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Lo all whom it may concern:

IBe 1t known that I, HORACE W. PEARSON,
of Portsmouth, in the county of Rockingham
and State of New Hampshire, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
String-Holders for Violins or other Stringed
Instruments, of which the following is a de-
seription Sufﬁclently full, clear, and exact to
enable any person skilled in the art orscience
to which said invention appertains to make
and use the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming part of this
specification, in which~—-

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the tailpiece
of a violin detached from the body; Iig. 2,
an under side view of the same, showing my

‘1mproved string-holder or reel in position;

Fig. 3, a vertical longitudinal section, en-
larged, of the same; and Fig. 4, a plan view
of detalls.

Like letfers of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the different figures of the
dmmnﬂs

It is well known to players of stringed mau-
sicalinstruments, particularly the viclin,that
much difficulty is experienced by thefr equent
breaking of certain strings of high piteh.
This is especially noticeable with what is
known as the *‘ E-string” and results in much
delay and trouble in knotting said string into
the tailpiece and connecting it to the key.
Moreover, these strings are usually construct-
ed of such lengths as to somewhat exceed
thrice the distance from the tailpiece to the
key, the surplus string being permitted to
hang loosely from the key, a constant source
of annoyance to the player. NIy invention is
designed especially to supply an adjustable
holder for this string that will take up the
sarplus, obviate the necessity of knottinginto
the tailpiece, and withal will notin any degree
interfere with the proper tuning or tension-

ing of the string or with the sound of the in-

strument.

The nature and operation of my improve-
ment will be understood from the following
explanation.

In the drawings, A represents a tailpiece
of a violin detached. This pieceisof the or-
dinary form and construction and is attached
to the instrumentin the usual manner. Yor

this reason 1t 18 not deemed essential to 1llus-

(No model.)

trate the neck and body of the violin, as my

improvement is not dependent directly upon
them. The tailplece has the usual string slots
or openings & in ifs forward end and the ¢ open-
ing d for the attaching hook-pin in its outer
end

In convenient position adjacent the slots 0
on the nnder face of the piece A a plate ¢ 1s
secured rigidly by screws. The body of this
plate ¢ is circular (see Iig. 4) and at its pe-
riphery at one side 1s provided with two out-
wardly-tarned lips 2, which form ways or
cguides for a reel hereinafter deseribed. 'L'he
lip 72 nearest the string-hole b also serves as a
bridge for the string K, passing from said reel.
Hecentrically of this circular plate atea hori-
zontally-swinging elamping-lever & is pivoted
of such length that its free end projects out-
side the edge of the tailpiece A. ™This lever
has a Doss or projection m, which overlaps
the plate g, and when the leveris thrown for-
ward, as indicated by dotted lines in IFig. 2,
will not engage said plate, but when tl \TOWN
in the opposiie direction will engage 1t, as
shown.

A reel consisting of a hub p, connecting a
disk-shaped head ¢ with a star-head s, 1s dis-
posed detachablyon the plate g. On thisreel
the li-string is wound. The head ¢ of the
reel 1s a disk that registers with the circular

body of plate ¢ and is held against said plate

by the lips or lugs Ah.

VWhen the locking-lever K is thrown into
dotted position in Fig. 2, the reel bearing the
string may be adjusted on the plate under the
lugs. The string end 1s then passed through
slot b in the tailpiece and sufficiently unreeled
to string the instrument. Then lever /& is
thrown to the right, as viewed 1n Fig. 2, and
its boss or cam m engages the periphery of
the disk ¢ in the direction said reel is rotat-
ing as the string passes off. Said lever be-
ing eccentric of the reel, 1t will lock said reel
against further rofation as fension is put
upon the string in tuning in a manner read-
ily understood by those conversant with such
matters. When the string breaks and it 1s
desired to obtain more, the reel 18 released
fromthe locking-cam and the operation above
described repeated.

Concealed under the tailpiecethe apparatus

| does not present an unusual appearance on
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the violin, and as it does not contact with the

sounding-board interferes in no manner with

the tone of the instrument.
1t is my intention that reels provided with
strings shall be supplied the users, only one

equipment with the base-plate being neces-
sary. |
ITarps, bass viols, mandoling, and any
stringed instrument, 1t will be understood,
may be provided with my improvement, but
1ts especial utility is 1n a violin.

I am aware that the tailpieces of instru-
ments of this class have been employed for
storingsurplusstring. Mydeviceisdesigned,
however, to supply a detachable reel that may
be quickly and easily adjusted and held 1n
place in such manner as not to interfere with
the looks or sound of the instrument.

Having thus explained my invention, what |

20 1 claim 18—

1. The failpiece in combination with the

l
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plate rigidly secured to the under face thereof
and provided with a lip or projection; the le-
ver pivoted tosaid plate; and the string-con-
taining reel detachably secured to sald plate
by said lever and lip, eccentric to the pivot
of said lever substantially as and for the pur-
pose specified.

2. The tailpiece in combination with the
plate secured to the under face thereof and
having the lip, 2y the cam-bearing lever piv-
oted on said plate; the reel fitted to rotate
loosely on said plate eccentric to the lever-
pivot andd provided with the star-wheel, said
lever being arranged to lock said reel to said
lip against rotation when thrown in éne direc-
tion and free said reel when thrown in the op-
posite direction substantially as described.

HORACLE VW. PEARSON.

Witnesses:

NELLIE M. WHIDDEN,
SAMURT R, GARDYNER.
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