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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM GRAY a, 01t1-_

zen of the United States and a remdeut of
Hartfprd in the county of Hartford and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new

and useful Im provements in Coin-Holders for

Telenhone Pay-Stations, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description,

whereby any one skﬂled in-the art can make
and use the same.

"My invention relates to that class of toll-
collecting devices -used in connection with

telephone pay-stations in which the,fact of
payment of toll is indicated ata distance from
the instrument being used; and the ObJth of
"y invention is to prowde a device of ‘this

class in which a coin of the required amount

may be placed in the proper slot preparatory

to indicating the payment or recovered by the
payee at any time before the final operation |
which indicates the payment for the use of
the instrument.

To this end my invention consists in the de-

vice as a whole, in the combination of parts,
and in the details and their combination, as
hereinafter deseribed, and more partloula,rly
pointed out in the clalms

Referring to the drawings, Flgme 1is a

front view of a set of telephone instruments
embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a detail
view, on an enlarged scale, of a portion of a
eom—slot plate, showmg my improvement in
plan view. Fig. 3 is a detail front view of a
portion of a ehannel—board showing my im-
provement on enlarged seale Fig. 4is a de-
tail side or edge view of the same in section
through the coin-channel on dotted lines x «

to retain a coin. Flg 5 1s a like view show-

ing the holder in position to release a coin.
Flg 6is a detail side or edge view, on enlarged
scale, through the coin- channel of a channel-
board on line# vy of Fig. 7 and showing a modi-
fied form of my invention. Fig. 7 1s a detail
front view of the same.

In the accompanying drawin gs the numeral |

1 denotes the backboard, 2 the toll or bat-
tery box, 3 the tla,nsmltter 4 the receiver,
and 5 the magneto bells, of a set of telephone

50 instruments in ¢common use.

- A coin-slot plate 6 is secured to the top of |

the toll-box and 1s prowded with slots 7 for

‘erent denomina-

the reception of coins of dif

tions to be used in payment for such use of

the telephone as may be required. A plunger
8 extends upward through the coin-slot plate
6 and has on 1ts upper end a push-button or
equivalent device 9 and at its lower end is
pivoted to areceiving-lever 10, that 1sin turn
pivoted to a bracket 11, secured to the chan-
nel-board 12. Thischannel-board is provided
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with a channel 13 for directing the movement

of & coin against a gong orlll{e signal device.
(Not shown herein. ) One end of the lever 10

projects into the coin-channel 13 in position

to hold a coin 14 pla,ced in the slot 7. This

receiving-lever in its normal position is so

located that the coin shall project beyond the
outer surface of the coin-slot plate 6 to an ex-
tent to be easily taken, if desired, by the user
of the instrument.

secured to the channel-board 12, one end of
the spring thruasting agamst a pin 16 on the

plunger 8.

In the modified form of the device shown
in Figs. 6 and 7 the plunger 17 is.provided
withacam end 18, adapted toengagea spring-
actuated plate 19. This plate 19 is mounted
on the pldte-su pporting pin 20 and is held nor-
mally against the surface of the channel-
board, as by means of a spring 21. Pins 22
plo,]ect from the plate 19, through the chan-

nel-board, into the coin- cha,nnel Lhelem the

ar rangement and construction of the channel-
board, coin-slot plate, and other parts of the

device being the same as hereinbefore de-

scribed with reference to the other figures.

These pins project in position to retain the
coin with its end projecting beyond the outer
surface of the coin-slot plate in the same man-

ner as described with reference to the lever 10.
In the operation of the device the central

office is called in the usual manner and the

necessary instructions given as to the person
wanted. While the eonnectlons are being

made, the person using the telephone pro-

cures the required coin and deposifs it in the
proper slot in the coin-slot plate 6, thus util-
izing to advantage the time between that of
calling the central office and that of getting the
connectl_ou ‘When the connections are ob-
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_ The lever is held in the
position described by means of a spring 19,
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tained, the plunger 8 is pushed downward, re-
moving the obstruction from the coin-channel
and allowingthecoin to fall in the usnal man-

‘ner to sound a gong or like signal to denote

the payment of the required toll for the use
of the instrument.

If it is found that the required connections
cannot be obtained, the coin may be easily
removed from the slot in the coin-slot plate.

In the devices now in common use the cen-
tral ofiice is called in the manner above de-
scribed, and after the required connections
are made the person using the instrument
places the coin in the slot in the coin-slot
plate and releases the coin, when it falls
through the coin-channel and sounds the
usual signal. By the use of my improved
device the otherwise-wasted time is em ployed
in getting the coin ready and placing it in
the required slot, plenty of time being thus
given for the exercise of proper care to insure
the placing of the coin in the proper slot.

I claim as my invention— |

1. In a toll-collecting device, in combina-
tion, a plate having a coin-slot, a holder lo-
cated in position to retain a coin with its edge
projecting beyond the mouth of the chan inel,
and means for withdrawing the holder from
the channel whereby the coin travels there-
along by its initial force.

2. In a toll-collecting device, in combina-

1;1011 a channel-board llavmn' a coin-channel,
a holdel located in the eha,nnel 1n position to

retain a coin with its edge projecting beyond
the mouth of the channel, and means for with-
drawing the holder from the channel whereby
the coin travels therealong by its initial force.

3. In a toll-collecting device, in combina-
tion, a channel-board having a coin-channel,
a holder with one end projecting into the
channel in position to retain a coin with its

636,135

edge projecting beyond the mouth of the

channel, and a plunger connected with the

holder and adapted to withdraw it from the
channel and allow the coin to travel there-
along by its initial force.

4 In a toll-collecting device, in combina-
tion, a channel-board havmn* a coin-channel,
a plvoted receiving-lever Wlth one end pro-
Jecting into the coin-channel in position to
retain a coin with its edge projecting beyond
the mouth of the channel and a plunger piv-
otally connected with the recewmg-levm and
adapted to withdraw its end from the channel
to release the coin.

5. In a toll-collecting device, in combina-

tion, a coin-slot plate havmﬂ' a coin-slot, a

coin-channel extending from smd eom-slot a
receiving-lever pwotall ysupported at one end
and the othel end extending into said coin-
channel to receive a coin with 1ts edge pro-
jecting from the coin-slot, and a plunger piv-
otally connected to the 1eeelvmtr-lever and
extending through the coin- slot plate and
adapted £0 move the receiving-lever to release
the coin.

6. In a toll-collecting device, in combina-
tion, a channel-board havmn" a coin-channel,
a recen ing-lever pivotally supported at one

‘end and the other end projecting into said

I

1

coin-channel to receive a coin with its edge
projecting out of the mouth of the coin-chan-
nel, a spring to refain the lever normally in
posﬂslon to retain a coin in the channel,
plunger pivotally connected with the rece.w—
ing-lever and adapted to move the lever to re-
lease the coin.

WILLIAM GRAY.

Witnesses:
JOHN R. SLOANE,
WILLIAM H. BARKER.
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