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CIALMERS L. MONROE, OF GENEVA, WEST VIRGINIA.

POST-HOLE DIGGER.

SPIEC‘IFIGATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 634,902, dated October 1'7, 1899,
| ﬁppiieation filed July 28,1899, Serial No. 725,416, (No model,) |

1o all whom it may concern: . -

Beitknown thatI, CHALMERS L. MONROE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ge-
neva, in the county of Roane and State of
West Virginia, have invented a new and use-
ful Post-Hole Digger, of which the following
is a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in

post-hole diggers. |
The object of the present invention is to im-

prove the construction of that class of post-

hole diggers employing two members caArry-
ing blades or shovels and adapted to be op-

erated on soft ground with both blades or

shovels working together and capable of be-
ing adjusted to extend one of the blades or

shovels when it is desired to operate on hard

or stony ground or remove roots. |

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide simple, inexpensive, and efficient means
for locking the members in either position
and forenabling them to be quickly adjusted

from one position to the other.

25

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed

~out in the claims hereto appended.
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In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a post-hole digger constructed in ac-
cordance with this invention. Tig. 2 is a side
elevation of the same, illustrating the man-
ner of locking one of the members in its ex-

tended position. Figs. 3 and 4 are detail

views of the members. Fig. 5is a longitudi-
nal sectional view of the same. |
Like numerals of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings. _
1 and 2 designate two members pivoted to-
gether by a bolt 3 or other suitable fastening
device and carrying blades or shovels 4 and 5,
adapted to be readily driven into the soil and

curved to form scoops for removing loose

earth from a post-hole. | |

The bars or members 1 and 2, which are
preferably composed of wooden handles and
metal shanks, are adapted to swing on the
pivot to close the blades or shovels to cause
the same to clamp the loose earth when it is

desired to remove the same from a post-hole.

The curved shovels or blades, which are pref-

the like.

ation of the device.

orably constructed of steel, are suitably se-
cured to the lower or outer ends of the mem-

bers, which are preferably enlarged to form
heads. - - o
The bar or member 1 is provided at its piv-

oted end with a longitudinal slot 6, receiving

the pivot 3 and adapted to permit the said
bar or member to be moved longitudinally to
extend the blade orshovel 4 to a point beyond

the blade or shovel 5, as illustrated in Fig. 2
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of the accompanying drawings, whereby the

sald blade or shovel 4 is adapted . to be used

independently of the other for operating on
hard or stony soil and for cutting roots and

from the inner face of the member 2 and
adapted, as illustrated in Figs. 2 and 5 of the
accompanying drawings, to engage the shoul-

ders formed by inner and outer recesses Sand |

Jof the member 1. The member 2is adapted
to be swung on the pivot 3 to engage the lug

| with and disengage it from the said shoulders.

The recess 9 forms a shoulder at its inner end,
and the recess 8, which extends across the

member 1, is narrow and forms a pair of

_ The members are locked in either
adjustment by means of a lug 7, projecting
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shonlders to lock the lug against movement

in either direction. When the lug is in en-
gagement with the shoulders of the recesses,
themembersareinalinementand are adapted
to be grasped simultaneously by the operator,
s0 that there is no liability of the lug becom-
Ing accidentally disengaged during the oper-

The post-hole digger, which is adapted for
operating on soft or hard ground, may be used
withthe blades arranged as illustrated in Fig.
1 of the accompanying drawings, they being

| adapted when in such position for operating

in soft soil. The shovels or blades when in

this position may be used for removing loose

earth from a post-hole, and by swinging the
handles or members slightly from each other

‘the shovels or blades are brought together

and are caused to clamp and hold such loose
earth.  Whenitis desired to operate on hard
soil having roots and stones, one of the mem-

Dbers is extended beyond the other to the po-

sition shown in Fig. 5, and the blade 4 may
then be used as a spade or as a cutting-blade

or chopper. | | | |
1t will be seen that the means for adjast-
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ing the members and for locking them in
either position are exceedingly simple and
that theyenable the adjustment to be quickly
made without withdrawing or manipulating
any fastening devices and by simply swing-
ing the handles apart and moving them lon-
gitudinally. -

Changes in the form, proportion, size, and
the minor details of construction within the
scope of the appended tlaims may be resorted

to without departing from the spirit or sac-

rificing any of the advantages of this inven-
tion.

What is claimed 18—

1. A device of the class described compris-

“ing two members pivoted together, capable
of a limited longitudinal movement on cach |
other and provided with blades, and means !

for detachably interlocking the members to
hold them against such longitudinal move-
ment, substantially as deseribed.

2. A device of the class described compris-

ing two members carrying blades, one of the

members being slotted, a pivot connecting the
membersand arranged in the said slot, where-

) B 684,902

by the members are capable of a limited lon-
oitudinal movement on eachother, and means
for holding the members against such longi-
tudinal movement, substantially as and for
the purpose described.

3. A device of the class described compris-
ing two pivoted members capable of a limited
longitudinal movement on each otherand pro-
vided with blades, one of the members being
provided with recesses formingshoulders,and
a lug carried by the other member and adapt-
ed to engage the shoulders of the recesses to
lock the members against longitudinal move-
ment on each other, said lug being arranged
to be carried into and out of the recesses by
the movement of the members on their pivot,
substantially as described. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

CHALMERS L. MONROL.

VYitnesses:
M. F. LEWELLEN,
N. 3. HoTrF.
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