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To all whom it may cConcern: |
Be it known that I, FREDERICK B. BAUGH
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Brighton, inthe county of megston State of
Mwhwa,n haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Imp1 ovementq in Crates; and I do declare
the following to be a full, elear and exact de-
scription of the mventlon such as will enable
others skilled in the &rt to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawmﬂ*s and
to the letters of reference marked thereon

which form a part of this specifieation.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in crates; and it consists in the
construetion and arrangement of parts here-
inafter fully set forth and pointed out par-
ticularly in the eclaims.

The object of the invention is to pr ovide a
crate of simple, light, and i inexpensive con-
struction, in Whleh the arrangement is such

‘as to insure rigidity and dmablhty, to enable
the nesting of the crates one within the other,
and to p10V1de a handy and safe means for

the handling and storing of vegetables and
other ar tleles

construction of erate illustratedin the aceom-

- panying drawings, in which—
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Figure 1 is a perspectne view of my im-
proved crate. Fig. 2 is an enlarged detailin

perspective, showmw manner of attachm o the

slats of the crate to the metallic angle- stups
at the corners. Fig. 3 is alike view showmn'
the slats of the crate secured to the inner
faces rather than the outer faces of said cor-
ner-strips. I'ig. 4 is an enlarged detail in

transverse seetlon through the bottom of the

crate, other parts being broken away. Fig.

9184 detml partly in seetmn illustrating the

nesting of the crates one in the other. Flﬂ'

6 1s a deta,ll In section through a portion of |

the ends and bottom of the cmte, other parts
being broken away, also showing by dotted
lmes the nesting of the erates.

Referring to the letters of reference, A des-
ignates the metal strips which give form to
the crate and by means of whlch the slats of
the crate are secured in place. . These strips

are L.-shaped or rectangular in cross-section
and are continuous, ettendmﬂ* down one cor-
ner of the crate, across the end thereof at the
bottom, and up the opposite corner, there be-

“their longitudinal center e form the op

“thecrate, one of the lateral

This ob]ect Is attained by the

| ing two of said stups employed in the con-

structwn oi the size of the plate shown here-
In, onestrip at eitherend of said crate. These

| strlps are formed of sheet metalof the requi-

site gage and length for the size of the crate
to be formed and are bent, as shown, through
posed
sides or ﬂ&nﬂ*es projecting laterally at right
angles to ea(,h other. To provide for bend
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ing the outer portions of said angle-strips up-

wa,rdly, so as to form the vertical corners of

angesof said strip
18 cut tthHU'h, as shown at ¢ in Fig. 4. Said

flange is severed in two places to enable both

- ends of said stripsto be bent upwardly,and the

distance between the incisions in said flange
is equal to the required width of the cmte

- across the bottom. After cutting through

one of the flanges of said angle- stl.lp, as de-
scribed, the end portions of the strip are
turned up'ﬁaldly, as shown, and secured in
a vertical position by passmﬂ‘ arivet b through
the registering apertures «’ in the overlap
ping severed ends of said flange, as shown at
the right of Fig. 4. The vermeal portions of
said a,ntrle-strip form the opposite corners of
the crate, while the complementary horizon-
tal portion of said strip forms the corner of
the bottom of the crate at one end. To pro-
vide forsecuring the slats of the crate to said

metal strips, mterrl al tonguescarestruck from

the sides of said strips by any suitable means
and are so formed as to give them a sharp
penetrating point. The&e tongues, as will
be seen, are arranged in pairs, bemn* 50 1o-
cated as to be adapted to be folded over the
opposite edges of each of said slats and forced
into the fa,ce thereof, as clearly shown, by
which arrangement the slats are securely held

- against lonﬂ'ltudmal or lateral displacement.
 The dlsta,nce between each pair of said sup-

porting-tongues determines the distance be-
tween the sla‘rs of the crate. It will there-
fore be understood that said tongues may be
so located as to cause the slats of the erate to
stand any desired distance apart.

As will be seen on referring to Fig. 1, the

‘side slats B of the crate are suppor ted by the

tongues extending fromn one face of the metal
strips, while the end slats C are supported by
the tongues formed upon the opposite face

| or ann'le of said strips, whereby the sides and
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ends of the crate are firmly united and held |
in a rectangular form. The bottom slats D
of the crate rest at their opposite ends upon
the horizontal flange A’ of the bottom portion
of said strip, whlle the ends of said slats abut
against the vertical flange A’ thereof, there-
by, in conjunction Wlth the embl acing-
tongues ¢, maintaining said slats firmly in
place. DBecaunse of the employment of the
metal angle-stripsin the corners of the crate,
to which the slats of the sides and ends of
the crate are secured, a very stanch and

rigid erate is produced, which will not rack

or twist out of its rectangalar shape.

In the use of crates of this character for
the handling and storing of vegetables 1t 1s
essential that said crates shall be so formed
astonestonein the other. Provisionis made

for the nesting of these crates by the offset

formed by the lower side and end slats of the
crate, sothat the portionsof the metallicstrips
which cross the ends of the bottom of the crate
are adapted to fit into the top of another of
said crates when nested together, asshown in
IFig. 5 and by dotted lines in Iig. 6.

In all of the figures but Ifig. 8 the side and
end slats of the crate are shown attached to
the outer faces of the angle-plates. Itisevi-
dent, however, as shown in Fig. 3, that said
slats may be attached to the inner face of
said angle-plates, so as to place said plates
upon the outside of the corners of the crates,
if desired.

It will be observed that in the construction
of crate herein shown no nails or screws are
employed and that the crate consists wholly
of the metallic strips with their attaching-
tongues and the slats of the crate secured by
said tongues. Itwillalso be understood that
the acu minated endsof the tongues which are
forced intotheslats of the crate are so shaped
as to obviate splitting, so that there is no
liability of the slats becoming loose from their
fastenings, as is the case where nails are ein-
ployed. The angle formation of the metal
strips at the corners adds rigidity thereto and
prevents the breaking down of the corners of
the crate by a weight upon the upper edge
thereof. It will also be understood that a
crate formed as herein shown may be readily
repaired, owing to the fact that should a slat
become broken the attaching-tongues may be
readily disengaged therefrom, the slat re-
moved, and a whole slat secured in the place
thereof without in any way interfering with
the other slats of the crate, the malleability
of the attaching-tongues permitting this op-
eration without injury thereto.

In crates of larger size than the onc herein

6o shown it may be found necessary to use a

|

- strip down the sides and across the bottom at

the center of the crate, in which case a flat
metal strip will be employed bent to conform
to the sides and bottom of the crate and pro-
vided with the attaching-tongues adapted to
engage the slats of the bottom and sides, as
herein described.

Having thus fully set forth this invention,
what I elalm 15—

1. In a crate, the vertical metallic strips
provided with malleable engaging-tongues,
the slats of the crate enwaged and SUppOI‘ted
by said tongues which are folded upon and
driven into smd slats, the horizontal metallic
strips also having enﬂatrmmtonwues and the
bottom slats of the crate suppmted on the
horizontal strips and engaged by the tongues

‘thereof.

2. In a crate, the combination of the slats
forming the sides and bottom, a continuous
metallie strip crossing the slats of the sides
and bottom, said strip having the integral
tongues stru ck therefr om, said. tongues bem @
adapted to be folded upon ‘and secured to ?.md
slats to support and maintain satd sla,tq in
their proper relative positions.

3. In a crate, the combination of the cor-
ner-pieces rectangular in cross-section, said
corner-pieces having tongues upon the op-
posed sides thereof,the slats forming the sides
and ends of the crate embraced by the tongues
of said corner-pieces which are folded upon
and driven into said slats to maintain them
in pldce

In a crate, the combination with the slats
of the crate, a metallic strip crossing said
slats, said strip having integral tongues
struck therefrom, said tongues being formed
with acuminated points and so positioned as
to fold over the opposite edges of the slats
and lap onto the face thereof, the acuminated
ends of said tongues entering the slats to
maintain them in place.

5. In a crate, the combination of the con-
tinuous angle-strip forming the corners and
crossing the bottom of the crate at the ends,

said strips having the engaging-tongues upon
the right-angled faces thereof, the sl&ts form-
ing the bld@S and ends of bhe crate engaged
by said tongues, the slats of the boLtom of
the crate ]yinﬂ' on the horizontal portion of
said strips and engaged by the tongues
therecot.

In testimony whereof I sign this speeifica-
tion in the prescnce of two witnesses.

FREDERICK . DAUGIH.

Witnesses:
CARL A. KELLEY,
KuageNr HICKS.
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