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To all whom it may concern.:

Beitknownthat I, HENRY HEITMANN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Miamis-
burg, in the county of Montgomery and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Tripods; and Idohereby de-
clarethatthe followingisafull,clear,and exact
description of the invention,which will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same, reference being
had to theaccompanying drawings, and to the
figures of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
photographers’ tripods; and the object there-
of 1s to provide a tripod that is very light and
may be conveniently carried about the per-
son and at the same time is very strong and
durable.

The parts comprising the t11p0d are devoid

of clamps or secrews and may be easily con-
nected and disconnected.

A further object of the invention is to pro-

vide a tripod having the above advantages

that may be made and sold at a minimum cost.

In a detailed deseription of my invention

reference is made to the acecompanying draw-
ings, of which—

I"‘lfrm elisa Slde elevation of myimproved
tnpod Fig. 2 is an enlarged view of one of
the 'telescoplc legs. Fig. 3 is a view of one
of the legs 'e‘xtended. Fig. 4 isaviewof oneof
the upper telescopic sections. Fig.5isaview
of one of the uppermost sections. Fig. 6isa
view of two sections, one of which has the
button or projection and the other the en-
gaging notches. Fig.7is an end view of one
of thesections thlI]ﬂ' the button or projection.
Fig. 8 is a plan view of the table or head.

In the following specification similar refer-
ence charactersindicate corresponding parts.

The legs are in several seetwnb each, and
consist of telescopie tubes1, 2, 3, and 4, made
of cold-drawn steel tubmg, one tube ﬁttmn‘
and sliding within the other. The legs made
in this manner are very light and combine &
proper amount of strength, so that they can
be carried withoutin the least being burden-
some.

a longitudinal slit 5 on one side and a series
of notches 6 extending into the metal on one
side of said slit.

7 designates a deeper cut

Each of the said tubular sections has

| inthe edge of the metal, extendlnn*fl om where

the slit 5 terminates at a a, Fig. 6, and pro-

viding space for the buttonfs 3 to move in

when adjusting the legs. The said buttons
or projections 8 are formed on the upper por-
tion of said tubes, with the exception of the
uppermost tubes, and are made by cutting a
tongue in one of the slitted edges and bend-
ing itover, as shown in Fig. 7. The said but-
tons or projections move in the slot of each
apper adjacent tube when lengthening or
shortening the legs, and the said buttons may
be interlocked with the notches 6 by turning
the sections having the notches until the but-
tons enter sald notches. The. tubes inter-
locked in this manner are prevented from
slipping up or downward and are held se-
curely at any desired position.

9 designates a table or head, which consists
of a metal disk or plate having three open-
ings 10 in its edge, into which the uppermost
sections 1 of the legs are placed. When the
sald openings are formed, there are provided
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al the entrances thereof two inwardly-pro-

jected prongs 11, which narrow the said en-
trances, as shown. The said prongs project
in about one-sixteenth of an inch each. The
uppermost sections 1 of the telescopic legs
have openings 12 on each side in line with
each other, and a portion of said upper sec-

| tions is cut out to provide shoulders 13, which

fit against the under side of the table and
against the edge within the openings 10 when
the said sections are connected to sald table.
This connection is effected by contracting or
pressing the upper ends of the sections to-
gether sufficiently to allow said ends to enter
the openings 10 far enough to permit the
prongs 11 to enter the openings 12 in said
sections. In this position the ends of the
legs thus compressed are allowed to expand
and the legs become securely held by the
prongs 11. The shoulders 13 fit against the
under side and edge of the table. The legs
connected. in the manner described are al-
lowed to spread out as may be desired, but
after they are drawn toward each other and
strike a certaln angle they are held in posi-
tion firmly with the lower shoulder 13 against
the lower side of the table.
the table there is a metal screw 14, to which

 the camera may be secured.
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A tripod constructed in accordance with the
foregoing description is very light and when
sel, up is very rigid and strong. "T'he con-
struction is totally devoid of any clamps or
screws and is therefore easily adjusted and
put into position. HKach leg may be drawn
out or pushed In to the desired length, thus
enabling artists to place the tripod partly on
the sidewalk and partly in the gutter,orona
hillside 1t can be made to stand straight and
the table occupy a level position by an easy
adjustment.

[Taving deseribed my invention, I claim—

I. Inatripod, the combination with a table,
of legs consisting of telescopic sections each
of the top sections having a pivotal connec-

tion with the table, and all of the upper sec--

tions being provided with slots and notches,
a button or projection on the upper portions
of each of the sections below the fop sections

adapted to engage with the notehes on each |
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adjacent upper section, and shoulders on the
top section adapted to engage with the table
to limit the swinging movement of the legs.

2. A tripod, comprising a table, telescopic
legs, the top section of said legs having a piv-
otal connection with the table, the top and ad-
jacent sections being provided with longita-
dinal slots with notches extending therefrom,
buttons or projections on the upper portions
of the sections below the top sections adapt-
ed to engage with the notches in the upper
adjacent sections to lock said sections in po-
sition. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I hereunto affix my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

HENRY HEITMANN.

Withesses:
R. J. MCCARTY,
W. BB. NEVIN.
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