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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

FREDERIC S. LOTTO, OF NEW YORK,

N. Y.

THEATRICAL APPLIANCE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 633,018, dated September 12, 18899.
Application filed Tanuary 12,1899, Serial No, 701,953, (No model.)

To all w?z,-om Lt 1MLy CORCErTL:!
Be it known that I, FREDERIC S. L.OTTO, of |
thecityof New York, bmouﬂ'h of \Iauhattmn
in the county and State of \Tew York, have
invented anew and Improved Theatrical Ap-
pliance, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description.

~This invention relates to appliances par-
ticularly employed in theatrical plays and
stage illusions, and the object is to provide
an appliance of this character which when
all the parts are assembled will be an exact
representation of a complete piano, but hav-
ing the case so arranged that under certain
conditions certain parts will become disen-
caged from other parts and fall, giving the
instrument the appearance of a wreck, but a
complete or perfect musical instrument ar-
ranged in the case will remain intact.

I will describe a musical instrument em-
bodying my invention and then point out the_
novel features in the appended claims.

Referenceis to behad to the accompanying
drawings, forming a partof this specification,
in which similar characters of reference in-
dicate corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an instru-
ment embodying my invention and showing
the partsin their assembled position. Fig. 2
is a back view thereof. Ifig. 3 1s a perspec-
tive view shiowing the parts in wrecked posi-
tion. Fig. 4 1s a vertical section of the in-
strument.
ing several of the parts separated to clearly
ﬂlus‘mate how they are to be connected; and
Fig. 6 18 a perspective view of a bar for sup-
porting false strings, hammers, and keys, as
hereinafter more fully described.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the
baseof the appliance, upon which is mounted
a box 2, having irregular openings in its ends
and front. Extended upward from the ends
of the box 2 are inner end pieces 3, and se-
cured to these inner end pieces and extended
to the base 2 is a back board 4. Forconven-
ience in transportation it is desirable that
these several parts shall be separable one
from another. ThereforeIhaveshownthe box

2 asremovably secured to the base 1 by means
of plates 56, having interlocking lugs through
The back |

which bolts or pintles may pass.

Tig. 51s a perspective view show--

: ' board 4 ] is secured to the inner end boards 3in

a similar manner.

Removably mounted onthe box21s a small
piano 7 of what is termed the ‘‘yacht type.”
This piano 7has its keyboard 8 extended out-
ward at the front. Having hinge connection
with the base 1 at the flont of the box 2 18 a

bottom {front board 9, having an outwardly-

extended portion 10 to engage underneath
the keyboard 8 of the piano 7 and an up-
wardly-extended flange 11 designed to en-
gage against the front of said keyboard S.

| This flange 11, however, is shorter than the

outwardly-extended portion 10 for a purpose
to be hereinafler stated.

Removablysecured tothe innerend boards
3 and to a cross-bar 12, removably secured to
said end boards, isa top front board consist-
ing of a lowersection 13 and a hinged section
14 The bottom edge of the .seetlon 13 of the
upper fxont board will rest upon the keys ot
the piano 7 and the section 14 when in its
vertical position will extend to the top of the

end boards Soron a line with the top thereof.

This section 14 is considerably shorter than
the distance between the end boards 3, and
its ends are made irregular, as indicated at
15, to indicate breaks when the several parts
are disconnected.

Removably conhected to the box 2 under-
neath the heybomd S is a bar 16, from which
several false strings 17 are hung, and also
connected with several of the strings are false
hammers and keys. Ialse strings 18 are also
loosely hung on the outer sides of the inner
end boards 1. IHinged to the ends of the base
1 are the outer end boards 19, and hinged to
the front edge of each outer end board 19 1s
asection 20,adapted when the outer end board
is in its vertical position to engage 1ts irreg-
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ular edge with the irregular edge of the sec-

tion 14 of the upper front board, and also
hinged to the front edge of said outer -end
boards are legs 21 and a keyboard 22, upon
which false Leyq 2o are mounted. When the
outer end boards are in their vertical posi-
tion, the ends of the keyboard 22 will engage
against the ends of the keyboard 8, so that
the false keys in connection with the oper-
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ating-keys of the piano 7 will give the appear- -

ance of an ordinary seven- oc,tave plano.
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Ilinged to the top of the back board 4 is a
cover 24, having luags 25 adapted to engage in
holes in the upper ends of the outer end

hoards 19 when the several parts are assem-

bled, and also having aspring-hinge connec-
tion with the upper edge of the lmelL board 4

18 & bar 26, which 1s eut in irregular forms at

(O

b5

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

6o

20 of the onter end boards.

the top and painted to represent flames. A
similarflame-board 27 1s attached to the cross-
bar 12. HKxtended rearward from the cover
24 isan arm 28, from which a cord or rope 29
extends downward through a staple 30 on the
bhack board at about the center, and pivotally
connected to the back board are push-levers
31, which normally have a downward and in-
ward ineline. Their outer ends are inclined
or beveled, so as to be in a normal position

in vertical line with the edge of the back |

board, and these beveled ends of the levers
are adapted to engage with angle-plates 32,
attached to the rear edges of the outer end
boards 19. I‘rom the inner endsof thelevers
31 cords or ropes 33 extend upward through
eyes 34 at the top of the back board and then

downward through the eye 30, and below this

eye 30 it will be found convenient to unite, by
means of a knot or otherwise, the several
cords or ropes, as plainly indicated in Fig. 2.
At the bottom of the back board 4aresprings
25, which when the outer 2nd boards 19 are in
their vertical position will engage against the
inner sides thereof, and the office of these
springs is to give a quick outward movement
of the outer end bhoards when released.

- When the several parts are in their verti-

cal or assembled positions, dowels 36 at the

ends of the flange 11 will engage in sockets
formed in the ends of the false keyboard 22
and the lugs 25 wiil engage in the ends of the
outer end boards 19 and the section 14 of the
upper front board will be held by the sections
When the sev-
eral parts are in the position described, of

~course the false strings, keys, and flame-

boards will be ent1rely melosed or hidden,
and the device will have all ‘rhe appearance
of an ordinary piano.

The several movable parts deser ibed may
be termed a ‘‘collapsible casing.” In this
particular instance it is desiﬂ'ned that the
several partsshall appear to be separated by
explosion. Therefore immediately upon the

explosion of gunpowder or the like taking

place a person behind the piano, by dld,WIIlU‘
upon the cords or ropes 29 and 33, will throw

the cover 24 upward, releasing the end boar ds

19, and then the levers 31 Will start the outer
end. boards and the springs 35 will give them
impetus to throw them quickly downward,
and of course at this time the part 14 and the
bottom front board 9 will be released and fall,

disclosing the several loosely-hanging strings
and the ﬂame boards, 1t being understood
that when the e*cploswn' ta,k_'es place Greek
fire or the like will be burned, which will show
through the irregular openings in the box 2

| other parts of the instrument.
cover 24 is in its closed or partly-closed posi-
tion, it will hold the flame-board 26 down-
wmd but as soon as the said cover is swung

‘When the

open the spring-hinges will move the ﬂmne— o

board 26 to its vertical position.

Having thus described my invention, I

claim as new and desire to secure by Lettels
Patent— +

75

1. A theatrical appliance, comprising a
musical instrument within a false casing, con-

sisting of several irregular sections detach-

ably connected together so as to represent a
true casing for the instrument when assem-
bled, but which will fall apart when released,

‘and means for holding the sections in tempo-

rary connection, substantially as specified.

2. A theatrical appliance, comprising a
musical instrument,having a false casing con-
sisting of several separable sections, some of
which have irregular or broken edges, and
false strings in the instrument normally in-
closed by the false casing, substantially as
specified.

)

base, a pilano supported on said base, a top

front board havi Ing an outwmdly-swmmnfr

section with 1its end in broken line, outer end
boards hinged to the base, sections hinged to

said ounter end boards and adapted to engage

with the ends of the upper front board, and
false keyboards hinged to said outer end
boards, substantmlly as specified.

4."A theatrical appliance, comprising a
base, a piano supported on said base, an up-
per front board having a swinging Secti(}n, &

bottom front bar having swinging connection -

with the base, outer end boards having swing-
ing connection with the base, false keyboards

having swinging connection with said outer
end boards and adapted to engage with the

ends of the piano-keyboard to form continua-
tions of the ends thereof, and false sfrings
suspended below the keybo&rd of the piano,
substantially as specified.
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3. A theatrical appliance, comprising a
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5. In a theatrical appliance, a base, a piano o .
supported on said base, a false top board hav-  *

ing a hinge connection, a bottom front board

having connection with the base, end boards

having hinge connection with the base, sec-

tions on said end boards for engaging with
the upper front board, keyboards hinged to
sald end boards-and adapted to engage with
the pilano-keyboard, a back board, a cover
hinged to the back board and adapted for
locking engagement with the end boards, and
means for dlsenﬂ'aemﬂ‘ the parts so that the
movable parts may swing on their hmn'es,
substantially as specified. |

6. A theatrical appliance, comprising a
base, a box removably supported onsaid base,
a plano supported on said box, a back board,
a bottom front board hinged to the base, end

I-ISI '.
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boards hinged to the base an upper front

board ha,vin gahinged section ,Sections hinged
to the end bom ds for connectmﬂ' with the up-

aud also illuminate the flame-boards and | per front board, fa,lse ke} bomds hmtred to
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the end boards for engaging with the piano-
keyboard and form continuations of the ends
thereof, dowels on an outer projection of the
bottom front board for engaging in sockets
in the false keyboards, lugs on the cover for
engaging in holes in the upper ends of the
end boards, and false strings loosely sus-
pended from the instrument, and normally
hidden when the parts are assembled, sub-
stantially as specified.

7. A theatrical appliance, comprising a
base, a box on sald base having irregular
openings through its walls, a piano supported
on said box, an upper front hoard having a

hinged section, a flame-board inward of said

upper front board, a swinging bottom front

board, swinging outer end boards, a back
board, a cover hinged to sald back board, a
flame-board having a swinging connection at
the upper portion of the back board, means
for detachably holding the several parts in
their assemble position, and means for dis-
engaging said connections, substantially as
specified.
FREDERIC S. LLOTTO.

Witnesses:
JNO. M. RITTER,
C. R. 'ERGUSON.
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