casket, for the purpose set
forth. ‘

. The éombiﬁat’ion, in a burial casket and

T

J

couch, of a strip of cloth, or other suitable ma-
terial for a drapery lining, secured at one of
its edges to the couch, and means for adjust-
ably securing its opposite edge to the casket,
whereby, when the couch is supported on the

25

casket the drapery lining will serve as an ex- 30

ternal drapery to the casket, and when the
couch 18 lowered into the casket the drapery
lining will serve as an interior lining to the
casket. |

8. The combination, in a burial-casket and
couch adapted to support the body and be
lowered into the casket, of a casket-lining and
fastening-tapes secured to the couch and sta-
ples secured to the walls of the casket near

35

their top edges, and ineans, as seam O, for 40

securing the free edge of the lining and the
free ends of the tapes together after the lat-
ter have been threaded through the staples,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.
| CHARLES ORDWAY.
In presence of — -
- JOHN N. MOORE,
JAMES N. CATLOW.
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