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16 all whom it may conecern.

Beit knownthat I, JOHN JIENRY MENKENS,
a citizen of the United States, residing in the
city of New York, State of New York, have
invented a new and useful Tmprovement in
Aerial Advertising Devices, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to that class of adver-
tising devices displayed at night in the open
alr by means of opaque sheets or screens
upon which advertisements are projected.
IHeretofore these advertising-secreens have
been placed in rigid frames attached to the
walls of buildings or else they have been
stretched across streets and roadways, their
point of attachment being stationary, so that
the screens or sheets remained praectically at
the same vertical height all the time. Bal-
loons have also been used to raise transpar-
encies or luminous letters forming advertise-
ments in the air, this system necessitating
the pulling down of the balloon every time a
change of advertising matter is made.

1The object of my invention is to cause the
opaque sheets for bearing the projected ad-
vertising matter to be raised at varying
heights in the air above the housetops, there-
by calling the attention of passers-by in a
manner at once startling and novel, and to
project successively upon the raised screens
or sheets a series of advertisements without
bringing down the lifting apparatus, the
source of illumination being external to and
removed from the screens or sheets.

In the practice of my invention I take a
plain or blank opaque sheet of proper dimen-
stons and I provide it with a frame made of
light material, such as wood, alaminium, or
thintubing. Ithenattachthe frame, withits
contained sheet, to the aerostat, consisting of
one or several kites or one or several balloons,
according to the weight to be sustained. I
preferably usekites, asballoonsare expensive
and unreliable, since they may become de-
flated, and thus lose their power tosustain the
welght of the sheet in the air. I prefer to at-

tach the sheet orits frame to the rope holding
the aerostatafterit has been raised uptoa cer-
tain distance above the starting-point. Imay
use guy-ropes attached to any part of the
frame holding the sheet to keep said sheet in

& comparatively quiescent state after it has
been raised to the proper height.

When using my device, I provide a projec-
tion apparatus or stereopticon, such as com-
monly used on stationary screens. I place
this apparatus on a ball-and-socket or uni-
versal joint, so that it may be swung in all
directions. DBy this means figures may be
projected upon the sereen as it is raised or
moved by changes of strength and direction
of the wind. |

In the accompanying drawings, to which

reference shall now be made for a more coimn-~

plete understanding of my invention, Figure
1 represents the device when a balloon is
used as the aerostat. The balloon a, which
is held at the desired elevation by the rope,
cord, or wire ¢, holds in the air the blank orv
plain opaque screen or sheet D, upon which
successive advertisements may be displayed
by means of astereopticon. Fig. 2 represents
the device when kites are used as the aero-
stat. T'wo kites ¢ ¢, shown in the drawings
as of the ordinary diamond shape and pro-
vided with ropes ¢/, are raised in the usual
manner—that is, by running with cords (not
shown) attached to the ecenter of the kite un-
U1l the kite is caughtin the wind. The screen
b is then attached to the ropes e’ and the kites

| permitted to rise by paying out the ropes ¢’ to

carry the screen to the desired height. ‘When
box-Kkites are used, (and I prefer that form,)
the manner of raising the kites is substan-
tially the same as just described. These
kites, however, rise more readily and there-
fore do not require as much running. Pref-
erably with both the ballecon and the kites,
for the purpose of keeping the sheet compar-
atively steady, guy-ropes f are attached to
the frames holding the sheets. The stercop-
ticon d throws the desired advertising matter
on the screen.

In a city the station would usually be on
a roof, so that the advertising would appear
high above surrounding structures, thus at-
tracting unusual attention by its elevated po-
sition. |

I am aware that stereopticons have been
used to project-advertisements on stationary
sheets, and I am also aware that flags have
been raised by means of kites.

I am also
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aware that it has been proposed to raise in- | such as a stercopticon without bringing the ro
ternally or self illuminated advertisements | aerostat down, and mechanism by which the
by means of balloons. I therefore do not | aerostat with the screen may be held at any
claim the same; but desired elevation.

5  What I claim 18— -

As a device for night aerial advertising, an

aerostat having suspended therefrom a blank VWitnesses:
opaque screen adapted to receive successive J. J. SPIES,
advertisements from a projecting apparatus LLOUIS SUDOVIS.

J. . MENIKIEN®.
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