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To all whom it LY COTLCermy:

Beit known that I, MITCHELL J. CAMERON,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at the
city of Auburn, county of Cayuga, State of

New York, have invented a new and useful |
| Impl ovement in Burial-Casket-Lowering De-

vices, of which the following is a spemﬁca-

tion, reference being had to the accompany-

ing dmwmos on one Sheet making part of
the same.

My invention relates to 1mpr0vements in
burial-casket-lowering devicesin which a pair

of straps or cords is used near eitther end of
sald burial-casket for the purpose of lower-
ing the same into an inclosing outer case
.a,nd for lowering the same elther together or
singly into the 0'1"'0111:1d |
In some lnstanees annoyanee has not in-

frequently been caused by a non-uniform ac-
tion of the connecting devices attached on

the ends of the lowermw strapsorcords which
serve to support the burlal casket while it is

being lowered to place, and an undesirable

ellckmﬂ' or noise (many times multiplied by

the cavernous environment) has at times been

noticed when the releasement or disconnec-
tion of the same was effected so that the straps
or cords might be withdrawn after the burial-
casket had been lowered to its resting-place.

Besides, in other cases an arr mﬂ'ement of

~connecting parts whereby one or more of the

same has been left in the grave with the cas-
ket after the straps or eords have been dis-
connected, thus necessitating a renewal of
the same for each act of lowermw has Dbeen

found on some occasions the cause not only

of inconvenience but at times of embarrass-
ment when other of the said parts were not
ready at hand. =

It is the object of my 11111)1*0\79111@11‘[, to meet
the aforesaid objections, besides to afford for
the desired purpose an arrangement of parts
that shall be not only pomtwe and unfailing
in their action, but noiseless as well.
tain these ends by the mechanism illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figurelisasectional view of 2 grave, show-
ing a box with a burial-basket mclosed {here-
in a,nd in the position of being lowered to the
bottom of the grave by means of the straps
or cords having my improvement attached
thereon. In the same figure the dotted lines

thereof and hooked together.

1 and one of the leaves of the

H at-'

show the pOSlblOIl of the box when lowered to
place and beneath it the straps or cords de-
tached or released and ready for withdrawal.
Fig. 2 is a full-sized working plan view show-

unprovemeut attached on the 10“"61‘ ng ends
Ifig. 3 is an

edge view of Fig. 2. Fw' 4 18 an edge view

sumla,r to Iig. 3, but 5howmn‘ the a(,tmn of

my improvenent in the release or disconnec-

tion of the straps at the moment the casket

has reached the bottom of the grave; and
Fig. 5 is a detached view of the hinged hook
in suie elevation, which is a pfuh Cif my im-
provement.

It may Dbe ueees&:cuy to saJy in this connec-
‘tion that the straps or cords are delivered

during the lowering process and afterward

withdrawn by a mechanism peculiarly adapt--

ed to and constructed for the purpose, but
which it is unnecessary to-describe. |
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ing one pair of straps of webbing having my "

6o

- Similar figures of reference in thed t‘awm% |

refer to sn:mlar parts throughout.

In Fig. 2, 1 2representa pair of the lowering
straps or emds used for lowering one end of
the burial-casket, and as a snmlar pair simi-

larly equipped are used at the other end it

will only be necessary to describe the pair in
question. - The lowering-strap 1 is provided
with a plate 3, which is bent upon itself on a

shaft 4, andis prowded with the recess 5. Be-

fore the said plate 3 is attached to the end of
the lowering-strap 1 a weight 6 (see Fig. 3) is
passed between one side of the lowermﬂ‘-stmp

shown, and the whole firmly secured in de-

‘sired position on the lowering end of said low-

ering-strap-1 by the rivets 7 7 7, the shaft 4
being at the same time fixed in its position.
Anam referring to Fig. 3, the loweri Ing-strap

9 is also plowded with the plate 8, which. is

" bent upon itself on a shaft 9 and is provided

witharecess 10. A weight 11is also provided
to be placed between one side of the lowering-
strap 2 and one of the leaves of the plate 8.

place the shaft 9 is passed through a hole 12,
provided near the end of a ]1001%: 13, Fig. a

plate 3, as

Before the'several parts named are secured i n,
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thus hinging the said hook 13 on said Shclfﬁ_

9 1n the recess 10 of the plate 8, and thus ar-
ranged the whole is secured on the lowering

, end of the Iowermms‘ump 2 by the rivets 14
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14 14, It will be lloticéd that I have shown the

tioned,

10

weights 6 and 11 adjusted on the under sides
of the lowering-straps 1 and 2, respectively.
This is done so that no possible obstruction

‘may result in the withdrawal of the straps

against the corners of the box or casket.
The hinged hook 13, arranged as aforemen-
1S caused to engage or hook onto the
shaft 4 in the recess 5 of the plate 3 of the
lowering-strap 1 when it 1s desired to con-

- nect the ends of the lowering-straps 1 2 De-

neath and near the end of the burial-casket
for the purpose of lowering the same to 1ts
desired place. It will also be observed that
the hinged hoolk 13 is provided with a down-
ward extension 16 between its hook end 15
and its hinge-point 12, the purpose of which

- will presently be seen.

20

Having thus described the several parts of

my improvement and their practical assem-

bling upon the endsof thelowering-straps 1 2,
1t remains for me to set forth the operation ot

the same.
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When it is desired to lower a burial-casket
into the grave prepared for it, the lowering-
straps are hooked together (a pair at each
end of the burial-casket) by catching the
hook end 15 of the hinged hook 13 of the
lowering-strap 2 upon the shaft 4 of the low-
ering-strap 1, and the burial-casket is placed
thereon. Prior to this, however, it is custom-
ary to place strips of wood 17 17, Iig. 1, or
other material of proper thickness near either
end of the inclosing case or of the grave, as
the case may be, for the ends of the casket

to rest upon, so that its bottom side may not

come in contact with the ground. Space is
thus also afforded between the bottom of the
casket and the ground in which the lowering

straps or cords may be withdrawn and 1in

which their unhooking or releasement from
each other may be eﬂfeeted As the weight
of the burial-casket is brought to bear on the
lowering straps or cords their connéction with
each other through the means already de-
sceribed becomes more assured and firm, and
the lowering-straps tautened, as is seen in
Fig. 1, while the safety of the burial-casket
from-accident 18 at the same time provided
for. 'When the burial-casket has been low-
ered to the sticks 1717 and its ends rest upon
them, the lowering-straps very naturally be-
come 1elc1*ced thlouﬂ‘h being released of their
burden, and as the ends of the lowering-straps
touch the oround their dlsconnectlon OT Te-
leasement is automatically and silently ef-
fected in the following manner: The weighted
end of the relaxed lowering-strap 1 causes
the shaft 4 to be drawn downward and out of
the hook end 15 of the hinged hook 13, while

at the same time the said hook: end 15 1S uap- |

wardly thrown through the impact brought
to bear between 1ts dowuwmd extenswn 16
and the earth, which is assured by the weight-
ed matter on the eud of the lowering-strap

2, (see IFigs. 1 and 4,) and a disconnection
betw een the said lowering-straps-noiselessly

results, and they are then withdrawn from

beneath the burial-casket.

- IHavingthus described the construction and
oper &thIl of my improvement, what I claim,
and desire to secure by Letter% Patent of the
United States, is—

1. In a bmml-casket-loweriug device, the
lowering ends of the lowering straps or cords
pwwded with weights and 1eeessed keeper-
plates carrying f:.hafts, and an interlocking
hook having a downward extension mldway
thereof hmoed on one of said shafts substan-
tially COI’lb'[lLlCted in the manner and for the
purpose. herein shown and described.

2, In a burial-casket-lowering device the
lowering strap or cord 1, hcwmn fastened to
its lowering end the plate 3, having the re-
cess 5, combined with and carrying the weight
6, and the shaft 4 adapted to be engaged by
an interlocking-hook, substantially in the
manner and for the purpose herein described
and shown.

- 3. In a burial—easket-lower'ing device the
lowering strap or cord 2, having fastened to
1{s lowelmw end the plate o, havmﬂ* the re-
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cess 10, and carrying the weight 11, and the |

shaft b combined with the 111_110‘ed hook 13,

adapted to engage a keeper-plate having the
downward extension 16, and hinged on said

shaft 6, in said recess 10, substantially in the
manner herein shown and described.

4., In a burial-casket-lowering device the
lowering strap or cord 2, having fastened to
its lowering end the pl.:tte 8, pmwded with
the recess 10 and carrying the weight 11, and
the shaft 9, on which said shaft 1s eanled the
hinged hook 13, having the downward exten-
sion 16, in said recess 10; combined with the
loweuno' strap or cord 1, also having fastened
to 1ts lowelmn end the plate 3, plowded with
a recess b, and carrying the wewht 6, and the
shaft 4, on which the hinged hook 13 hooks

| with its hooked end 15, in the said recess 5,

and 1s unhooked therefrom through the
oground impact of its downward extension 16,
sUbst-antially constructed in the ma,nnerand
for the purpose herein described and shown.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand at the city of Auburn; county of
Cayunga, State of New York, this 7th day of

February, A. D. 1899.

MITCHELL J. CAMERON.
Witnesses:
HowaRD N. CAMERON,
ALBErRT H. WILLIAMS.
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