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To wll whom it may concern

Be it known that I, LoUuls CHANDLER WIT-
KOWSKI, a citizen of the United States of
America, residing at Washington, in the Dis-

s trict of Columbia, have invented certain new
and nseful Improvements in Can-Openers;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tlon such as will enable others skilled in the

10 art to which it appertains to make and use
the same.

My invention relates to can-openers, and
particularly to that class of openers which are
adapted to be applied to the topof acan and

15 given a rotary movement to cut out the same;
and the invention consists of a can-opener
struck up from a single piece of sheet metal
and formed with a pivot-point and a cutting-
point, the can-opener being so counstructed

20 and proportioned that during transportation
it will lie flat on the top of the can without

projecting bevond the edge of the same and

without interfering with_ the cans packed
above and below the same and when applied
2t 10 the end of the can to cut out the same will
project beyond the outer edge thereot to form
an operating-handle. = .
The mventlon also consists in certain other
details of construction, as will be hereinafter
30 described and specifically claimed.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a can-opener made In
accordance with my invention. Fig. 2 18 &
- longitudinal section thereof. Fig.31s a per-
35 Spective view of a.can with my improved cut-
ter in position on the same and ready for ship-
ment. Fig. 4 1s a perspective view of a can
with my opener on the same and in position
for cutting out the top and the end partially
40 cutout. Fig.5isa perspective view of my im-
proved can-opener formed with rolled edges,
and Fig. 6 is a vertical transverse section
through the same on the line of the cutter.
A in the drawings represents my improved
45 can-opener, which is struck up from a single
piece of sheet metal, preferably sheet-steel,
and is formed with a suitable body portwn a,
a downwardly-extending pivot-point o/, and
a downwardly - extendmﬂ‘ cutting - pomt a”.
50 The pivot-point and the cutting - point are

| formed by stamping out the metal and are

preferably in V shape. The cutting-point a*
is preferably curved outwardly,so as to con-
form.to the curvature of the can and to facili-
tate in the cutting operation, and may be 55
adapted to cut on either edge. In forming
the cutting-point the die either has to cut at

an angle to form a cutting edge on the cutter

or the cutting edge has to be formed in any
suitable manner aftel the cutter has been 6o
stamped out, for if the cutter were simply
stamped out vertically without the cutting
edge being formed thereon it would not cut
out the tin. The pivot-pointa’is also curved
outwardly and is formed with a notch a°, 50 63
as to readily engage the end of the can when
applied thereto and lock under the sameé when
the can-opener is drawn forward in the cut-
ting-out operation, by which construction a
very small pivot-point can be used and one 4o
which will readily turn in the end of the can
without making a very large hole or resist the
rotary movement of the can-opener in the
cutting-out operation.

The body portion of the can-opener, being 7s
constructed of sheet metal and being made of
the proper length, can be shipped on top of
the can without extending beyond the edge
thereof, but which when applied to the can
for opening the same will extend beyond the 8o

said outer edge, so as to form a handle a* to
facilitate the GI]ttlI]D‘ out operation.
- As stated abOve, the can - openers are

stamped out of thin sheet-steel and are made

at one operation, thus rendering them very 3s
cheap and light, as well as pla,ctlcal f01 the
purpose mtended

The can-opener may be pr ovided with rolled
edges a’, as shown in Ifigs. 5 and 6, by means
of which construetion all 1iability of the hand Qo
of the operator being cut or in any wise In-
jured in opening & can is avolded. |

A can with which myimproved can-opener
is shipped is preferably provided with a
pocket, recess, or groove b, as shown on the g5
can B in Fws 3 and 4, for ming depression-
points in which the Guttmﬂ*-pomn a* and the
pivot - point of the can - opener rest during
transportation, so as to avold any liability of
said can being accidentally punctured or the roo
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can above it being injured in any way. In-
stead of the depression, pocket, or recess be-
ing made 1n the form of a continuous circle
two separated pockets, recesses, or depres-
sions might be formed and the same oblect
aecomphbhed

The end of the can may be provided with
an index-mark or depression 1n the center to
indicate where the pivot-point is to be passed
through the end in applying the can-opener
to the same.

Having now described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is—

1. As an unploved article of manufacture,

a can-opener stamped from a single piece of
flat thin sheet metal, the body portion of
which is horizontal and flat throughout its
length, said body portion being formed with
a vertically-arranged pivot-point and a ver-
tically-arranged cutting-point both of which
extend from the under side of the opener, at
right angles thereto, said opener having such
a construction and shape as to be capable of
resting flatly on top of the can without ex-
tending beyond the periphery of the can, and
when applied tothe can foropening the same
will project beyond its outer edge to form a
handle, substantially as described. '
2. As an improved article of manufacture,
a can-opener stamped from a single piece of

‘flat thin sheet metal, the body portion of

which is horizontal and flat throughout its

~entire length, sald body portion being formed

635,219

with a vertically-arranged pivot-point and a
vertically - arranged cutting-point both of
which extend fr'om the - under side of the
opener, at right angles thereto, said points
being curved outwardly in horizontal cross-
section and thesaid opener being of such a con-
struction and shape as to be capable of rest-

t'ﬁnn' beyond the periphery thereof during
‘31‘&11sp01'tation, and when applied to the can
for opening the same will project beyond the
outer edge thereof to form a handle, substan-
tially as “described.

3. As an improved article of manufaeture
a can-opener stamped from a single piece of
thin flat sheet metal and having rolled edges
formed by turning the metal over along said

- edges, sald can-opener being formed with a

pivot-point and cutting-point, both of which
extend from the under side of the opener, at
right angles thereto, the body portion of the
opener being horizontal and flat throughout
1ts entire length so as to rest flatly on top of
the can mthout extending beyond the pe-
riphery of the can, and when applied thereto

for opening the same will project beyond the

outer edge thereof to form a handle, substan-

tially as described.

In testimony whereof 1 hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.
LOUIS CHANDLER WITKOWSKI.
Witnesses:
JOHN L. FLETCHER,
EDWARD T'. FENWICK.
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