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o all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, JAMES D. MOORE, a citi-
zen of the United States residing at Atlantlc
in the county of Cass a,nd State of Iowa, have
invented certain new and useful IIIlpl ove-
ments in Clasps; and I do herebydeclare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the mventlon su(,h as will enable oth-

ers skilled in the art e whieh it appertains to |

make and use the same, reference being had
totheaccompanying draw ings, fm ming a part
of this specification.

This invention relates to eldsps, and more
especially to that type embodying a pivoted

latch; and the object of the same is to pro-

duce a catch so constructed as to be capable
of operation from a remote point to open the
latchand throwout the strap held by the cateh.

While the device is capable of use in a va-
riety of piaces, ‘I have illustrated and de-
scribed it herein as applied to or used in con-
nection with a windlass such as is commonly

- employed fovloweunﬂ* a casket into the grave.
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It is a harrowing Swht to friends and rela-
tives to see bunn'lmﬂ' wmk on the part of the
cemetery atteudants and one of the most dis-
tressing accidents thELt can occur is when the

lowerin; g-strapscatch upon or beneath the cas-

ket and partially or entirely overturn it or,
at least, necessitate one of the attendants
jumping down onfo the coffin of the dear one
and pulling out the straps. At least it is

- highly desirable that when the casket has
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been lowered to its long resting-place the me-

chanical parapher nalia be removed quickly

and without hltchmg, so that the clergyman
can perform his services and the shock of ac-
cident be avoided.

To this end, as well as to other ends not nec-

essary toenumerate herein, the invention con-
sists in a clasp composed of two hinged parts,
a lateh or pin for locking them closed SO AS
to engage a stmp, a shdmﬂ' throw-off in one
part, *’md a tri lppmn‘ dewce for unlatching the
parts and moving the throw-oft qulckly and
surely. |

The detailed -construction of parts is de-
scribed in the following speeification and
1llustrated in the accompanying drawings,

50 wherein—

' framewmk and Wmdlass of a coffin-lowering

device,showingthe useof myimproved e]aSp
Fig. 2 1s a fr ont elevation of the clﬂ,sp open.
Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the samein eloqed
posmon o -

The casket-lowering device A may bhe .con-

structed as desired, but as herem .5110“ nis as

follows:

a b are two end pleces havmﬂ' mortises [ [,

receiving legs m m’, EldJLlE:tfiblG therein by
means of pins n 1/, and said end pieces are
connected by two side pieces ¢ d, which are
in turn connected by a central cross- -piece /.
Within this framework is located the wind-
lass proper, which consists of a shaft g, jonr-
naled in the end and cross pieces and having
a longitudinal groove & and two drums ¢
splmed thereon at opposite sides of the cross-
piece i, and from these drums depend the
straps b3, hereinafter mentioned, from which
1t will be seen that by sliding the drums to
proper points on the shaft the straps may be
adjusted to caskets of various lengths.
shaft may be rotated in any suitable manner;
but in the present instance I have shown a
gear N, meshing with another gear P on a
crank-shaft R, and a pivoted pawl » may en-
gage one gear to prevent movement of the
windlass when not desired.

Coming now more particularly to the pres-
ent mventlon the clasp D (best seen in Figs.

2 and 3) cons1sts of a body E, having a lonm-
tlldmal channel ¢, through which the str ap i
passes and mthm v\hleh it is secured by a

headed pin ¢ and two projecting pins F. At

one stde of this channel the body pro,]eeifa in

“a rigid ﬂanne (&, having a series of perfora-

tmus a, zmd to the ot,hel edge of the body K
is hinged a wing H, having a “series of struck-
up loopsc'solocated as to passihrough these

perforations when the wing is closed and also

having holes 0" registering with the pins F.
When the wing is closed, a latch consisting

_of a pin L is passed down through the loops

¢ at the farther side of the flange G and thus
locks the wing in position 11111311 the lateh is
again removed. For this purpose a cord K’
1s used, as seen in I'ig. 2. The body of the

strap eontmumﬂ* downward below this catch,

its end is brouﬂ’ht upward again and pr ovided

Figure 1isa general perspectwe view of the | with holes to pass over the pins F, as wﬂl be
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¢lear, and the closing of the wing and engag-
ing of the holes D’ over these pins and against
the strap hold the latter In place.

I/ designates a throw-off consisting of a
strap of metal having a longitudinal slov 7,
sliding under the head of the pin ¢', astride
the two pins I¥, and over the body of thestrap,
which is secured within the channel e, and
the lower end of this throw-off is enlarged or
wedge-shaped, as best seen at 2 in Fig. 3.
T'o the upper end of the throw-off is attached
a cord n° for operating the same, and in the
present instance I have shown this cord as

- connected, as at n?, with the lateh-cord X' in
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such manner that a pull on the latter first
withdrawsthelatchand then movesthethrow-
off upward.

With this construction of parts each strap
is earried down below the clasp to form a loop
sufficiently large to take in the casket C, as
shown in Fig. 1, and itsextremity is returned
and clasped under the wing I1,whichis latched
in closed position by the pin L. After the
caslket has been lowered into the grave a sud-
den pull upon the cord K’ trips the eateh and
throws out the end of the strap, and the lat-
ter is then drawn up by hand and the entire
framework immediately carried out of sight.

I do not confine myselfl to the exact sizes,
shapes, proportions, and materials ol parts,
as considerable change can be made therein
without departing from the spirit of my in-
invention, and especially do I wish not to be
confined to the use of this clasp for any par-
ticular purpose, though it is well adapted to
the means set forth above.

What is claimed as new 1s—

1. A clasp consisting of a body having a
longitudinal channel wherein are projecting
pins, a rigid flange at one side of the channel
provided with perforations, a wing hinged to
the body at the other side of the channel and
having loops adapted to pass through said
perforations and holes adapted to pass over
said pins when the wing is closed, and a pin
removably engaging said loops at the farther
side of the flange, as and for the purpose set
forth. |

2. In a clasp, the combination with a chan-
neled body having a flange, projecting pins

standing in the channel, a wing hinged to the ;
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body at the edge opposite the flange, inter-
locking loops and perforations in said wing
and flange, and a pin removably engaging

theloops; of athrow-off moving in said groove

astride said pins, as and for the purpose sct
forth. |
3. In a clasp, the combination with a chan-

| neled body having a headed pin and a plu-

rality of projecting pins within its channel,
a wing hinged at one edge of the body and
provided with holes adapted to engage the
points of said pins, and a detachable latch
for holding said wing closed; of a throw-off
consisting of a metallie strap with a wedge-
shaped lower end projecting below the cateh,
its body sliding within said groove and hav-
ineg aslot passing undersaid headed pin and
astride the other pins, as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

4. Inaclasp,thecombination with the body
in two members one of which Is channeled,
a hinge connecting the members at one edge,
and a lateh detachably connecting them at

‘the other edge; of pins within said channel, a

throw-off consisting of a metallic strap having
a wedge-shapedlowerend projecting normally
below the clasp and a slotted body moving
in the channel astride said pins, and means
for operating the throw-off, as and for the
purpose set forth.

5. Inaclasp, the combination with the body
consisting of two members hinged together at
one edge and having interlocking perfora-
tions and loops attheir other edge, a latch-pin
engaging the loops when the members are
closed, and pins projecting from one member
toward the other; of a throw-off adapted to
slide longitudinally between sald members
when they are closed and having an enlarged

i and wedge-shaped lower end projecting nor-

mally below them, an operating-cord attached
to the upper end of said locking-pin, and an
extension of the cord beyond such pin of at-
tachment to and connected with said throw-
off, as and for the purpose set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
JAMES D. MOORE.
Witnesses:
J. E. GILLESPIE,
J. L. 'RANKLIN.
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