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To altl whonv it muay concer:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM HAMILTON
MERRITT, of Strathroy, in the county of West
Middlesex, in the Province of Ontario, in the
Dominion of Canada, have invented certain
new and useful Implovementh in Table-Leg

- Fastenings; and I do hereby declare the fol-
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lowing to be 2 full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion thm eof.

This invention relates to means for secur-

ing legs to tables and like artieles of furni-

ture, and has for its object to reinforce the
comparatively thin table-top and to detach-

ably connect the leg to such reinforcement,

80 as to provide a sblonw and darable fasten-

ing therefor. It is a,lcso designed to provide
improved means for f&stemnw the legs to the
table-top at any preferred posﬂamns within

“the frame thersof, so as to relieve the latter

of unnecessary strain and to locate the legs
out of the way of persons sitting at the mble

T'0 these ends the present mvenmon con-
sists in the combination and arrangement of
parts, as will be hereinafter more fully de-
scribed, shown in the accompanying draw-
ings, and particularly pointed out in the

~ appended claims, it being understood that
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changes in the fmm proportion, size, and
minor details of constr uction may be made
within the scope of the appended clalms with-

outdeparting from the spiritorsacrificing gany |
of the advantages of the invention.

In the drawin gs, Figure 1 is a bottom plan
view of a table-top ]:uwu:wr the present rein-
forcement applied ther eto Fig. 215 a vertical
central sectional view showmﬂ' the present in-
vention fastening a leg to a t&b e-top.

Corresponding parts in the figures of the
drawings are degmnated by like chm aetels ot
reference.

- Referring to the aecompan}mff drawings,
A desi ﬂ‘nates an ordinary table-top having the

~usual f1 ame A’ provided upon the under side

thereof. These parts are of common or ordi-

nary construction and of any preferred form

and are shown to more fully illustrate the ap-
plication of the present invention.
In carrying out the invention there is pro-

vided a block of wood B’, which is designed

to be secured to the under side of the table-
top. As shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, this
reinforcing-block is euculnr in form to eom e~

h

spond to the upper end of the leg C'; but it
will be understood that this form may be va-
ried according to the shape of the leg. Pro-
vided centrally of the block and in the upper
face thereof is a socket or recess 1, which ex-
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tends a suitable distance into the block, and

fitted in the bottom of this socket is a nut K,
which is fixed in position by means of a plug
2, Inserted through the upper open end of the

socket after the nut has béen placed in posi-

tion. This nut fits snugly the interior walls
of the socket, so as to be prevented from turn-

‘1ng therein, and the plug prevents npward ¢
dlspla,eement of the nut.

To secure the block to the under side of the

table-top, there are provided a pluarality of

sockets 0°, which open out through the lower
side of the block and extend a suitable dis-
tance therethrough. The purpose of these
sockets is to receive suitable screw-fastenings
b’, which are set into the under side of the
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table_tOp, so that their heads are inclosed

within the sockets, and thereby do not form
projections upon the under side of the block.
Fuarthermore, the block may also be glued to

the table- top, a8 desired.
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The leg C' . may be of any preferred design

and is pr ovided with & metallic stem or pin

D’,' projecting centrally from the top thereof.
It is preferable to pr ovide a pin or stem hav-
Ing oppositely-threaded portions, so that it

8o

may be conveniently fitted at one end to the

leg and at the other end to the nut E. This

pin or stem is normally carried by the leg and

is adapted to be inserted upwardly through

a central opening or perforation 3 formed in
‘the under side of the blockand communicat-

ing with the lower end of the socket 1 and
engaged with the nut K. It will be under-
stood that the upper end of the leg fits snugly
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against thelower face or end of the block, the

latter being free of projections, as he1e=1nbe~ |

fore descnbed to provide for asnug and even
engagement of these parts, and Lhe under
s1de of the plug 21s provided with a suitable
recess 4 for the reception of the upper end of

. the threaded pin or stem D, as clearly illus-

trated in Fig. 2 of the drawings.
From the fmeﬂ oing description it will be ap-
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parent that the bloek reinforces the compara- .

tively thin table-top, and thereby prowdes a
ﬁ1 m and %ubsmntnl Support for the leg; also,
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that the reinforeing-block is secured in place
in a convenient and substantial mannerand is
provided with means for connection with the
leg, whereby the latter may be readily and
conventently secured or detached without the

employment of skilled workmen or specially-

prepared tools. Furthermore, the block be-
ing connected directly to the table-top, and

not to the frame thereof, relieves the latter

of unnecessary strain, and the leg may be lo-
cated at any point within the frame, so as to
be out of the way of persons sitting at the

table.
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Having thus described the mventmn what
18 clmmed and desired to be secured by Let-
ters P&tent 18—

1. In a devwe of the class described, the
combination with a table-top, and the frame
thereof, of a reinforcing-block, having a cen-
tral soeket opening out th10u0°h the upper
side, and a central opening fmmed in the
under side thereof, a nut fitted within said
socket, other sockets opening out through the

~under side of the block, and fastenings re-
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celved within the respective sockets, set into
the under side of the table-top, and having
their heads housed by the sockets, so as to
render the under side of the block free of pro-
jections, and aleg, having a central upwardly-

pPOJeetnw threaded stem ﬁtted through a cen- |

tral opening formed in the under side of the
block, and engaging with the nut, substan-
tially in the manner shown and deseribed.

l
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In a device of the class described, the
combmﬂtlon with a table-top, and the frame
thereot, of a reinforcing-block fitted to the

under side of the table.-tc)p, located within the
frame thereof, and having a central socket

-opening through the upper side of the block,

anut fitted snugly in the bottom of the socket,

35

40

a plug also fitted in the socket and resting

upon the top of the nut, and provided with a
central socket in the under side thereof, a
central opening formed through the under
side of the block and communicating with the
bottom of the central socket, other sockets
opening out through the under side of the
block and arranged _about the central socket,
fastenings received within the respective lat-
ter sockets set into the table-top, and having
their he&ds housed within the sockets, so as
to render the under side of the block free
from projections, and a leg, having a central
upwardly-extending and threaded stem, the
upper end of the leg fitting flush against the
under side of the block, and the stem extend-
ing through the central opening in the block,
and engaging with the nut, substantially in
the manner shown and descnbed

In witness whereof I have hereuntoset my
hand in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM HAMILTON MERRITT,

Witnesses:
k. M. CooK,

DUuNcAN C. Ross.
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