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SPECIFICATION forining part of Letters Patent No. 633,621, dated September 19, 1899.
Application filed July 13, 1899, Serial No. 723,708, (No model.) |

I ll whony ©€ mvay concern:
DBe it known thatI, PAGE A. LATHEM, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Gaines-

ville, in the county of Hall and State of Geor-

ogia, have invented anewand useful Window-
Blind, of whichthefollowingisaspecification.

This invention relates to window-blinds;
and 1t has for its object to provide a new and
useful construction of flexible blind designed
to be mechanically operated to provide for

~covering and uncovering the opening of a

window-frame and having means whereby the
lower portion of the window-frame may be
screened while the upper portion is left un-
covered to provide for ventilation.

To this end the invention primarily con-
templates a flexible blind constructed of slats
arranged in sucha way as to provide an effect-
ive screen for the window-opening, while at
the same time permitiing a free circulation
of air therethrough; and the invention also
contemplates constructing the blind in sepa-
rate sections which are separably connected
together to permit of separation for covering

one portion of the window-opening while the

other portionislefi uncovered for ventilation.

VWith these and other objects in view, which
will more readily appear as the nature of the
Invention is better understood, the same con-
sists 1n the novel construction, combination,
and arrangement of parts hereinafter more
fully described, illustrated, and claimed.

The preferred embodiment of the improve-
ments is shown in the accompanying dmw

ings, 1n which—

Flﬂ'ure 1is a perspective view, partlyin sec-
tion, of a flexible window-blind constructed
in accordance with the present invention.
Fig. 2 1s an elevation thereof showing the two
sections of the blind separated to provide for
covering the lower portion of the window-
opening and uncovering the upper pOI‘thH of
the opening for the purpose specified. Fig.
3 18 a vertical sectional view on the line 3 3
of Fig. 1.

Tike numerals of reference deswnate COr-
responding parts in the several 119'111 es of the
drawings.

In the accompanying drawings, the num-
eral 1 designates the window-frame, of the
ordinary 1*eetangular configuration and pro-

vided with the usual hollow stiles 2 to form | the window-opening,

—— .

[

_1110* or housing 3.

pockets for the weights hereinafter referred
to, and in carrying out the present invention
‘the frame is further.provided at the upper

end thereof with a top casing or-housing 3, in
whichis journaled a hor 1?011‘[&1 winding- 1011@1
4, the spindle extremities of which are mount-
ed in suitable bearings at the ends of the cas-
The said winding-roller 4
isprovided at the erids thereof with the flanged
spools 5, to which are connected one end of
the we 19']113 -cords 6, passing over guide-pul-

leys 7, supported at the top of the . casing or

housmn* 3, and having suspended from their
other ends the wewhts 8, working within the
side weight- pockets of the frame and provid-

| ing means,in connection with the weight-cords
0, foz nor 11"18,11} causing the Wmdmn-mllel to

rotate in a direction for winding or 1011111“' up
thereon the flexible blind, whleh 18 demwn&ted
in its entirety by the 1‘eferenee-numeral 0.
The flexible blind substantially consists of
a.plurality of horizontal slats 10, duplicates
of each otherin size and shape and arranged
in close parallel relation to pmvlde an ef“fect-
ive screen for the window-opening. The

‘blind-slats 10 are provided with 0V61]dpp1110

chamfered edges 11, which entirely cuts o
the vision thmun*_h the blind when lowered,
so that the same will properly screen the
window-opening, while at the same time per-
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mitting a free circulation of air through the

blind,inasmuch as the slatsarespaced slightly

apart to permit of the blind rolling upon the

roller,

The series of blind-slats 10 are ﬂembly Con-
nected together by the flexible suspending

.cordsor tape_s 12, arranged, respectively, near

the ends of the slats and stapled to one side
thereof by means of the staples 13 or equiva-
lent fastenings, sunch mode of attaching the
cords or tapes to the slats obviating the ne-
cessity of stringing the cords or tapes through
holes in the sla,ts as is common in Venetlan
blinds and similarstructures. The suspend-
ing cords or tapes 12 at the upper end of the
blind are secured to the winding-roller 4 to
provide a support for the blind, as well as a
connection with the roller, which permits the
blind rolling up thereon.

To provide for ventilating a room through
the window, as well as screening a portion of
the herein-deseribed
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flexible blind 9 is constructed in two sec-

tions—namely, an upper section U and a

lower section L. The suspending cords or

tapes of the two sections are disconnected to
permit of their ready separation and the sus-

~pending cords 12 of the'upper section U being

extended at their lower ends and connected
together to form a flexible pull connection
14, which loosely extends. through a keeper
15 on the lower slat of the lower section L
and is prevented from withdrawal from said
keeper by means of a stop-pin 16, arranged
at one side and close to the said keeper and
adapted to be engaged by the bight of said
pull connection. |

Ordinarily the two sections U and L of the
blind are connected together preferably by
means of the catehes 17 or any equivalent
fastening that will separablyconnect the ad-
joining edges of the blind-sections. Omne or
more, but preferably two, may be employed,
and the same are fitted to the upper slat of
the lower section L. The catch 17 shown in
the drawings comprises a pivotal shouldered
catch-dog 18, carried by the lower blind-sec-
tion and normally pressed in one direction by
an actuating-spring 19, so that when the ad-
joining edges of the blind-sections are drawn
together the cateh-dog will spring 1nto en-
cagement with a locking-notch 20, formed in
the lower slat of the upper seetion U.

When the two sections U and L of the blind
are coupled together by the catches 17, said
blind-sections move together and are guided
attheirends within the vertical guide-grooves
21 of the stiles 2 of the frame, and both of
said blind-sections roll up together on the
winding-roller 4. | |

To provide for raising and lowering the
complete blind, it is simply necessary to ma-
nipulate the flexible pull connection 14, which
when released permits the blind to be drawn
up and rolled upon the roller and which when
secured to a suitable fastening projection 22
on the frame provides for holding the blind
at any elevation.

By unlocking the catches 17 the upper blind-
section U may be released from the lower
section L and permitted to roll up on the
winding-roller without affecting the position
of the lower blind-section L, which of its own

weight rests within the lower part of the |

1 window-frame and screens the same.

633,521

In this
use of the device the upper portion of the
window-opening is left uncovered for venti-
lation, while the lower portion is screened.

T'o couple the two sections together, 1t 1s sim-

ply necessary to draw upon the flexible pull
connection,and therebylower the upper blind-
section into engagement with the catches 17.

IF'rom the foregoing it is thought that the
construetion,operation,and many advantages

of the herein-described flexible blind may be

readily apparent to those skilled in the art
withount further description, and it will be un-
derstood that changes in the form, propor-
tion, and minor details may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ing any of the advantages of the invention.

Having thus described the invention, what

isclaimed,and desired to be secured by Letters -

Patent, 15—

1. The combination with a window-frame,
and a mechanically-operated elevating de-
vice, including a winding-roller, of a flexible
blind formed in two sections separably con-
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nected together at theiradjoining edges, and -
suspending cords or tapes for the blind-sec-

tions, the suspending cords or tapes for the
upper blind-section being extended at their
lower ends to form a flexible pull connection,

substantially as set forth.

2. The combination with a window-frame,
and a mechanically-operated elevating de-
vice, including a winding-roller, of a flexible
blind formed in twosectionsand substantially
consisting of a plurality of parallel slats, and

3o

suspending cords or tapes flexiby connecting

the slats together, the suspending cords or
tapes for the upper blind-section being ex-
tended at their lower ends to form a flexible
pull connection loosely connected with the

lower blind - section, and spring -actuated

catches fitted to the lower section and adapt-
ed to engage the uppersection and separably
connect the two blind-sections together, sub-

stantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.
PAGE A. LATHEM.
Witnesses; |
" W. S. HUBBARD,
J. M. C. MABRY.
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