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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBERT ELLSWORTH
LIBBY, a citizen of the United States, residing

~at Limerick, in the county of York and State
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of Maine, haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Puzzles, of which the
following is a full and complete spécification,
such as will enable those skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to puzzle and game
devices; and the object thereof is to provide
a puzzle which is simple in construction, but
the solution of which isdifficult, said solution
being capable of accomplishment, however,
by the exercise of care and skill in the manipu-
lation of the device. | |

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specification,of which the accompany-
ing drawings form a part, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved
puzzle, and FKig. 2 a central longitudinal ver-
tical section on the line 2 2.

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication the separate parts of my improve-
ment are designated by the same numerals of
referencein each of the views, and in the prac-
tice of my invention I provide a puzzle box
or case preferably composed of parallel sides
o and parallel ends 6, and said box or case is
provided with a bottom 7and a transparent
top or cover3. 'T'he puzzle box or caseis also
provided with a longitudinal partition 9, by
means of which said box or case is divided
Into an upper compartment 10 and a lower
compariment 11, the upper compartment 10

being preferably deeper than the lower com-
partment 11. -

The partition 9 is composed of flexible ma-

terial—such as rubber, oiled cloth, or other
sultable texile material-—and said partition
1s provided with a plurality of circular open-
ings which are designated, beginning at the
left, by the reference-numerals 12, 13, 14, 15,
16, and 17, and said holes or openings be-
ing preferably six in number. These holes or

openings, as shown, are in line, but they may |

be arranged in any desired manner. The
flexibility of the partition 9 is a vital feature
of the puzzle construction, as it causes added
difficulty to the manipulation of the capsules.
Kach of said holes or openingsisprovided with
a colored border, as shown at 18, the border of

 number 12 being blue, the border of numbers

13 and 16 yellow, the border of numbers 14
and 17 being red, and the border of number
1o green.
holes or openings 16 and 17 are of the same
size and are larger than the remaining holes
or openings, and the partition 9 is also pro-
vided at one corner with another supplemen-

It-will also be observed that the .
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tal hole or opening 19, which is of the same

size as the holes or openings 16 and 17. I
also provide a plurality of oblong capsules 20,
all of which are provided with semicircular
ends, and these capsules are colored to cor-
respond with the borders of the holes or open-
ings 12 to 17. Kach of said capsules is also
provided with a ball or spherical body 21, com-
posed of lead or other suitable material, and
saild capsules in practice are placed in the
upper compartment 10 of the puzzle box or
case. |

By manipulating the puzzle box or case the
capsules 20 may be caused to move around
over the partition 9, the movement of said
capsules being controiled, as will be under-
stood, by the balls or bodies 21, which are free
to move therein, and the puzzle box or case

‘may be manipulated in such manner as to

cause sald capsules to stand in the holes or
openings 12 to 17, as shown in Fig. 2. The

smaller capsules may be passed through the

larger holes or openings, and the solution of
the puzzle consists in manipulating the box
or case S0 as to pass the smaller capsules
through the larger openings 16 and 17 into
the bottom compartment 11, each of said cap-
sules being passed through the hole or open-
ing the color of which corresponds therewith,
and also so as to place each of the larger cap-
sules in an upright position in one of the small
holes the color of which corresponds there-
with.

It is evident that as the partition 91is flexi-
ble the difficulty of the above-described oper-
ation is greatly enhanced, as the capsules al-
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ready seated in the various holes or openings -

will tend to be unseated as the manipulation
of the box continues and extreme delicacy of
operation must be resorted to. |
Afterthe smaller capsules have been passed
through into the bottom compartment, as
above described, they may be passed back

| into the upper compartment through the sup-
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capsules colored similarly to the borders of

” 635,329

plemental opening 19 in the corner of the par- |
tition 9 by inverting the box or case and ma-
nipulating the same so as to pass said small
capsules into the corner in which said sup-

plemental opening 19 1s formed.

The capsules 20 may be composed of any
desired material, and for this purpose either
paper, celluloid, glass, or other suitable sub-
stance may be employed.

My improved puzzle 1s simple i in construe-
tion and operation and well adapted to ac-
complish the purpose for which it 1s intended.

Having fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letlers

1. A puzzle, comprising a box or casing pro-
vided with a transparent topand flexible lon-
gitudinal partition, a plurality of various-
sized holesor openings arranged in a series or
oroup in said partition and provided with
vari-colored borders, an equal number of

said holes and of such size that the smaller

capsules may pass through the larger holes
having borders colored similarly thereto, the
larger eapsules being adapted to stand in the
smaller holes hwmo‘ borders colored snmla,rly
thereto, and a supplemental hole or opening
insaid partitionin one corner thereof through
which the smaller capsules may pass, each of
said capsules being provided with a ball or
weight, substdntlallyas shown and described.

9. In a puzzle of the class described, a box

or casing provided with a flexible partition
havinga plurality of openings, and a plurality

of movable bodies adapted to operate in con-

nection with said flexible partition, substan-
tially as shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 10th
day of December, 1398.

ALBERT DLL&WORT‘II LIBBY.

Witnesses:

LoUIs IIENRY VEILLEUX,
JAY LEE ALEXANDER.,.
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