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UNITED STATES PATENT

L.LOUIS HENRY CLYBORNE, OF MOUND CITY,

OFFICE.

SOUTII DAKOTA.

WIRE-TIGHTENER.

" SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 633,425, dated September 19, 1899.
Ayplication filed January 26,1899, Serial No. 703,477, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerm:

Be 1t known that I, Louis HENRY CLY-
BORNE, of Mound City, in the county of Camp-
bell -and State of South Dakota, have invent-
ed & new and Improved Wire-Tightener, of
which the followingis a full, clear, and exact
description.

The purpose of this invention is to provide.

a device by which one may easily and effect-
ively tighten the slack wires of a fence or
like structure; and to this end the invention
embodiesa holderadapted removably to carry
a twisting-bar, having near one end two bits
capable of gripping the wire and having at
the other end a hook serving to engage the
wire when the wire has been twisted around
the bits, thus holding the bar in place on the
wire and retaining the wire in taut condition,
it being my intention to supply a plurality of
bars with each holder.

This specification is the dlscl%nre of one
form of my invention, while the claims define
the actual scope thereof.

Referenceis to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which simiiar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of the invention.
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section thereof, and
Fig. 3 is a cross-section on the line 3 3 of
Kig. 1.

The body 4 of the device consists, prefer-

ably, of an elongated solid structure of hard
wood having at “each end a transverse hand-
grip 5, held thereto by a tie-bolt 6. Formed
in the face of the body 4 opposite the face to
which the hand-grips 5 are attached is a lon-
gitudinally-elongated cavity 7, overhanging
one end of which isa plate §, rigidly fastened
to the body 4, and a hook or lock 9 is adapted
to swing over the other end of the plate, the
free end of the lock being slotted and engag-
ing with a pin 10, fast to the body 4.

The twisting-bar 11, which may be made
of malleable cast-iron or cast-steel, 1s trape-
zoldal In cross-section, as indicated in Fig. 3,
and 1s adapted removably to lie within the
cavity 7, the side walls of which are under-
cut, so as to match with the sloping sides of
the bar 11, and thus as the bar is pushed side-
wise to assist in holding the bar in place.

One end of the bar has a hole 11* therein, as |

]

shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The bar may be
placed in and displaced from the cavity 7 by
endwise movement of the bar, one end there-
of extending under the plate 3. The hook or
lock 9 when in the position shown in ‘Kig. 1
lies over the bar fo hold it in place, and when
1t is desired to remove the bar the hook may
be swung outward and the end of the bar ad-
jacent to the hook first raised to clear the
body 4, after which the bar may be slid (right-
ward in Figs. 1 and 2) to disengage the plate
8. Ifast to the end of the bar 11, which end
1s adjacent to the plate 8, are the bits 12,
which extend transversely to the bar and are
provided with heads 14 at their outer ends.

These bits are adapted to engage the wire,

as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 1, and then
by turning the bar the wire may be wound

"around the bits and the slack of the wire

taken up. Fast to the end of the bar 11, op-
posite the bits 12, 1s an outrunning hook 15,
which when the wire has been sufficiently
tightened may be engaged with the wire, so
as to hold the bar on the wire, and conse-
quently retain the wire at the proper tension.
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In using the device the parts are assembled

as in Figs. 1 and 2, and the device is manip-
ulated through the medium of the hand-
orasps 5. The wire to be tightened is intro-
duced between the bits 12 and the entire tool
turned until the wire has been rendered suf-
ficiently taut. The hook 15 may then be en-
caged with the wire and the lock 9 swung back,

| so that the body 4 may be taken off the bar 11.

An additional bar may now be insérted in
the cavity 7 and the instrument used again
in the manner described.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letterﬁ
Patent—

1. The combination of a body p01t1011 hav-
ing an elongated cavity therein, a plate se-
cured to the body portion and overhanging
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one end of the cavity, a releasable lock car-

ried by the body adjacent to the other end of
the cavity, a twisting-bar removably held in
the eavity by the plate and lock, bits secured
to the twisting-bar and adapted to have the
wire wound around them, and a hook carried
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by the twisting-bar and adapted to engagethe

wire to hold the bar on the wire.

2. The combination of a body portion hav-
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ing an elongate cawty therein, a plate se- ! minating short of the ends theleof means at

cmed to tne body portion and overhanﬂ'mw
one end of the cavity, a releasable lock car-
ried on the body portion at the other end of

5 the cavity, the plate and lock serving to hold
the twisting-bar within the cavity, and hand-
orips attached tothe ends of the body portion.

3. Awire-tighteningdevice having an elon-
cate body portion with an elongate cavity

10 formed in the middle portion thereof and ter- |

each end of the body portion for permitting
the same to be grasped, and means carried
by the body portion at the cavity for remov-
ably holding a twisting-bar in place.

LOUIS HENRY CLYBORNE.

Witnesses:
T. BE. HALLETT,
1LOCKE PERFITT.
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