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To «ll whom it M@l CONCEFTi:

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER H. HAND-
LAN, Jr., a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at the city of St. Louis, in the State of
Missouri, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Railway-Signals, of

~ which the following is a full, clear, and exact

deseription, reference being had tothe accoms-

© panying drawings, forming part of this speci-
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fication. -.

My invention relates to a signal to be at-
tached to a car orlocomotive fo serve the pur-
pose for which a fabrie flag carried by a car
orlocomotive has heretofore usually been em-
ployed. |

My invention consistsin featurs of novelty
hereinafter fully described, and pointed out
in the claims. .

Figure I is a perspective view of my im-
proved signal. Fig. Il is a side view show-
ing a modification. Fig. III illustrates an-
other modification.

1 represents the flag, which is in the form
of a metallic plate and which is painted the
color to suit the signal it is intended to dis-
play.

2 is a bracket connected to the flag and
having a T-head 27, which is receilved by &
socket 3, such asis now used on the rear ends
of cars and on locomotives to support a sig-
nal-lantern. The socket may be of the well-
known form shown in Fig. I or of the well-
known form shown in Fig. II. The bracket
has a hinged or pivotal connection with the
flag, and my preferred construction is that
shown in Fig. I, wherein the shank 4 of the
bracket is provided with perforated ears o to
receive a pin or pintle 6, that passes also

‘through ears 7, formed on straps 8, secured

by rivets 9 or otherwise to the flag. Sur-
rounding the pintle are coiled springs 11,
(four are shown in Figs. I and II,) the ends

of which are extended and bear, respectively;
against the flag and against the shank 4, as
shown. These springs hold the flag nor-
mally in line with the shank of the bracket,
yet permit it to oscillate or yield under at-
mospheric or other pressure, so that it will
not be broken or distorted. In Fig. II, I
show a connecting-bar 10 between the straps,
against which the flap ends of the spring

! bear.

In Fig. III, I have shown the use of a sin-
ole spring 12. Itissecured by oneend to the
bracket or flag, and its other end has a slot-
and-pin connection 13 with the other member,
so that the spring tends to hold the flag in ifs
extended position, while allowing it to move
in either direction when meeting with resist-
ance.

I claim as my invention—
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1. A railway-signal comprising a bracket

having a T-head and a shank formed with
perforated ears, a flag, straps having perfo-
rated ears and secured to theflag, a pin pass-
ing through the perforated ears to provide a
hinged joint between the shank and the flag,
and a spring bearing on the shank at one end
and bracing the flag at the other end; sub-
stantially as described. | |

2. The combination of a metallic flag pro-
vided with perforated ears, a bracket, a socket
adapted to receive the bracket, a shank on
the bracket provided with perforated ears, a
pin passing through said perforated ears and
serving to connect the flag to the shank ot
the bracket, and springs surrounding said

pinandhaving extended ends bearing against

said shank and flag respectively,substantially
as set forth. .
ALEXANDER H. HANDLAN, JR.
In presence of— ‘
E. S. KNIGHT,
G. A. TAUBERSCHMIDT.
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