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To all whom tt may concern: - |
Beit known thatl, JOHN CALVIN LAMBERT,

of Tonica, in the county of La Salle and State

of Illinois, haveinventedanewand Improved

-Buggy-Top, of which the following is a full,

clear, and exact description.

M'y invention relates to the construction of
buggy-tops, and has for its object to provide
a device wherebythe canopy or top of a buggy
may be conveniently and quickly raised and
lowered by the occupant of the vehicle with-
out reaching to the outside of the top and
whereby the top or canopy may be dropped
or lowered by a rearward movement of the

body of the occupant of the vehicle while the |

occupant is in driving position.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide an attachment of the foregoing charac-
ter that will comprise butifew parts and which
can be economically and conveniently ap-
plied to any folding top for a vehicle, and,
furthermore, to so construct and locate the
attachment that it will not only tend fo
strengthen the structure of the buggy-top,
but will also serve to keep the back curtain

1n proper pomtlon |

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forbh
and pointed out in the claims.

Referenceis to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,
1n which similar eharaeters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a buggy -top
havmg the improvement a,pplled thereto, the
top being shown in standing ]_)OSlthIl in posi-
tivelinesandinfolded pOSlthIl in dotted lines.
Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the buggy-top
and the attachment thereto; and Fig. 3 1s a
plan view of the attachment removed from
the buggy-top,parts of said attachment being
broken away and other parts in section.

A represents the body of a vehicle, B the
seat, and C the bows connected with the seat
and adapted to support the canopy B'.

D represents the main or side braces of a

folding carriage-top, and E the top folding
braees usually employed to effect a break or
fold at the front portion of the canopy. The
main or side brace D consists, as usual, of two

members 10 and 11, the lower member 11 be- |

;

ing pivoted by a pin 13 to the seat and the
upper member 10 being pivoted to the canopy
by a pin 12, and both members 10 and 11 of
the main or side brace D are connected by
the usval middle rule-joint 14. Straps15 are

1 secured to the back of the canopy B’ and to

the back of the seat B, as shown particularly
in Fig. 2, and these straps are located one
near each side of the top. Each strapis pro-
vided between ifs ends with a bearing 16, and
the said bearings 16 receive the end portions
of a rod I, that constitutes the body portion
of the attachment for raising and lowering

the top.

The body-rod I of the attachment is pro-
vided at each end with an arm f, and these
arms extend forwardly at a right angle to the
body portion of the attachment, one at each
side of the said body, and each arm f is made,
preferably, in two sections 17 and 18, connect-
ed by a turnbuckle 19, so that the attachment
may be accommodated to bug goy-tops of dif-
ferent sizes. The outer members 18 of the
side arms f of the attachment are pivoted to
the main or side braces D by the same pivot-
pins employed to form the middle joints 14 of
sald braces, as is particularly shown in Kig.
1. HKach back strap15is preferably provided
with a loop 20 upon its inuner face. 7The body-
rod F may be made in two sections connected
by a turnbuckle, if desired, to facilitate the
adjustmentof the body-rod I to different tops.

In operation, if it be desired to drop the
top, 1t 1s simply necessary for the occupant
of the carriage to incline rearwardly a suffi-
cient distance to force the bar F outward, and
in so doing a break will be made at the mid-
dle joints of the side or main braces and the
top will drop downward and rearward to the
dotted position shown in Fig. 1. Thus it will
be observed that this drop motion of the top
can be readily brought about even when the
horse is unruly and that the necessity of the
operator or driver of the vehicle passing a
hand to the outside to effect a break in the
maln braces, as is customary, is obviated.
Furthermore, when it is desirable to raise the
top it is simply necessary to grasp the loops
20 and draw the top to its upper or normal
position.

The device 18 exceedmgly simple, it is du-
rable anél economie, and it may be 1nexpen-
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sively applied to any folding carriage-top.
The device also adds to the stlenﬂ*th of the

structure of the top, and it is also evident

that the device will serve to keep the back

5 curtain in proper position.
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Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by' Letters
Patent—

1. The combination, with the main or side
braces of a folding e{uu:-:we top, of a bar ar-

ranged to secure the said top at 1ts back por-
tlon sald bar being provided with side arms
plvotally eonneetcd with the middle joints of
the side or main braces, as described.

2. In a folding vehicle-top, side braces, a
bar having arms pivotally attached to the
jointed portions of said main or side braces,
the body of the bar extending at the rear of
the top to which said main or side braces ap-
pertain, and guides for the body portion of
said bar, as and for the purpose set forth.

The combination, with the main or side
bmees of a folding caul‘we -top, of a device
adapted to be operated from the inside of the
carriage-top and to effect the folding or clos-
ing of said top, the said device consisting of

636,150

a body-bararranged to extend across the rear

portion of the vehicle-top, and side arms con-
structed 1n adjustable sections, the side arins
being pivotallv connected with the joints of
the main or side bmees, as and for the pur-
pose specified.

4. The combination, with a folding vehicle-
top, comprising a canopy, pivoted bows, a seat
to which the said bows are pivotally attached,
main or side braces pivotally attached to the
canopy and to the seat, and verfical back
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straps attached to the rear of the canopy and

rear of the seat, said back straps being pro-
vided with bealuws, of a bar passed through
the bearings on the said back straps, for—-
war dly-extendmg arms forming continua-
tions of the ends of said bars, said arms hav-
Ing pivotal engagement with lhe main or side
braces at their middle joints, and loops con-
nected with the inside portions of the back
straps, all being arranged, for the purpose

set forth.
JOHN CALVIN LAMBERT.
Witnesses:
- J. H. HARTENBOWER,
GEO. D. IIILTABRAND
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