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Lo all whom Tt may concern: -

Beit known that I, BERTRAND P. KENYON,
a_citizen of the United States, residing at
Grand Rapids, in the county of Kent and
State of Michigan, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Furniture-Cas-

be a full, clear, and exact desceription of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in

the art to which it appertains to make and use

the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
furniture-casters, and more particularly to
such casters having a pintle-retaining socket
provided with a longitudinally-slitted and re-
duced upper end and a pintle having a bulb-
ous upper end adapted to pass through the
socket and engage the reduced upper end
thereof. In these structures as heretofore
made the pintle engages the interior of the
socket near the respective ends thereof and

- the lateral pressure of the upper end of the
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pintle comes directly upon the reduced u pper
end of the socket, which pressure tends to
spread the upper end of the socket and even-
tually enlarges it, so that it-no longer retains
the pintle. | |

- The object of my invention is to remedy
this defect; and my device consists, essen-

tially, in combining with a socket having a
reduced and slotted upper end a caster hav-
ing a pintle provided with an enlarged upper
end adapted to pass through the socket and
retain the pintle therein, said pintle also hav-
ing a bearing at the lower end to engage the
interior of the socket at the lower end thereof

and also having an enlargement intermediate

1ts ends adapted to engage the interior of the
socket immediately below the reduced and
slotted portion thereof, forming a second
bearing to prevent all lateral strains on the
upper end of the socket, as hereinafter more
fully deseribed, and particularly pointed out
In the claim, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a caster em-
bodying my invention, and Fig. 2 the same
inserted in place for use and with the socket
and surrounding timber in vertical section.

Like letters refer to like parts in both of |

the figures.

)

_ Arepresents the tubular socket, having the
longitudinally-slitted and reduced upperend
B. The caster-pintle C is provided with the
usual bulbous head D, engaged by the re- 5§
duced upper end of the socket and retained
thereby, and also with the usual flange to en-
gage the lower end of the socket and sustain
the load, and also an enlargement above the
flange to form a lower bearing engaging the 6o
interior of the socket at the lower end there-
of, as shown. i
K is an unyielding enlargement of the pin-
tle, which engages the inner surface of the
socket close to the lower ends of the longitu- 6 5
dinal slits therein and forms a bearing for
the pintle, whereby the lateral pressure comes
upon the socket just below and close to the
lower ends of the slots, and the upper end of
‘thesocket is wholly relieved from this strain, 7o
and, furthermore, the socket being at this
part of the full diameter of the opening in
the surrounding timber F and supported
thereby any very heavy lateral pressure of
the pintle thereon tends to press it outward 75
into the wood, and this movement of the
metal of the socket tends to cause the upper
ends of the divided portions of the socket to
press inward more firmly, and thus in no
event can the lateral pressure of the pintle 8o
effect any relaxation of the pintle retaining
hold of the upper end of the socket.
I am aware that in a caster having an un-
slotted tubular socket contracted at the top
a groove has been formed in the pintle oppo- 8s
site this reduced upper end of the socket;
also, that in a caster having an unyielding
socket closed at the top a top and bottom
bearing has been formed on the pintle, be-
tween which is inserted a yielding pintle-re- o]e
tainer. I do not claim such devices, as they
differ materially from a caster having a socket
with a reduced and slotted upper end and a
pintle having an enlargement engaging the
inner surface of the socket close below the 95
slotted portion thereof, as in my device.
‘Having thus fully described my invention, -
what I claim, and wish to secure by Letters
Patent, is— -
The combination of a socket having a re- 100
duced and slotted upper end, a pintle hav-
| iIng an enlarged upper end adapted to pass




through said socket and retain the pintle
therein, said pintle also having an enlarge-
mentatitslowerend forming a bearing adapt-
ed to engage the interior of the socket at the
lower end thereof, said pintle also having an-
other enlargement intermediate its ends and

forming a second bearing adapted to engage |

the interior of the socket, immediately below

the reduced portion thereotf, and prevent any
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| Jateral strains on the upper end of the soekef, 10

substantially as deseribed.
In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.
BERTRAND P. KENYON.

Witnesses:
LUTHER V. MOULTON,
LEwis I£. FLANDERS.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

