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To all whom it may concermn: - '
Beit known that I, WILLIAM WO0OD ADKINS,
a citizen of the United States,residing at Jack-
sonville, in the county of Kemper and State of
Mississippi, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Hame Attachinents:

~and I do hereby declare the following to be a
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full, elear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same. -

This invention relates to hames, and p(u-
ticularly to fastenings or latches. attached
thereto; and the purpose of the same is to ac-
eommodate an easy apphcatwn or separation
of a tug ortrace-chain in the operation of con-
necting up or disconnecting harness, particu-
larly in heavy draft dppllanees of this.char-
acter. |

Theinvention consists, primarily, of ahame
having a staple secured thereto, a lateh-plate

movably supported by said staple and having

a slotted free end provided with knuckles for
the reception of a coupling pin or bolt, and a
keeper with an angular head attached toone
side of the said latch-plate and shiftable toand
from the head of the coupling pin or bolt to

“hold thelatter in place and against accidental

disengagement.

The 1nvent10n further consists of the detalls
of construction and arrangement of the sev-
eral parts, which will be more fully hereinaf-
ter deserlbed and claimed.

In the aceompanying dmwmﬂ‘s, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a hame, showing the im-
proved fastening or latch thereon and a por-
tion of a tug or tra,ee-cham in dotted lines
and in attaohed position. FHig. 2 is a detail
perspective view of the 1mpr0ved fastening
or latch.

Referring to the drawings, wherein similar

numerals are used to indicate corresponding

- parts in the views, the numeral 1 designates

50

a hame of any preferred form of construction
and material, and at a suitable elevation
thereon a staple 2 is secured. By means of
an inner elongated knuckle 3 a latch-plate 4
is movably connected to the said staple 2,
and the outer free end of the said latch- plate
hasknuckles 5 formed thereon and separated
by a longitudinal slot 6, arranged interme-

diate thereof and extending into the body of

the plate 4. Tooneside of the upper portion
of the plate 4 a keeper 7 1s pivotally secured
and has an angularly-disposed head 8, which
is broader than the body of the keeper, sup-
porting the same and intended to projectover
the npper edge of said plate and also the up-
per tetmmaﬁumn of the top knuckle 5. The
knuckles 5 are adapted to removably receive

a coupling pin or bolt 9, which extends across

the longitudinal slot intermediate of said
knuckles and forms a locking-bearing for the
forward link or other analogous device of a
tug or trace-chain. |

Before the tug or trace-chain is connected
to the improved fastening or latch the parts
will be arranged as shown by Fig. 2 and the

coupling-pin or bolt 9 elevated so as to clear

the entrance to the slot 6. The forward link
or other analogous device of the tug or trace-

| ¢hain is then inserted in the slot 6 until the
opening is in line with the knuckles, and
thereby permit coupling pin or bolt 9 %0 be

pushed down and locked to said tug or trace-
chain in connection with the impr{wed at-

tachment.

After the coupling pin or bolt has been
pushed down toits full'extent and to prevent
accldental displacement thereof the keeper 7
is pushed overinthedirection of the knuckles
5 until the head 8 thereof stands over the

‘head of said coupling pin or bolt, as shown

by Fig. 1. When the said keeper is in this
latter position, it 1s thrown past the center,
and therefore will resistany movements which
tend to effect an unlocking of the same, and
by this means a temporary reliable secure-
ment 18 attained and the coupling pin or bolt

prevented from working upward in the
“knueckles 5.

The said keeper is of such con-
struction that it can be readily turned over

{ manually when desired to disconnect the
parts, and the head of thecoupling pin or bolt -

may then be easily grasped and said device

lifted to disconnect the tug or trace-chain.

The extension of the slot 6 into the body of

i the latch-plate is to accommodate the move-

ment of the front link or other device of the
tugor trace-chain asufficient distance to bring
the opening through which the coupling pin

or bolt is to pass in proper ahnement for se-

curing purposes.

It will be observed that the lmproved fa,s—
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tening or lateh is of a very simple nature and
that the bearing and strain of the tug or trace-
chain is brought directly on the said coupling
pin or bolt and ftransmitted through the
latch-plate to the staple 2. 1t 1s also pro-
posed to have the slot 6 medially located in
the plate 4, so as to equalize the strain or
tension and overcome any irregularities in
wear and also obviate as much as possible
buckling or bending of said plate 4.

The improved fastening will not materi-
ally add to the cost of the hame to which it
is applied, because it includes a simple plate
with knuckles at opposite ends, as set forth
and constituting the main part of the device.
The keeper is also simple in its mode of at-
tachment and construction, and all parts are
of course made of metal, it being preferred
that the coupling pin or bolt 9 be harder than
the plate 4.

IHaving thus described the invention, what
1s claimed as new 1s—

The improved hame attachment herein de-

seribed, consisting of a plate having at one
end an elongated knuckle to receive a staple
on a hame, a longitudinal slot at the oppo-
site end of said plate open at the outer end
with a knuckle upon each side of the outer
end of the slot, a coupling-bolt adapted to
engage in the outer knucklesand to traverse
said slgt, and a keeper consisting of a sub-
stantially vertical arm pivotally mounted on
said plate in proximity to the inner end of
sald slot and having an angularly-disposed
head extending across the upper edge of the
plate and to engage over the head of the
coupling-bolt after the latter is inserted In
the knuckles, all substantially as shown and
described.
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In testimony whereof I affix my signature 4o

in presence of fwo witnesses.
WILLIAM WOOD ADKINS.

Witnesses: .
J. A. ADAMS,
W. . WILKERSON.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

