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To all whomn it may conceri:
Be it known that I, WiLLiaAM HOTZE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at the city

of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have in-

vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Hair-Drying Combs, of which thefollowing
is a full, clear, and exact description, refer-
ence beinghad totheaccompanying drawings,
forming part of this specification.

My invention relates to a comb for drying
the hair composed of absorbent material, pro-
viding a new article of manufacture adapted
to be heated for the purpose of removing mois-
ture from the hair, the particular object be-
ing the production of a comb for use in dry-
ing the hair subsequent to washing or sham-
pooing the head.

Myinvention consists in features of novelty
hereinafter fully described, and pointed out
in the claims.

Figure I is a side view of a comb made in
accoxdanee with myinvention. Fig. IIisan
enlarged cross- -sectional view taken on the
line IT 11, Fig. I1I. Fig. III is an enlarged
side view of the outer end of the comb, a por-
tion beingshowninlongitudinal seetlon Fig.
IV is a side view of a modification.

The comb 1, having teeth 2, is composed of
material of absorbent nature—such as clay,
asbestos, mineral wool, or a composition com-
posed of two or more absorbent materials.

The materials used are also preferably those

of such nature that they will withstand heat
when exposed thereto for the purpose of re-
moving moisture gathered in the comb in use.
- In Figs. 1 to I1I, inclusive, I have shown
the comb incased in a protective casing of
sheet metal or other suitable material. This
protective casing protects the comb from 1in-
jury and rendels it less liable to Dbecome
broken and also provides means for the ap-
plication of a handle to the comb: The pro-
tective casing has a body portion 3 and teeth
4, within which the absorbent comb is con-
fined. The teeth 4 are open at their edges to
permit the edges of the teeth of the comb to

project therethrough, as is clearly shown in |

| the drawings.

The protective casing has a
detachable Lop 5 connected to the body por:-
tion thereof by tongues 6 on the body portion
extending ‘hroufrh the top o and bent over
onto the top to retaln it in position.

In Fig. IV I have shown a modification in

which the absmben‘o comb is umncased but
has a back 7, that may form a handle. The
back 7 may, howevel be dispensed with and
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the entire article be simply the absorbent -

comb.
In the practical use of my comb the article

is designed to be first heated and then passed

throun'h the hair to be dried. The absorbent
natme of the comb causes it to imbibe the
moisture in the hair. When the comb has
become cooled and filled with the moisture,
it is again heated to dry it and again used in
the same manner as before. |

I claim as my invention— |

1. A hair-drying comb comprising a baek
and teeth of refractory absorbent material,
porous in structure to take up moisture by
capillary action and capable of withstanding
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great heat to evaporate said moisture, thus_

akmn up and removing successive chal ges
of moisture from the halr substantially as de-

“scribed.

2. Acomb,apr oteetwe casingin which said
comb1s eontamed sald pr otectwe casing hav-
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ing teeth open at their edges to permlt the

teeth of the comb to project thel ethrough, sub-
stantially as described.
- 3. The combination of a coinb, a pr otective
casing in which said comb 18 eontamed, and
a detachable top applied to said protective
casing, substantially as described. -

4. The combination of a comb, a protective
casing in which said comb is contained, a de-

tachable top applied to said protective casing,

and tongues on sald protective casing ar-
ranged to secure said top to the pmtective
casing, substantially as described.
WILLIAM HOTZE.
In presence of—
E. S. KNIGHT,
STANLEY STONER.
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