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o all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, ERAsTUS T.PUGH, a citi-
zen of the United States residing at Hearne,

in the county of Robertson and State of Texas,

have invented a new and usefnl Box or Crate'

Fastener,

cation.
This invention 1e1&tes to 1mp1 ovements in

box or crate fasteners particularly adapted

of WhICh the following is a specifi-

for use on crates for shipping fruit and the

like and to provide a simple, inexpensive,
and efficient means to enable the box or erate
to be readily sealed when locked.

The invention consists in the construction
and arrangement of the several parts, which

will be more fully hereinafter r]eeembed a,nd

claimed.
In the drawings, I‘lﬂ'me 1 is a perspective

view of a crate embodymﬂ' thefeaturesof the
improved fastener and shown closed.. Fig.

2 18 a similar view, the sections of the crate

being separated. Iig. 3 is an enlarged de-

tail seetlona,l view 1llustrat1nfr the eenett ue-
tion of the locking meeh&msm

Like numerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts in all the ﬁﬂ'ures of the
drawings.

1 deswnates a crate or case designed pri-
marily f01 the shipment of bananas e,ud ¢Om-
posed of two separable sections 2 and 3, and
the said crate or case, which is shown polyﬂ'o-
nal in cross-section, may be circular or any
other desired shape KEach section of the
crate is composed of heads or ends 3* and
longitudinal slats or bars secared to the outer

edges of the ends or heads and arranged at |

intervals to provide openings for aﬁordlnw
the desired ventilation.
3 1s-adapted to be readily placed on the lower

section, and it may be quickly removed there-

from, and after the crate has been emptied
the sections may be nested to enable them to

~ be compactly arranged for returning them to
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the shipper or other person. This construc-
tion also enables the crates to be eempaetly
stored when they are not in use.

The lower section 2 of the crate is provrlded

‘onthe exterior of its ends or heads with trans-

verse cleats 4, arranged a short distance be-

50 -low the uppel er inner edges of the ends or

The upper seetleu'

(No model.)
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| heads 3“, and the u-pper section is provided

with transverse cleats 5, which depend below
the Inner edges of the heads or ends and are

‘adapted to fit against the cleats 4 of the lower

section, whereby the parts are interlocked
and held against longitudinal movement.

The crate is seemed when closed by a

substantially L-shaped locking device G,

mounted on each of the t1aueverse cleats 4
and having one arm 7, forming a pivot, and
1ts other arm 3, which is adapted to be turned
in alinement with the cleats and at right an-
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gles to the same, is capable of engaging the

‘upper edge of the adjacent upper elea,t 5,

whereby the upper section is locked on the
lower seetlon The pivot-arm 7 of the lock-

ing device is provided at its lower end with

3 head 9 ; but any other suitable means may

be employed for retaining it in the perfora-

tion of the lower cleat 4. The upper cleat §

is provided at its outer face with acentrally-

arranged vertical grdove 10, adapted to re-

celve the upper poziﬂen of the pivot-arm 7,

‘whereby the approximately horizontal arm 8

1s adapted to be turned into engagement with

the said cleat 5.
engaging arm 8 of the locking device is bent
upward, as shown, to offset it from the upper
edge of the cleat 5 and this offset portion 11
is enn'a,ﬂ'ed by a forked or bifurcated end 12
of a resﬂlent strip or spring 13, secured at its
other end to the upper edge of the cleat 5
and adapted to be readily depressed to per-

‘mit the arm 8 of the locking device to be

readily engaged with it and remeved from it.

The outer portlon of the
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The spring is provided atthe sides of its fork .

‘or bifurcation with eyes 14, adapted to re-
ceive the wire 15 of a seal 16 whereby the

engaging arm of the locking device is retained

in the fork or bifurcation of thespring. The
wire of the seal may be readily introduced
into the eyes of the spring and the crate can
be quickly sealed, so that access to its con-
tents cannot be had until the seal is broken.
The seal may be readily removed without
injuring the locking device, to which it is ap-
plied.

the minor detalls of onstruetlon Wlbhm the
scope of the appended claims may be re-

Changes in the form, proportion, sme, and
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sorted to without departing from thespiritor |

sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-
vention.

What is claimed is—

1. The combination with a c¢rate composed
of two sections and provided at their outer
faces with abutting cleats, of a locking de-
vice mounted on one of the cleats and engag-
ing the other, and a forked or bifurcated
member arranged to receive the engaging por-
tion of the locking device and provided with
eyes, adapted for the reception of the wire of
a seal, substantially as described.

9. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a locking device composed of
a pivot and an arm arranged at an angle to
the pivot, and a strip of metal having one end
free and provided with a fork or bitfurcation

arranged to receive the arm of the locking
device, said strip being provided at the sides
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of the fork or bifurcation with eéyes adapted
to receive the wire of a seal, substantially as
described.

3. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a locking devicecomposed of
a pivot and an arm arranged at an angle to
the pivot, and a resilient strip or spring se-
cured at one end and having its other end
free and provided with a fork or bifurcation
located in the path of the said arm and adapt-
ed to engage the same, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. |

ERASTUS 1. PUGII.

Witnesses:
W. C. BisHOP,
J. IF. PELIL.
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