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Application filed April 13, 1899, Serial No. 712,914, (No model.)

T all whom it Ml CORCEFTL:
Be it known that we, FRANK LOGAN CARL-

rox and DAVID 1. CONNERS, citizens of the

United States, residing at Sullivan, in the
county of Hancock and State of Maine, have

invented certain new and usefunl Improve-

ments in Mail-Bag Fasteners; and we do here-
by declare the following tobe a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This improvement relates to mail-bags and
fasteners theretfor.

The object of the invention is to provide a
mail-bag and fastener therefor which will be
sinple and inexpensive in construction, effi-
cient in operation, convenient for handling,
and readily fastened and unfastened.

In the drawings forming a partof this speci-
fication, Figure 1is a perspective of the upper

end of the mail bag or sack closed and locked. -

Fig. 2 is a perspective showing the bag par-
tially open with one of the flaps raised. Fig.

3 is a plan of the bag partially opened with

both of the flaps folded back.
spective showing the bag open. Fig. 51sa
section on the line 5 5 of Fig. 1. Tig. 6is a
detail section showing the metallic gromet
or reinforce for slots through the flaps at the
mouth of the bag. Tig. 7 is a detail section
through one of the outer plates and the fas-
tening-slide. -

1 is a bag or sack made of leather, canvas,
or other suitable flexible fabrie, the closure
of which is obtained by folding the opposite
sides diagonally inward, as shown at 2 2, and
then folding the doubled fabric inward on the
crease 3 to close the mouth, as shown in Ifig.
1, the mouth part or closure consisting of s1x
or more thicknesses of fabric. Theupperend

Fig. 41s a per-

of the bag terminatesin flaps 4 4, having slots

or holes 5 5 arranged along the margin, these
holes being reinforced and protected by me-
tallic bindings or gromets 6 6. On opposite
sides of the fabric, at opposite sides of the bag,
are secured metallic plates 7 7. The inner
plates are provided with slots to register with

the slots in the flaps at the mouth of the bag.

One of the outer plates has secured to 1t a se-
ries of staples 8 8, arranged and adapted to
pass through the slotsin the inner plates and

L

the flaps, as shown particularly in Fig. 3.
The other outer plate has secured to it 1n a
suitable manner a sliding part 9, carrying
hooks or tongues 10, which serve as a keeper
or fastener to securely hold the parts together

55

when the mouth of the bag is closed. The |

part 9 also carries a hasp 11, which engages
one of the staples 8, the same being secured
in position by a suitable lock 12. As shown

in the drawings, the sliding part 9 is secured

to its outer plate 7 by means of headed studs
or rivets 13 working in slots in said sliding
piece. Obviously any other suitable means
of slidably coupling these parts may be adopt-
ed without affecting the purposes of our in-
vention. The gromet or binding for the
slots in the fabrie is conveniently made by
surrounding the opening or slot on one side
with a slotted plate of brass orlike substance
and then folding from the opposite side of the
fabric a second brass plate in the nature of
an eyelet, as particularly shown in Iig. 0.
In the form in which we have shown our in-
vention, and which is the preferred form, we
have secured on the inside of the fabrie, op-
posite the outer plates 7 7, inner plates, as
shown. Obviously the inner plates might be
omitted without seriously affecting the opera-
tion of our invention. | - | |

6o

70

75

30

In order to fill the sack or bag, it is opened -

toposition shownin Iig. 4. - After beingiilled
the sides are folded inward to position shown
in Fig. 3. Then one of theflapsis folded so as
to embrace the staples 8, as shown in Fig. 2,
after which the remaining flap is also in like
manner folded into position over the staples.
Then the angular parts of the closure are
folded together, as shown in Fig. 1, where-
upon the sliding part 9, carrying the keepers
10, is shot into position shown in Fig. 5 and
the hasp closed over the end staple and locked.

Having described our invention, what we
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claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,

is— |
1. A mail-bag having corner-fold closure,
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and folding flaps provided with slots, longi- -

tudinally-disposed metallie plates secured to
the outside of the fabrie on opposite sides of
the bag, extending from the flaps downward,
one of the outer plates carrying staples adapt-
ed to extend through the slots, and the other
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outer plate cmlymg a sliding member with a
plurality of hooks for engaging the staples,
substantially as descr 1bed

2. A corner-fold-closure mail-bag having
folding flaps at its mouth, each flap bem o pro-
vided wﬂah a plurality of grometed %101:3 lon-
crltudmallv—dlsposed metallic plates secured
to the outer and inner sides of the fabric on
the opposite sides of the bag, the inner plates
having slots to register with the grometed
slots in the fabric aud all the plates extend-
ing from the flaps downward to the bottom of
the fold, and means for interlocking the outer
meta,lhe plates, substantially as desembed

3. A corner-fold-closure mail-bag having

foldingflapsatits mouth , provided mth grom- .

633,546

eted slots, Iouoitudmally disposed metalhc |
plates secured £o opposite sides of the fabric

on opposite sides of the bag, extending from
the flaps downward, and means for mterlock-
ing the outer plates together, consisting of

| smples extending from one of the outer plate%

through the other, and a sliding member pro-
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Vlded with toncrues or hooks fm engaging the -

staples, ::ubsta,nmally as descnbed
In testimony whereof we affix our signa-

tures 1n presence of two witnesses.

FRANK LOGAN CARLTON.
DAVID H. CONNERS.
Witnesses:
IvOrRY L. WARDWELL,
LESLIE W. NEWCOMB.
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