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To all whom it maiy concer: |

Be it known that I, WILLIAM A. JEFFERS,
of Mulberry, in the county of Crawford and
State of Arkansas, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Gate - Latches, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description.

The purpose of thisinvention is to pr ovide
a gate-lateh which may be conveniently ad-
justed to suit the variations in the position of
the gate, thus permitting the lateh to be ar-
ranged to compensate for the sagging of the
oate.

‘This specification is the disclosure of one
form of my invention, while the claims de-
fine the actual scope thereof.

Referenceisto be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
invention applied, the full lines showiun the
position of the parts when the gate is open
and the dotted lines showing the relation of
the parts when the gate is closed. Fig. 2 is
an enlarged front elevation of the 1dteh and
Fio. 3 is a section on the line 3 3 of Flﬁ' 2.

As shown in Fig. 1, the latch 1s attdched

to the gate 4, and the bolt is attached to the

post 5. If desired, this arrangement may be

reversed.,

The bolt consists in a pin or bolt proper, 6,

rigidly mounted on a plate 7, fastened in any
suitable manner to the post.
The latch is mounted in a casing 3, which

is fastened to the gate, as shown, and which

has a slot 9 formed in the front Wﬁl[ thereof.

The casing 8 receives the. slide 10, which 1s
movable longitudinally in the casing and

which is held ad justably in position by means

of a pin 11, that may be fitted in either one
of the several transverse passages 12 formed
in the slide 10. By adjusting the pin 11 in
the passages 12 the slide 10 may be held in
any desired position within the casing 8, 1t
being understood that the pin 11 18 passed
thr oun*h an opening in the rear side of the
casing, as indicated by the dotted lines in
Fig. 2. The slide 10 has shoulders 14 formed

thereon, which limit the movement of the
slide,and between these shoulderstwo keeper-
fingers 15 and 16 project from the slide. The
finger 15 is provided with an outwardly-bev-
eled outer end 17, and the finger 16 1s split
to form a fork which receives the pivotally-
mounted latch proper or dog 18. The upper
end of this dog terminates in a widened 1
ger-piece 19 :«md the lower end has a cross-
bar 20. . When the latch is in closed position,

it bears, as shown in Figs., 2 and 3, with the

cross-bar 20, against the finger 15, and when
the lateh is swung to release or engage the
bolt 6 the latch proper is thrown as indicated
by the dotted lines in Fig. 3, in which posi-
tion the cross-bar 20 lies in a recess 21, for med
in the inner face of the finger 16. -

By means of this eonstructlon the gate may
be securely held in closed position, and to re-

lease the gate it is only necessary to throw

down the dog or latch proper, 18, by pressing
the finger-piece 19, which places the dog in
the position indicated by the dotted lines in
Kig. 3 and permits the gate to be moved away
from the bolt 6. The gate 1s locked auto-
matically by a movement of the gate to carry
the lateh against the bolt 6.

Having thub described my invention, I

claim as new and decsne to secure by Lettels

Patent—
1. In a latch, the combination of a casing

having a slot in the wall thereof, a slide

mounted to move in the casing and having

shoulders working in the slot to limit the

movement of the slide, keeper-fingers project-
ing outward from the slide, a latch proper
mounted on one of the fingers and adapted to
swing against the other, and a pin movably
mounted in the casing and adapted to engage

any one of a series of openings in the Shde -

whereby to adjustably hold&the slide.

2. In a latch, the combination of a casmn‘
having a slotin the front wall thereof, a Sllde
mounted to move in the casing, keeper de-

vices attached to the slide and projecting out-

ward through the slot in the casing, and

means for loekmﬂ' the slide in various posi-

thI]S in the casing. |
. In a lateh, the combination with means
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forming a support, of keeper-fingers project- | tion, and the cross-bar entering the recessin -
ing from said means, one of the fingers being | the finger to permit the bolt to move inward -
bifurcated and having a transverse recess in | of the latch proper. o

its inner side,and a lateh proper pivoted be- | WILLIAM A. JEFFERS.
5 tween the arms of the bifurcated finger and ;  Witnesses: |
having a cross-bar at its lower end, the latch W. B. DUGAN,

being capable of swinging up to open posi- - LtLu MARKERT.
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