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To all whom it may concermn:

Beitknown that I, ANDREW L. HENRY,a citi-
zen of the United Sta,tes residing at Ladoh
in the county of Montgomery a,nd State of In-
diana, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Mail Receiving and Deliv-
ering Apparatus, of which the following is a
specification.

In the distribution and collection of mail
by vehicles in the country in what is known
as the ‘‘rural delivery system” much of the

time of the mail-carriers is consumed 1n dis-

mounting from and remounting to the vehicles
used by them in performing thelr work of de-
livering to and colleeting from the mail-boxes
along theirroutes. In melement weatheralso

- the exposure thus incurred is destructive to
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comfort and dangerous to health.

The object of my invention is to provide a

means whereby the collection and delivery
may be so manipulated as to render dismount-

ing on the part of the carrier unnecessary;

and its essential characteristic consists in an
arrangement of the mail-box by which it shall
be maintained in proper position when atrest,
but which admits of its movement .to such a

degree as enables its convenient handling
from the vehicles by the carrier without dls-_-

mounting,
The accompanying drawing, which is made
a part hereof and on which similar reference

characters indicate similar parts, is an eleva-

tion of such an apparatus asit appears in use,
as when mail is being faken from and deliv-
ered thereto by a mail-carrier in a vehicle.
The position when the apparatus is at restis

~shown by dotted lines.
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lhaveshownthe box 1attached tooneend of
a chain 2, which chain passes through a perfo-

ration in a post 3 and is provided with a coun- |

terweight4 upontheoppositeend. The mail-
carrier 1n using a box of this kind may have
a handle 5, adapted to hook into a ring on the
box or into a link of the chain near the box,
by which he may draw said box before hlm
The weight 4 is sufl
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iciently heavy, so that |

when the apparatus is released 1t returns to
and remains in the position indicated by the
dotted lines, with the box on one side of the
post near the top and the weight on the other
sidenearthebottom. Thepostandchainand
box may be made of any required strength,

so as that it shall be secure from removal,

and the structures may be positioned in con-
vénient localities at the points where mail 1s
to be delivered and collected, so that the mail-
carrier can drive close to them and receive
and deliver mail conveniently and quickly,
as will be readily understood.

By the use of this invention much time is
saved, so that one carrier can do more work,
thus making it possible to lengthen the routes
and, by reducing the total number of carriers,
lessen the expense of covering any given
amount of territory. The handling of mail

is also done in the wagon under cover, so that

it is never exposed to rain or snow.

It is obvious that many changes may be
made in the construction and arrangement of
this apparatus without departing from my in-
vention, the essential characteristics being;
asabovestated,withoutregard to constructive
details, and T desn:-e to be understood as claim-

ing the apparatus broadly.

Ha,vmn* thus fully desceribed my said inven-
tion, What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

A malil receiving and delivering apparatus
consisting of a suitable support, a mail-box
yvieldingly mounted on such a support where-
by 1t is capable of being moved toward a car-
rier for the purpose of receiving and deliver-
ing mail, and means whereby it is returned
to position when released, substantially as
and for the purposes set forth. *

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

hand and seal, at Indianapolis, Indiana, this
9th day of September, A. D. 1899. |
. ANDREW L. HENRY. |[L.s.]
Witnesses: |
CHESTER BRADFORD,
JAMES A. WALSH.
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