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Apphcatwn filed June 13,1899, ‘.‘»erml No. 720 4;01 (No model.) “

Lo all whom 1t nvay conecermn: |
Be 1t known that I, WILLIAM S. JENKS, a
citizen of the United btates residing at Hutch-
inson, inthe county of Reno and State of Kan-
3as, ]mve invented a new and useful Chop-

ping-Knife, of whlch the fol]ownw is a speci-

fication. . |
My invention relates to improvements in

chopping-knives for cutting vegetables and

other substances; and the obJect 1s to provide

a simple construction having a considerable
area of cutting edge and yieldable handle to -

cushion the downstroke of the implement
when forcibly struck upon a board, chopping-
bowl, or other surface, so as to 1educe the
shoclk and jar on the hands of the operator.
With these ends in view the invention con-

~_sists of the novel construection and arrange-
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~ment of parts,which will be hereinafter fully

described and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my unpleved chopping implement.
Fig. 2 is a plan view thereof.
tical cross- section through the annular knife
and the bowed Spring-handle. Fig. 4 is a
side elevation of another embodiment of the
invention. Iig.-5 is a detail cross-section
through the blade on the line 5§ 5 of Fig. 3 to
show the butt-joint between the ends thereof.

Thesamenumerals of reference are used to
indicate like and corresponding partsi In each

- of the several figures of the drawings. "
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The chopper of my invention consmts of a
knife 10 and a spring-bow 12. As shown by
the drawings, the knife is of circular or an-
nular construction in the form of a ring or
band and made by bending a single piece of
metal for its ends to abut one against the
other to form the butt-joint 11, as shown by
I'ig. 5, and the lower edge of this annular

kmfe 1s ground on its outel face to produce

& eontmuous cutting edge 114,

The spring-bow 12 is made from a single
plece of elastic sheet metal designed to cush-
ion the shoclk or jar on the hand of the op-

erator when the implement is used by forei-
bly striking the annular cutting-blade upon

a Dboard, chopping-bowl, or other surface.

- This smmﬁ' -bow 18 made fmm a single con-
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tinuous piece of elastic sheet metal, and it is
peculiarly bent or fashioned to provide the
legs 13, the cross-bridge 14, and the curved

T

Fig. 3 1s a ver- -

corners 15. The smmmbow I3 dl"lﬂ;nﬂﬁd 1n &
transverse position across the annulal. knife
10, so that the bridge willspan the open space
of the knife, and the legs 13 depend from the
bridge, so as to be secured to the annular
knite at diametrically opposite points. The
extremities of the legs 13 are broadened to

form the plates 16, which are arranged to
overlap the faces of the circular knife at dia-
metrically opposite sides, and said plates of

the spring-bow are fastened securely to the
knife by means of rivets 17, although any
other equivalent fastening neans may be
adopted.

To securely hold the abuttmn ends of the

circular knife in their proper 181&131011 and at

the same time contribute to strength and
simplicity of the implement, the broad plate

16 at one end of the handle is extended over .
the butt-joint 11 of the circular knife, as

shown by the detail view, Fig. 5 of the dray-
ings.. This plate 16 ovellapq or extends across
the butt-joint of the knife, and rivets 17 are
passed through the plate and the knife on
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opposite Sides of the joint 11, whereby the .

joint is substantially strengthened by the
velhppmg of the plate 16 and the pmts are
united in a secure manner.

In the preferred embodiment of my inven-

tion I employ a handle 18, which is prefer-
ably made of a single pieee of wood, with a
flat lower face. .;md a curved upper edge.
This handle is applied laterally against the
bridge 14, and said handle is held in place on

the bridge by rivets or other suitable fasten-

ing means. I do not, however, confine my-
self to the employment of a wood handlé on
the elastic bow, because this handle may be

ile
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dispensed with, as in the construction shown

by Fig. 4. In d1spen511w with the wood han-
dle the bridge 14 of the spring-bow is adapted
to serve the purpose of the hand -grasp when
the operator uses the implement; but as the
bow is made of a thin piece of pla_te-like metal
1t 1s liable to hurt the operator’s hand when
the device 1s used for any considerable length
of time.. To overcome this objection, it is

my purpose to stamp the handle from a single
plece of maetal in a manner which will pro-

vide a bridge-bar 14 that exceeds the width
of the parts 13 15, forming integral elements
of the handle, and this bridge-bhar 14 is curved
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“the corners 15 are

o 634,892

10 ¢ross-scelion in order to provide depend-
ing flanges 14*, whereby the handle is formed
with a bridge-bar considerably broader, and
of curved form in cross-section, than the legs
15, so-that the handle will afford a secure
agrasp to the operator’s hands without hurt-
ing them. One of the important features of
my invention is the employment of the cir-
cular knife, and this knife may be made
singly or in duplicate, as may be desired.
The use of the circular knife provides an ex-
tended cutting edge, which increases tne ef-

fective area of the chopping device and

adapts the latter to cut entirely through the
substance to the bottom of a rounded bowl
the rounded surface of a chopping-block, or
flat surface of a table. The extreme thin-

ness of the circular knife allows it to.cat very

easily, and such a knife’has practically double
the capacity of a straight knife.

Another feature of my implement resides
in the construction.of the spring-bow in which
extended or prolonged so
as to lie beyond the vertical planes of the
legs 13, which are fastened to the annular
k‘nlt‘e This construction provides for the

“desired elasticity in the spring-bow, so as to

malke the latter yield or give when the knife
18 struck forecibly upon a chopping-block,
bowl, or other surface. It is well known to
those familiarwith the useof chopping-knives
that a rigid structure causes all the jar due
to impact-of the knife upon the surface to be
transmitted to theoperator’s hands-and arms,
and when a rigid knife is used for any con-
siderablelength of time the operation of chop-
ping vegetables or other substances becomes
very tiresome by reason of the shock upon
the hands and arms of the operator. I mini-

mize the fatigue and labor of chopping vege-
tables by the improved construction of the
spring - bow, which, as heretofore indicated,

will yield or give, so as to cushion the impaet

of the knife upon the board or other surface.
My device is extremely simple in construc-
tion, because it consists practically of three

pieces which are readily made assembled and

attached, and said device is, furthermore,

cheap of construction and efﬁelent in opera-
tion.

To adapt the device for use in hotels and
other places where considerable chopping of

vegetables or the like i1s required, the area

of the cutter may be increased by employing
a series of these cutters, which are suitably
connected togetherand are attached to a com-
mon spring-bow handle.

Changes in the form, proportion, size, and
the minor details of construction within the
scope of the appended claim may be resorted
to without departing from the spirit or sac-
rificing any of the advantages of this inven-
tion.

Having thus deseribed the invention, what

I ¢laim is— i
As a mew article of manufacture, a chop--

ping-knife consisting of anannularblade hav-
ing a cutting edge, and a yieldable elastic
bow comprising a bridge-piece arranged to
span the knife and provided with flat legs
which are fastened to opposite sides of the
blade, said yieldable bow having the curved
corners between the bridge 1&1-(1“-legs extended
beyond the vertical plane of salid legs and
blade, and the-sides of the bridge-piece being
extended beyond the sidesof the legsand bent
downwardly to form a grip.

In testimony that I<claim the foregoing as
my-own I have hereto aflixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM 5. JENIS.

Witnesses:
| I. D. SLACK,
J. Il KN(‘*LADP
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