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To all whom it mai conceriv:
Beitknownthatl, BENJAMI\TF CHILDRESS,

residing at Dublin, in the eounty of Pulaski
and State of Vir ﬂ*mla, haveinventedanewand

useful Locking Hat-Rack and Advertising De-
vice, of Wthh the following is a spemﬁcatwn
ThlS Invention relates generally to hat-

racks, and more partwulmly to an 1mproved |
constructwn of hat-rack intended for hotels,

dining-rooms, and the like.

The object of this invention is to pr 0V1de;
-a hat-rack in which the hat can be so secured

- that 1t will be impossible for any person other
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than the owner of the hat to remove it from
the rack either by mistake or pur pose.
Another object of this invention is to
vide a hat-rack embodying
anism capable of preventing the hat from be-
ing withdrawn, said lockmw mechanism be-
ing automatic so far as its lockmﬂ' operation
18 Goncemed which lock can be Upened only
by its own Speoml key, which key cannot be

pro-

- withdrawn from the lock except after the se-
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curing-bail has been locked in place.
Anothel object of the invention is to pro-
vide an advertising device in connection with
the securing devwe which advertisingdevice
18 brought mto opelatlon when the securing-
bar is opemted
- With these various objects in view my in-

vention consists, essentially, of a hat-rack:
comprising aseriesof separate compartments,’
which compartments have means at the back
to prevent the hat being pushed too far in-.
‘ward, and a pivoted loekmﬂ* or securing bail
at the front capable of bemn* turned down;
across the front of the said compartmentand
locked, whereby it will be impossible to with-
draw the hat without first unlocking the bail;
‘and the invention consists also in conuectm o

the spring-actuated curtain to the lockmw-

. bail, which curtain has advertising mattel
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pr inted thereon and will be unrolled When the

locking-bail is thrown down to secure the hat.

Myinvention consists also in certain details
of construction and novelties of combination,

all of which will be fully described hereinaf tel '

and pointed out in the claims.
In the drawingsforming a part of this spect-

o fication, Figure 7 is aviewshowing my inven-

tlon in use in the lobby of a hotel or dining-

a locking mech-

| I may employ thin boards of su

room. Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail view of
two compartments, showing a hat securedin

jone, the other compar tment being left open.

Fig. 3 is a detail sectional view mken on the
hne 3 3 of Iig, 2.
the locking- d}&k and I*lﬂ" 5 1s a detail Vlew
of the lock detached fmm the rack.

In the practical embodiment of my inven-

tion I employ an end standard A, between
‘which therack proper issupported. Thisrack

consists of a series of separate compartments
B, and in constructing a hat-rack of this de-
Scnptlon I prefer to employ light strips of
wood ; but it will of course be undel stood that
any othel material can be used, if so desired.
In forming the series of eompdltments I

employ a series of horizontal strips C, extend-

ing from one side standard to the othel said
Str’lpb being preferably arranged in hor izontal
series—three ineachser 1esmthel ebyvirtually

providing a series of horizontal shelves upon

which the hats are adapted to rest.
Intersecting the horizontal strips C are Lhe
series of Vewlcal strips D, also arranged in

IFig. 4 is a detail view of
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series of three, and e\teudlnﬂ from ‘Dhe top

shelf to the bottom shelf, eonnectnw each of
the horizontal strips Whele they meet the ver-

tical strips, are the cross-strips D’, thereby

subdividing the shelves or pI‘OVldlIlﬂ‘ the se-
ries of eompmtments 3.

A wire or rod K-is arranged at the b&ck of
each shelf and extends fa,lonfr the entire length
thereof to prevent the hat bemﬂ' pushed too

far inward, and also prevents the hat from

being Wlthdla“ n from the rack at the rear.
It WIH be undelstood however, that I do not

limit myself to a rod or wire, as it is obvious

that the back of the compartment conld be
closed by employing thin lumber, or,.if de-
sired, wire-gauze fabric may be emploved
and, furbhel more, it will be understood that
mstead of using the thin strips C, D, and D’
1(316[113 width

to produce the compartment.
Pivoted between the front and side stxlps

| of each compartment is a locking-bail G, es-
sentially rectangular in shape and 11avn11c=‘1ts

ends G bent downwar dly at right anﬂ'les to
provide pivots upon which the bml turns. A

locking-disk H is rigidly mounted upon one
end of the baﬂ and has a hole or secket I
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‘nearits periphery, whichisadapted toreceive |
the locking-bolt I when the bail is turned

down to retain the hat in the compartment,
as shown in Fig. 2, said bolt being projected
intothe holeorsocket by the forceot a spring
contained within the lock-case preferably ar-

“ranged upon the rear face of the front strip,

the keyhole of said lock, however, being ar-

ranged upon the front face of the strip.

I do not wish to limit myself to any special
construction of lock, bt mayemployany con-

struction of spring-lock by means of which

the bolt will be projected into the hole or

socket of the locking-disk when the said disk |
is brought around opposite to said locking-

“bolt, and as the disk rests close to the inner

faceof the strip the flat face thereof will bear

- constantly upon the end of the bolt, and there-

- 20

by hold such bolt in such position that the

key cannotbe withdrawn from thelock. After

- the bolt has been turned, however, to loclk the

bail the key can be readily removed. The bail

is preferably provided with a surrounding

- sleeve L for the purpose of affordingaconven-

_.25

ient hand-grip; but it will of course be under-
- stood that this construction is not atall neces-

~ sary, and parallel to the front member of the
bail is a cross-bar M, to which is attached the
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~matter, and this advertising matter,
serving its legitimate purpose as an adver-.

‘engage the disk and lock the bail.

lower end of a cmt&m N, the upper end of
said curtain being attached to a spring-roller

O, journaled between the side strips of the |
- Upon the front face of this:

curtain is printed any desired advertising

tisement, also aids the owner of the hat in
identifying his compartment, as he will bear
in mind that his hat i1s locked in a compart-
ment bearing the advertisement of a particu-
lar firm or institution. It will thus be seen
that in order to lock a hat in this rack it is
only necessary to pull down the bail in front
of the compartment and the spring-bolt will

in Springing to a locked position moves the
bit of the key to such a position that it can
be withdrawn, and such key will then of
course be removed and carried in the pocket
of the owner of the hat.

Hach compartment is numbered, and its re-
spective key bears the same number.

It will also be noticed that in pulling down
the bail to secure the hat the advertising-
card 1s brought into view, and when 1t is de-
sired to remove the hat the key is inserted
and the bolt thrown back, thus releasing the
locking-disk, and the spring-roller of the cur-
tain immediately causes said curtain to be
rolled up, which rolling action immediately
elevates the loekmfr-bml and opens the en-
trance to the compartment. It will be borne
in mind, however, that the key cannot be re-
moved from the lock until after the locking-
bail has been thrown down, so as to bring the
disk into engagement with the locking-bolt.

It will thus be seen that I provide an ex-

ceedingly chgap and simple device which can |

| brought into view,

besides

The bolt

be arranged in a series of any desired num-
ber and in the most convenient form for ho-
tels, dining-rooms, and the like. It willalso

be noticed that it will be impossible to with-

draw the hat from the rack after the locking-

‘bail has been set in place, and 1t. will aiso be

noticed that at the same time the hat is se-

cured the advertising-card immediately is

being spring-actuated will open, unlocking

which advertising-card
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the disk and serving to elevate the locking-

bail, and thereby open the. eutr&nce to ‘the o
30

eompa,rtment

-Having thus désenbed my mventwn Wh&t .

I claim as new, and desue to secure by Lettels |

Patent, is—

1. An improved hat-rack comprisinga com-

partment adapted to receive a hat, a locking-
bail hinged to the front of the comnmtment

adapted to be turned down across the front

seribed. |
- 2. In a hat-rack, the eombmatlon Wlth a
compartment of -a lockmﬂ*—b‘ul pivoted in the
front thereof, the locking-disk having a hole

and the spring-actuated curtain for returning
the bail to its normal DOS]thH subs‘mntmlly
as shown and described.

3. In a hat-rack,the combination W1th the

‘compartment of a 100111110'—1)&11 pivoted in the -
front thereof, and means fm securing thesaid

bail in a lowered position, a display-curtain
attached to the said bail and the spring-ac-
tuated roller to which the said curtain 18 at-
tached, substantially as shown and described.

4. In a hat-rack, the combination with a
compartment, of a locking-bail pivoted in the
front of said compartment and provided with

‘a display-curtain adapted to be exposed when

the bail is locked and concealed from view
when the bail i1s unlocked, substantially as
shown and described.

5. In a hat-rack of the kind described, the

combination with a compartment of the lock-
ing-bail pivoted in the front thereof, the lock-
ing-disk having a socket or hole, the Spring-
aetua,ted loelz;mﬂ*-bolt the display-curtain at-
tached at its outer _end to the bail, and the
spring-roller to which the inner end of said
curtain 18 attached, substantially as and for
the purpose described. x

6. Animproved hat-rack, comprising a com-
partment adapted toreceive a hat, a locking-
bail hinged to the front of the compartment
at the tOp thereof, said bail being adapted to
turn down to close the entrance of the com-

partment, and a locking device arranged ad-

jacent to the pivot of the bail and adaptea to
lock the same in a ¢losed position, substan-
tially as shown and described.

7. In a hat-rack, the combination with a
compartment, of a locking -bail essentially

of said compartment and engage a locking de-
vice and the spring—aetuat—ed curtain for-nor-—-
‘mally holding the locking-bail in an elevated
position, sub%tantla,lly as shown a,nd de-

o

or socket, the spring-actuated locking-bolt
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rectangularin shape and pivoted to the front -
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of said compartment and adapted to swing | said disk, holding the bail in an unprojected.
across the entrance of the compartment for | position when the bail is raised, substantially 1o
the purpose of closing the same, a disk rig- | as set forth., | _
1dly attached to one of the pivotal ends of the o T g |
- 5 bail having a noteh or recess therein, and the | BE_l\ JAMIN F CIHLDR_ESS T
- locking-bolt arranged upon the side of the Witnesses: |

~compartment adjacent tothe disk and adapt- S. G. HOPKRINS,

ed to be projected into the notech orrecessof | Cwmas. K. BROCK.
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