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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, ROBERT JOHN W YLIE, a
citizen of the United States residing at Brook-—
lyn, in the county of Poweshiek and State of
lowa, have invented a new and useful Check-
ing or Unchecking Device, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
devices for checking and unchecking horses:
and the prime purpose is to provide improved
means adapted to be operated by the driver
without leaving his seat in the vehicle for the
purpose of releasing the checkrein from a
check-hook on the harness-saddle or to draw
back on the checkrein, so as to engage the
latter with the check-hook in order to make
the animal hold its head up in the air, such
appliance being especially serviceable when
driving one or a team of high-spirited ani-
mals.

A further object of the invention is to pro-

vide means which may be readily applied to
the saddle of an ordinary harness and to se-

cure a firm metallic bearing for the slide of
the checkrein when the latter is engaged with
the check-hook, thus minimizing chafing and
wearon theadjusting-line by which the check-
rein is controlled.

A fuarther purpose of the invention is te
provide a slide which engages with the check-
rein 1n a manner to prevent accidental sepa-
ration of the parts, but which permits said
rein to be readily connected or disconnected
by hand.

With these ends in view the invention con-
sistsinthenovel combination of elements and

which will be hereinafiter fully described and
claimed.

To enable others to understand the inven-
tion, I have illustrated the preferred embodi-
ment thereof in the aecompanylnw dmwmﬂ's,
forming a part of this specification, and in
which— |

Iigure 1 is an elevation of a harness applied
to a horse and showing the application to the
harness of my improved device for checking
and unchecking. Fig. 2 i1s a detaill perspec-
tive view of the check-hook adjusted to the
position which i1t assumesin order to hold the
checkrein and its slide. Fig. 3 1is an eleva-

coming in contact with said saddle.

| the ring and its slide to move forward on the

adjusting-line fo uncheck the animal. Fig.
4 is a detail perspective view of the check-
rein-slide.

Like numerals of reference denote like and
corresponding parts in each of the several fig-
ures of the drawings.

In Fig.1of the drawings I have represent-
ed a sufficient portion of a harness for those
skilled in the art to understand the applica-
tion of my improved checking and uncheck-
ing device, and in said figure the numeral 10
designates the hamess—saddle, 11 the back
and hip straps, and 12 the checkrein. These
portions of the harness are specifically re-
ferred to because the elements of myimprove-
ment are adapted for use in connection there-
with; but it is to be understood that I do not
confine myself to any construction of said
elements or to any particular type of harness,
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as it 1s evident that my improvement may be .

used in connection with any style of harness.

The pivoted check-hook forming one of the
elements of myinvention 1s mounted or sup-
ported on a base 13, which is provided with
perforated feet or flan ges 14. Said base-plate
1s designed to be apphed to the harness-sad-
dle, and it is fastened firmly thereto by rivets
15 or their equivalents, which pass through
the perforated feet 14 and are secured in or
to the saddle 10. This base 13 is provided
or formed with a curved arm 16, which ex-
tends in a rearward and upward direction
from the base and is of a length sufficient to
support the pivoted check-hook a proper dis-
tance above the harness-saddle forsaid check-
hook to work or play on its pivot without
In the
drawings the base-plate is represented as con-

| sisting of two pleces and thearm isin a sepa-

rate piece from the pieces of the base, all three
of the parts being united firmly tog rether by
a transverse 11\7613 but it is ewdent that the
base and its arm may be cast in a single plece.

17 designates a lever serving the purposes
of a check-hook, which is pivoted centrally to
the free rear extremity.of the curved arm 16.
The pivot 18 passes through the middle of
said lever, thus giving to the hook the appear-
ance of having two arms. This lever is rep-
resented as consisting of parallel plates 19,

tion with the check-hook reversed to allow | which are firmly riveted together at one end,
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asat 20, and the other end of this double- plate
lever is provided with a transverse pin 21,
that serves to fasten the plates together and
which has its ends prolonged or e\tended be-

s yond opposite sides of the lever 17 for the

purpose of forming stops adapted to abub
against the base 13 and limit the forward
movement of the lower end of said lever when
the rein-slide pulls against the latter. Al-

10 though I have shown this lever asconsisting

of plates which are united by the rivets or
pins, I would have it understood that theright

is reserved to cast the lever in a single picce,

and such cast-metal lever should preferably

15 contain a slot for the reception of the arm 106,
on which the double-armed leveristo be piv-
oted. The lever is curved throughout 1its
length, and the arm of the lever on one side

of its pivot is curved in a reverse direction

20 to the curvature of the other arm on the op-
posite side of the pivot 18. The lever 1s ar-
ranged in a vertical position, and at the end
having the rivet 20 a loop or eye 22 1s made
fast with the lever. This loop or eye lies 1n

2¢ the plane of the leverand it provides for the
attachment of one end of the adjusting-line
23. Thisadjusting-line may consist of a cord,
strap, or other connection of a length sufﬁ-
cient to extend from the saddle over the dash-

30 board of the vehicle which is occupied by the
driver, and this adjusting-line is designed to

be detachably fastened to the vehicle-body
so as to be within convenient reach of the
driver. The adjusting-line 1s doubled or

35 leoped, and one end thereof is fastened to the
loop 22 at one end of the pivoted lever, while
its other end 1s fastened to the stop- pln 21, as
clearly shown by Fig. 2. The doubled adjust-
ing-line 1s thus ﬂttached to opposite ends of

40 1he centrally-pivoted lever, and one strand
or other of this line may be pulled to turn the
lever on its pivot. The hip or back strap 11

of the harness is provided with a guide-eye
24, through which the adjusting-line is car-

45 ried, sothat it may be confined out of the way
of the driving-reins and be prevented from

eutanfﬂemem therewith.

Aeemdmn‘ to my invention a rein-slide 23

18 eo_mected detachably with the checkrein

so 12, and this rein-slide 1s adapted to fit on the

adjusting - line 25 or around the lever 17.
This rein-slide 1s In a single piece of metal,
having a loop 26, the vertical arms 27, and
the offstanding hooks 28.  (See Fig. 4.) The
sg arms 27 lie at right angles to the plane of the
loop 26, and the hoolks 28 extend in opposite
directions from the said arms. The loop 206
of thisslide is carved slightly for the purpose
of riding eastily and freely over the lover when
6o the adjusting-line 25 is drawn taut to pull the
slide 25 in a backward direction for the loop
26 to engage with the lever. 'The bight or
looped end of the checkrein is fitted around
the arms 27 of the slide 25 soas to lie within
605 the ofistanding hooks 28, and this bight of

the checkrein is free to slip around the arms )

275 but 1t cannot become disengaged accl-

- portion of the lever below 1ts pivot 18.

b

dentally from the slide, because the loop 26
prevents displacement of the checkrein in
one direction, while the hooks 28 obviate
movement of the checkrein in the opposite
direction.

The operation is as follows: The base 13 18
fastened firmly to the harness-saddle, and
the guide-loop 24 is secured to the hip or
back strap. The slide 251isengaged with the
bight in the checkrein, and the admstmrr line
is passed through the loop of said slide, 1ts
ends are fastened to the loop 22 and the pin
21 at the respective ends of the double-armed
lever, and the doubled line 23 is then led or
carried through the guide-eye 24 to a point
within convenient reach of the driver. The
pivoted lever normally occupies a vertical po-
sition, in which the ends of the pin 21 abut
acgainst the plate 13 to limit the forward move-
ment of the lower portion of said centrally-
pivoted lever 17. In this position of the le-
vertheloop 26 of the rein-slideis fitted against
the lower curved arm of the lever 17, and the
pull or strain of the horse on the checkrein
keeps the slide 25 in engagement with said
lower arm of the lever 17, whereby the pin
21 is pressed by the lever 17 and the slide 25
against the base 13 to maintain the lever 17
in its vertical position. 7To release the slide
25 and the checkrein from engagement with
the lever 17, the operator Dulls on the lower
strand of the line 23, which is attached to
the pin 21, and this strain on the centrally-
pivoted hook moves the latter to a substan-
tially horizontal position and allows the loop
26 of the slide 25 to travel over the lever 17
and to slide upon a portion of the adjust-
ine-line 23. The checkrein and its slide are
thus released from engagement with the lever
to uncheck the animal. To pull the check-
rein back, the driver draws on the other
length of the doubled line 25, which is at-
tached to the loop 22 of the lever, and as this
length of the line is shortened the slide 29
and the checkrein are drawn rearwardly,
so that the loop 26 of the slide will travel over
the lever 17 until said slide bears againstthat
arm of the hook having the pin 21. “T'he
slide having been properly engaged with the
lever while in its horizontal position, a con-
tinued pull on the length of the line attached
to the loop 22 will raise the lever to an up-
richt position and throw the pin 21 in a for-
ward direction to abut against the base 13,
thus limiting the turning movement of the
lever on its pivot&l connection with the base.
The slide 25 transmits the pull of the checlk-
rein to the lever at a point below the pivot

13, and the lever is thus held in its upright

position by the slide and the checkrein as
long as the slide-loop 26 presses against that
The

slide and lever are made of metal, and a firm
metallie bearing is provided for the slide by
the lever when the parts are engaged one
from the other, thus reducing the chafing and
wear on the adjusting-line.
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Changes may be made in the form of some
of the parts while their essential features are
retained and the spirit of the invention em-
bodied. Hence I do not desire to be limited
to the precise form of all the parts asshown,
reserving the right to vary therefrom. -

Having thus described the invention, what

I claim is— .

1. Inadevice forchecking and unchecking,
a rein-slide provided with a loop having arms
which stand at right angles to the plane of
the loop and terminate in the oppositely-ex-

tending overhanging hooks, in combination .

with a checkrein to which the overhanging
hooks of the rein-slide are loosely fitted, a
base having an upwardly-extending arm, a
lever pivoted to said arm of the base and
adapted to engage with -the rein-slide, and
adjusting-lines connected to said lever, for

the purpose described, substantially as set
forth.

e
2

2. Inadevicefor checkingandu nchecking,
the combination of the base having the up-

‘wardly-extended arm, a lever pivoted at an

Intermediate point to the upper end of the
arm, adjusting-lines connected with the op-
posite ends of the lever, the latter in its nor-
malor checked position contacting atone end
with the base and standing in an upwardly
and backwardly inclined position, and a me-
tallic rein -slide detachably receiving the
doubled portion of the checkrein and engag-
ing, when checked, back of the lower end of
the lever and holding it in contact with the
base, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

ROBERT JOHN WYLIE.

Witnesses:

C. T. CARLSON,
FFRED HANSON.

25

30

35




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

