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To all whom it may conceriv:

Be it known that I, ALICE M. bARTLDTT, a
citizen of the United States and a resident of
Lowell, in the county of Middlesex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Sanitary Ham-
mocks, of W hich the followmtr 1s & %peeliea,-
tiom.

Myinventionrelatestosanitary hammocks;
and it consists in the devices and Qomb1m1-
tions hereinafter described and claimed.

This invention comprises a hammock pro-
vided with an opening covered when not in

use by a flap and provided with a stretcher,

which also serves as a back and over which
said flap may be turned. - Means are provided
for holding the flap in either position and to

secure the safety of the occupant when in a

sitting posatmn

The device isintended, primarily, f01 small
children and 1s adapted to enable them to

answer the calls of nature without the con-

stant attention of mothers and nurses.

The device may be used by the child either
in a sitting or recumbent position.

The hammock is adapted to be attached
when in use to a bed of ordinary size and to

be swung from the head and foot of the bed-

stead or to be supported by any immovable
walls or heavy furniture conveniently situ-
ated, a chamber vessel or other receptacle be-

ing placed upon the bed or upon a table or

floor below the aperture of the hammock.
When not in use for the purpose above in-
dicated, the hammock may be removed from

its supports and may be rolled or folded and

put away or may be used like an ordinary

hammock after turning down the flap over
sald aperture.

In the accompany ing dlELWlIlﬂ“S Figure 11is
an isometric pelspeetwe view of a bedstea,d
and bed with my improved hammock sup-
ported on said bedstead; Fig. 2, a side eleva-
tion of the same; Fig. 3, a plan of the remov-
able seat; Fig. 4, a transverse vertical section
on the line 4 4 in Fig. 3 of the seat; Iig. b, &
vertical transverse section of the hammock
on the line 5 5 in I'ig. 6; Ifig. 6, a side eleva-
tion of a part of the hammock; Fig. 7, an in-

| the hammOck from coming together.

verted plan of a part of the hammock; Fig.

8, a head end clevation of said hammock.

A indicates a bedstead, B bedding, and C
a pillow, all of usual conam uction.

The bod y or bed portion D of the hammock
is a stout sheet of textile material, to which
are attached suspending-cords d in the usual
manner, the outer ends of said cords being
for stability attached to rods d', which may
be secured to rails'a a’ of the head and foot
of the bedstead in any convenient manner,
as by strings or tapes d? tied about said 10ds
4’ and said rails.

The hammock D is provided in the bottom
or seat portion with an aperture ?, and asepa-
rate piece I, with corresponding aperture,
Figs. 1, 3, 4, and 7, is fastened to said ham-
mock by tapes ¢*, secured thereto and tied to
other tapes d", fastened to said hammock, so
that the piece E may be removed from the
hammoclk to be washed. Said aperture d°,
both in the hammock and in the piece E, 1s
reinforced about its edge at e d", preferably
by sheet-rubber or other waterproof material,
Fig. 4, which surrounds said aperture on both
faces of the hammock and on both faces of
the piece E, these reinforces being secured to
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sald hammoeh and piece, 1eSpect1ve1y, by

stitching 1 in the manner indicated by the dot-

ted line ¢’ in Fig. 3. The aperture d®is kept
in shape by a spri_no* wire or whalebone &2,
bent into a circle, covered with cloth, and at-
tached to the under side of the hammock D.
The flap F is secured at the upper end or
end nearest the head of the bed in any con-
venient manner to the bottom of the ham-
mock, as by stitching. To the other end of
said flap I are attached two str aps 1, I'igs. 6,
7, and 8, provided with loops f’, and these
mes when the flap covers the aperture d*
are passed through slits d° also Iigs. 1 and
2, in the ha,mnmel{ and said loops are en-
gaged by hooks d° on other straps d* secured

to the under side of said hammock to hold

the flap smoothly in place.

A stretcher H, represented as a semicircu-
lar board, serves as a back for the child when
in a sﬂstmﬂ' position and prevents the sides of
Tapes
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or strings /i are secured to.the stretcher H
and being passed through holes or eyves " in
the hammock and tied hold the stretcher in
a vertical position and prevent its displace-
ment. |

When the aperture d? is uncovered, the flap
18 turned back over the stretcher and the
loops of the strap f are engaged by the hooks
of other straps d’, secured to the upper sur-
face of the hammock, as shown in Fig. 8, the
straps d° being just like the straps d*, above
described. The flap when in the position
last named is held out of the way and serves
tosome extent to form a cushion for the back
of the occupant. :

A chamber vessel G or other suitable re-
ceptacle is placed upon the bed or upon a ta-
ble or floor below the aperture d® when nec-
essary.

The outer suspending-cords d7, IFig. 1, are
of a suitable length, and are arranged at a
suitable distance from the next adjacent sus-
pending-cords to hold the side edge portions
of the hammock in anearly horizontal position

to form guards d° for the safety of the child

when the child is sitting up, and these guards
may, if desired, be of greater thickness orstiff-
ness than the part of said hammock between
sald guards to enable the guards to hold their
proper position. Theguardsprevent the head
of the child from getting over the edge of the
hammock and causing the child to fall there-
from.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination of the hammock pro-
vided with an aperture and with slits, a flap,
secured at one end to said hammock and
adapted tocoversaid aperture, straps,secured
to the unattached end of said flapand adapted
to pass through said slits, and other straps,
sccured to the under side of said hammock
and adapted toengage said first-named straps,
to hold said flap over said aperture.

2. The combination of the hammock pro-
vided with an aperture and with slits, a flap,
secured at one end to said hammock and
adaptedtocoversaid aperture, straps, secured
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tothe unattached end of said flap and adapted
to pass through said slits, and other straps,
secured to theupperside of said hammock and
adapted to engage said first-named straps, to
hold said flap in place when said aperture is
uncovered.

3. The combination of the hammock, hav-
ing an aperture, a stretcher, removably se-

cured in sald hammock, a flap, attached at

one end to said hammock, straps, secured to
the unattached end of said flap, and other
straps, secured to the upper side of said ham-
mock on the opposite side of said stretcher
from said aperture and adapted to engage
satd first-named straps, to hold said flap over
sald stretcher.

4. T'hecombination of a hammock provided

with holes, a stretcher, arranged in said

hammock, and strings or tapes, attached to
sald stretcher and adapted to pass through
said holes and to be tied on the outside of said
hammock, to retain said stretcher in place in
sald hammock. |

5. A santtary hammock, provided with an
aperture and with a reinforce, for the edge of
sald aperture, of flexible waterproof mate-
rial, surrounding said aperture on both faces
of said hammock.

6. A sanitary hammock provided with. a
removable plece having an aperture and with
a reinforce, for the edge of said aperfure,
consisting of a single piece of flexible water-
proof material, surrounding said aperture on
both faces of said removable piece.

7. A sanitary hammock, provided with a
removable scat-piece, having an aperture, and
with a reinforce, for the edge of said aperture
of flexible, waterproof material, and with a
stiffener, surrounding said aperture and ar-
ranged below and securcd to the under side
of said hammock.

Intestimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

ALICE M. BARTLETT.

Witnesses:

ATLBERT M. MOORE,
GRACE K. IIIBBERT.
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