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Application filed June 24,1899, Serial No, 721,686,

(No model.)

To all whom it may concern: |
- Beitknown that I, CHARLES WESLEY CRA-
VEN, a citizen of the United States, and a resi-

dent of the city of New York, in the county

of New York and State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Coin-Actuated Book-Receptacles, of which
the following is a speelﬁeatmn

The ob;]ecb of my invention is to prowde a

convenient box orreceptaclefor the reception

of a book of reference, such as a directory,
and capable of being opened by means of a
coln-actuated device when reference to the
book is desired.

The details of such invention and the

method in which it is operated are described

and illustrated in the annexed specification
and accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a view of the box when opened.
I‘lﬂ' 21s a view of the box closed, but with
the falling flap in front open to show the ¢oin-
actunated mechanism.

In the above figures, A is the box or recep-
tacleforr eceptlon of the book to be consulted.

B is the book.

@ is the lid of the box A.

b b are spring-hinges automatlcally closing

the 1id @ when such lld is released; c, a fall—'

ing flap hinged to the bottom of the flont of
Lhe box A, giving access to the coin-actuated

mechanism and to the coins deposited in the

~ box and also securing the rod ¢, hereinafter

35

40

described against removal without unlock-
ing the ﬂan d, a lock securing c.

e is a rod passing through the back of the
book B into a recess in the back of the box,

secured against removal by the closing and

locking of the flap ¢, such flap being in con-

tact with the head of the rod ¢ when closed.
fis a block affixed to the lid ¢ and carrying

a cateh g and a spring-detent A.
o is a longitudinal partition in the box A

- earrying the coin-actuated mechanism; 7, a
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metal plate aflixed to the upper surface of

the partition £ and provided with a coin-ap-

erture /, communicating Wlth a coin-aperture
m in the Iid of the box.

n is an aperture in the plate j for 1ecep-
tion of the cateh g.

P is an aperture in-the plate j for reception
of the spring-detent /.

1 18 a spring-actuated bhdmn plate carry-

| ing the detent s, engaging with the cateh qd,

and the ratehett engaging with the Spmnw-
detent /.

w18 a spring-actuated plunger provided
with a slot ¢ for reeeptlon of a coin when
dropped through the coin-apertures [ and m.

v is a slot formed at the end of the plunger
w for reception of the coin.

w18 a bracket placed underneath the plun-
ger « for the purpose of supporting such
plunger and also forming a base for support-
ing the coin dropped into the slot or aperture
v until such coin is released by the operation
of the plunger wu.

T’he mode iIn which my invention is oper-
ated 1s as follows: A book of reference—as,
for instance, a directory, telegraph-code, or
other book of reference—is placed open in
the box A and is secured against removal by
the retaining-rod e passing through the back
of the book.
moval by one end engaging with a recess in
the back side of the box and the other end of
the rod being secured by contact with the
falling flap c, “which when closed and locked

effectually prevents the removal of the rod e.

The lid of the box is closed and secured from
opening by the action of the catch g engag-
ing with the movable detent s.

ence placed in the box A, a coin is dropped

into the slot 7 in the lid of the box and is

retained in the slot v, being supported 1n such
slot by the bracket w.

coin is pressed against the sliding plate 7,
thereby releasing the detent s from contact
with the catch ¢ and causing the spring-actu-
ated ratchet ? to engage with the spring-de-

| tent ~. On such release being effected the
, | 11d @ 1s raised by the person desiring to con-
i sult the book and is held open as long as the

book is being used. When the use of the
book 18 ended and the hold upon it released,
the box is closed automatically by the action

i of the spring-hinges and locked by the action

of the spring-actuated sliding plate 7 and is
ready for use again when opened by deposit
of another coin.

When desired, a locked box or other snit-
able coin-receptacle can be placed underneath

This rod is secured against re-

The spring-actuated
| plunger u is then plessed, and by the lateral
| action of such plunger the upper edge of the
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When it is
desired to consult the book or work of refer-
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the coin-actuated mechanism and in a line
with the coin-apertures for the reception of
the coins dropped into the box and for facili-
tating their removal.

IHaving thus described the nature of my in-
vention and the mode 1n which 1t 18 operated,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s— |

1. The combination of a box for contain-
ing a book, a coin-actuated device for open-
ing such box, removable means for securing
the book in such box cousisting of a rod
passed through the cover of the book and en-
caging with the back of the hox and secured
by the flap of the box being closed against
the end of the rod and locked, and means for
automatically closing and locking the lid of
the box when not in use substantially as de-
sceribed and for the purposes specified.

2. Thecombination of the box A forcontain-
Inga.book havingalid a provided with spring-

hinges O for automatically closing such lid,

means for securing the book against removal
consisting of the rod e secured by the locked
flap ¢ closing against the end of such rod, the
coin-actuated opening mechanism consisting
of the platej provided with the coin-aperture
{ communicating with the coin-aperture m

in the lid a, the spring-actuated plunger u
provided with slot v, the catch ¢, the detent
I, spring-actuated sliding plate 7, and the
ratchet-detent {, all substantially as described
and Tor the purposes specified. |

3. The combination of a box for containing
a book provided with the spring-actuated hLd
a the partition %, the plate 4, the falling flap
¢, the lock d, and the removable rod e secured
by the flap ¢, with the coin-actuating mech-
anism for opening the box consisting of the
spring-plunger u, the plate 7 provided with
the coin-aperture [ communicating with the
coin-aperture m in the lid a, the slot v, the
bracket w, for reception and retention of the
coin when dropped through the apertures /
and m, the catch g, the spring-detent i, the
spring-actuated sliding plate 7, and ratchet-
detent ¢, all substantially as described and
for the purposes specified.

Signed at the city of New York, in the
county of New York and State of New York,
this 23d day of June, A. D. 1899. -

CHARLES WESLEY CRAVEN.

Witnesses:
J. . HAZELTINE,
CHAS. SEMSEY, Jr.
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