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To all whom it may concern:

- Be it known that we, CHARLES II. COLKITT
and JOEHN W. PENTZ, eitizens of the United
States, residing at Dubois, in the county of

Clearfield and State of Pennsylvania, havein-

vented certain new and useful Improvements
1n Devices for Opening Jars; and we do here-

by declare the following to be a full, clear, and |

exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.
Jars, bottles, and like vessels used for stor-
ing conserved fruits, jJellies, vegetables,
pickles, and the like and sealed by serew-cap

¢losures are difficult of opening after stand-

ing and require the use of an implement or
wrench to start the cap. Such implement
can with equal advantage be used for serew-
ing the cap home or giving the nal turn
thereto |

This invention provides an implement
which will equalize the grip upon all portions
of the cap, thereby obvmtmﬂ' injury to either
the Jar or vessel or to the closure, which will
be convenient of operation,insure a firm and
positive grip being obtained upon the cap,
capable of use in connection with closures of
different size, the clamp band or ring being
removable from the tongs, so as to be replaced
by another of the requir ed size, and which can
be packed and stored in a small space.

Theimprovement consists of a pairof tongs
having their jaws divergent and formed in
theirinner faces, adjacent to their ferminals,
with recesses and having theinner corners of
thesald terminals maderoundingand notched

and formed with shoulders intermediate the |

said recesses and notches, and an intercepted
springringor band having disk-like terminals
or heads notched in the edges adjacent to the
body ormain portion of the ringto receive the
aforesaid shoulders of the jaws of the tongs.

The improvement also consists of the novel
features and details of construction which
hereinafter will be more fully deseribed and
claimed. _

Within the scope of the invention various
changes in the form, proportion, and minor

‘details of construction may be made without

departing from or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages of the invention.

. In the drawings, Figure 11is a plan view of

the device. Fig. 2 18 a detail view of the
spring elampring or band. Fig. 3 is adetail
perspectwe view of & Jaw
view. |

Fiﬂ*. 4 is a detail

55

Corresponding and like parts are referred

to in the following description and indicated

in-all the views of the dmw ngs by the same

reference characters.

The tongs 1 consist of companivn levers 2,
crossing near their front ends and pivotally
connected, the crossing portions being ex-
panded and halved, so as to admit of the le-
vers lying in the same plane.” The jaws 3
have their inner corners made rounding and

formed with recesses 4 in their inner faces

adjacent to their terminals, said recesses be-
ing approximately of half-round outline to
conform to the disk-shaped heads provided

at the terminals of the intercepted spring

clamp ring or band 5. The round corners of
the jaws are formed with notches or depres-
sions 6, which form seats to. receive the por-

tions of the clamp-ring 5 adjacent to their

headed terminals. Shoulders 7 are formed
intermediate of therecesses4 andthe notches
or depressions 6 and are adapted to interlock
with the headed ends of the clamp-ring 5 by
entering the nofches thereof. The levers 2
have a limited opening and closing move-
ment, saild movements being controlled by
the shoulders formed at the ends of the re-
cesses in the sides of the leversat their points

of crossing.
The spring clamp ring or band 5 is formed

of a lenﬂ'th of spring-wire bent into approxi-
mately eircular outline, the terminals being
spaced apart a short distance and formed
with heads S of approximately disk form and
having notches 9 in their edges adjacent to
the body portion of thering,and whichnotches
are adapted to receive the shoulders 7 of the
jaws 3. The heads § are flat and enter the
recesses 4, whereas the portions of the ring
adjacent, to the heads enter the notches or
depressions 6. The wails of the recesses 4
and depressions 0 embrace the sides of the
terminal portions of the ring and hold the
latter in the plane of the tonfrs and prevent
any appreciable lateral play thereof. The

| spring clamp-ring is normally under tension
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and exerts an outward pressure against the | disk form to enter the said recesses and pro-

inner faces of the jaws 3,s0 as to hold them

separated or splead

The clamp-ring can be readily applied or
disconnected from the tongs by compressing
the terminal portions so as to withdraw one
or both heads 8 from the recesses 4. 7This
construction admits of a clamp-ring of re-
quired size being applied to the tongs, so as

to adapt the implement to any required size |

of screw cap orclosure of a jar or like vessel.

In practice the clamp-ring is passed over
the serew-cap and the ends of the levers 2 are
compressed, thereby contracting the clamp-
ring and causing it to grip the cap in such a
manner as to equalize the strain upon all por-
tions and prevent possible siipping.

It is to be understood that several clamp
rings of different sizes will be provided with
a smfﬂe pair of tongs, so asto beinterchange-
ably ’Lpphed ther eto whereby the range of
usefulness of the device is increased.

Having thus desceribed the invention, what
is claimed as new 15—

1. Animplement of the characterset forth,
comprising a pair of tongs having recessesin
the inner faces of the jaws adjacent to their
outer ends and having shoulders at the outer
ends of saidrecesses, and a springciamp-ring
intercepted and having the intercepted ter-
minals provided with heads of approximately

vided with notches adjacent to the body of

the ring to receive the aforementioned shoul-
ders, as and for the purpose set forth.
2. The herein-described implement for the

purposes set forth, consisting of a pair of

tongs having the inner corners of the jaws

made 10undmﬂ and formed with depressions,
and having recesses in theinner faces of the
jaws, and shouldels intermediate of the said
depressions and recesses, and an intercepted
spring clamp-ring havingits terminals formed
with heads of approximately disk form and
notched in the edges adjacent to the body of

the ring toreceive the aforementioned shoul-

ders, the heads entering the recesses of the
jaws and the portions of the ring adjacent to
the heads entering the. deplessums of said
jaws, the parts bemn' combined to admit of
the detachment of the clamp-ring from the
tongs and the spread of the latter by the ten-
sion of the clamp-ring, substantially in the
manner specified.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES H. COLKITT. [L.s.
JOHN W. PENTZ. | L. 8.
‘Witnesses:
SHERIDAN J. DALY,
W. C. PENTZ.
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