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10 all whom it QY COnCern: .
BeitknownthatI,JoEN EWING BLAINE,Jr.,
a citizen of the United States, residin g at Cin-
cinnati, in the county of Hamilton and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and nse-
fal Improvements in Card-Files, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion, reference being had to the accompany-
part of this specifica-

ing drawings, forming
tion. |

My invention relates to files for index-cards
for use in libraries, offices, and other places
where cards are used for pu rposes of indexing
or reference; and it has for its object the im-
proved construction of such files whereby
their ease of manipulation, security, and ef-
ficieney are increased.

‘The novelty of my invention will be herein- |

after set forth, and specifically pointed out in

the claim. o

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of a card-file embodying my in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional
side elevation on the dotted line z 2 of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a transverse section of the drawer
anywhere between its ends, showing the po-

sition of the locking-rod engaging the cards

In solid lines and in position to permit their
release in dotted lines. Tig. 4 is a broken
view of the front of the mechanism on the
dotted line v 7 of Fig. 1, looking tothe right.
Fig. 5 is a detail front elevation, partlyin sec-
£ of Fig. 1, looking
to the right. | |

The same letters of reference are used toin-
dicate identical parts in all the figures. |

In its preferred form of construction the file
is a drawer, of which a series is asually em-
ployed
cabinet. The drawer may have an interior
width just sufficient to contain a single row
of cards, which stand on edge transversely of
the drawer, or it may be wide enough to have

- Lwo or more card-compartments side by side

and extending from the front to the rear of
the drawer.
with a single card-compartment; but it will
be readily understood that this may-be du-
plicated or pluralized into a drawer with any

50 number of compartments desired, the mech-

-as will be readily understood.
button is turned so as to swing the rod G to
‘the position of the dotted lines of Figs. 3 and

and contained in a suitable case or

I have only illustrated a drawer :

with that illustrated and to be described.

In the drawings, A represents the bottom

of the drawer; B, its side walls: C, its front
wall, and D its rear wall. |

E, Fig. 3, represents one of the cards, of
which there are a series, each having a T-
shaped slot ¢ in its lower edge, at or near the

middle. These cards fit snugly within the

drawer and stand on edge transversely of the
drawer. They are backed by any suitable
sliding follower.
lines of Figs. 1 and 2.) |
Journaled longitudinally of the drawer, at
or near its middle, is a card locking and re-

leasing rod- G, whose ends are formed into

cranks b ¢, the former of which is suitably
journaled, as at b, in a bearing at the rear
wall D of the drawer, and the latter of which
has a horizontal extension e journaled

through the front wall of the drawer, with an
J on its forward

operating piece or button |
end. The forward end of the rod G contain-
Ing the crank ¢ is contained within a recess
in a supporting-piece H, secured to the inner
side of the drawer-front C, and this support-
ing-piece I has an aperture or slot g, through
which the rod G passes and which serves as
a stop to limit the swinging of the rod G in
either direction when the button f is turned
to operate it. A stop-spring 7, Fig. 4, within
the recess of the piece II and bearing against
the lower side of the crank ¢ serves to hold
the latter in either of its adjusted positions,
one of these adjusted positions being shown
by the solid lines of Tigs. 8, 4, and 5, and
the other by the dotted lines of Figs. 3 and 3,
When the

5, the cards or any one of them may be with-
drawn from the draweror re placed, and when
the rod is swung to bring it to the position of
the solid lines of igs. 3, 4, and 5 it enters
the top lateral slot in the cards and holds the
same locked in place, as will be readily un-
derstood. Theadvantageofhaving T-shaped
slots for a locking-rod of this character is
that when the cards are filled on one side

. with memoranda they may be reversed and

TO THE GLOBE
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be used over again in the same file.  Where . wall C and rear wall D, the card releasing
this reversal of the cards is not desired, in- " and locking rod G having crank-armsb cthe
verted-L-shaped slots may be employed in latter of which has an extension journaled
the bottom edges of the cards, taking care through the front wall C and provided with 15

s that the top branchesot the slots always ex- | an operating-piece f, limiting-stops as the
tend to one side and to that side into which | slot g for the rod G and a retaining-spring 1,
the rod G when swung would find a free | substantially as described.

passage to lock the cards in place. J. EWING BLAINE, JR.
Having thus fully described my invention, |  Witnesses:
10 I claim— | OWEN N. KINNEY,

The combination of the base A with front | KDWARD PECK.
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