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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, JAMES ALEXANDER

(xAVITT, of Waitsburg, in the county of Walla |

Walla and State of Washington, have invent-
cd & new and Improved Harness-Buckle, of
which the following is a full, elear, and exact
deseription. | o

The object of the invention is to provide a
harness-buckle especially adapted as a trace-

buckle, but which may be used with equally

good effect upon light or upon heavy har-
ness, and to so construct the buckle that it
will be light, durable, and inexpensive and
capable of being conveniently manipulated
to effect a connection or disconnection be-
tween two straps.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forminga part of this specification,

in which similar characters of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in both figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of the buckle ap-

plied to a trace, and Fig. 2 is a longitudinal
section through a portion of the buckle and

a portion of the trace.

A represents the body of the buckle, and B
the tongue thereof. The body of the buckle
consists of two side bars 10, that are bent to
substantiallyan S form, oneend of the buckle
curving downward and the other end upward.
These side bars are connected by a cross-bar
11, located at the top and serving to connect
said side bars at their upper ends, a second
cross-bar 12, which connects the side bars at
their lower ends, and an infermediate cross-
bar 13, thatis located at the top or outer face
of the buckle between the center and the
cross-bar 12. A loop 14 is formed on each

cross-bar, and satd loops extend in opposite

directions, as shown in Fig. 1, while a double

loop 15 is formed adjacent to the upper or

outer cross-bar 11. A central plate 16 con-
nects the side pieces 10 at their bottom or
inner edges, and a slot 17 is made in the said
plate 16 at or near its center, the said slot
facing in direction of the line of draft.

The tongue B consists of a plate or bar 18,

- having a flat under face, and a pin 19 is pro-

jected from the flat or under face of said plate
or barabout.centrally between its ends. This
pin is adapted to enter any one of the usual

eyelets 20, made in a trace D, the free end of g5

which trace is passed through aloop or strap
21, secured upon a collar or hame strap C,
sald collar or hame strap being provided with
a loop to receive the cross-bar12 of the buekle-
frame, asisclearly shown in Fig. 2.
of the body-bar 18 of the tongue B is reduced,
as shown at 22 in Fig. 2, while at the other
end of said body-bar of the tongue ahead 251s
formed, and the under surface of the reduced

portion 22 of the body-bar of the tongue B 65

and likewise the under surface of the head
25 of the tongue are flattened and are in the
same plane as the flattened under surface of
the body-bar, as is also shown in Fig. 2.

In operation the pin 19 of the tongue is 7o

passed through an eyelet 20 in the trace D,
and the trace is then drawn through the col-
lar or hame-strap untilthe pin 19 fully enters
the slot 17 in the bottom or inner plate 16 of

the buckle-frame, and at that time the re- 7g
duced portion 22 will have entered a recess

23 formed in the under face of the cross-bar
12, and a similar recess 24 is made in the in-
termediate cross-bar 13, through -which the

body portion of said tongue slides. When 8o

the reduced portion of the tongue is beneath
the cross-bar 11, the head 25 of the tongue
will be in engagement with the front face of
the Intermediate cross-bar 13, as shown in
Fig. 2.
the trace is subjected to tension considerable
strain 1s removed from the pin 19, which has
bearing against the end wall of the slot 17 by

reason of the head 25 having bearing directly
against the intermediate cross-bar13. When go

the straps are to be adjusted upon one an-
other, the trace is carried forward upon the
collar or hame-strap until the tongue Bis en-
tirely removed from the frame of the buckle,

whereupon the pinof said tongue may be in- g5

troduced into any propereyelet in the trace.

The buckle is entirely free from springs
and is simply and durably constructed, and
it 1s evident that it can be manipulated as

readily with a gloved hand as with an un- 100

Oneend 6¢

Thus 1t will be observed that when 85
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gloved hand. It is also obvious that the
buelde may be made extremely light and may
be adapted to any style of harness.

When the trace or tug fills the space on
throat of the buckle, it is almost impossible
for the trace or tug to drop away from the
tongue of the buckle since the plate 16,
throu{rh which the pin 19 of the tongue B
passes, holds the strap or tug firmly to its
place.

Having thus described my invention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A buckle, comprising a frame provided
with spaced top cross members,"and with a
bottomn cross member intermediate of thetop
member and having a slot extending out
thronghoneedge, and a straight baror tongue
independent of the frame and having a head
at one end and a pin projecting from the
under side at aboat the center of its length,
said tongue being adapted to be applied to a
strap and then passed with the strap into the
frame to lie under the top cross members
thereof, with its head resting against one of
said eross members and its pin in the slot of
the bottom cross member, substantially as
desecribed. |

2. A buckle, comprising a frame provided
with spaced top cross-bars, one of which is
recessed on its under face and with a bottom

cross-bar intermediate of the top bars and
having a slot extendingout through one edge,
a tonﬂ*ue 1ndependent of the frame, Sa1d
tonﬂ“ue having one end reduced to enter the
recess of the said top cross-bar and provided
at its other end with a head to rest against
the other top cross-bar and about mldway be-

tween its ends with a pin to enter the slot of

the lower cross- bar,
seribed.

3. A buckle, GOHS[bEIHﬂ' of a frame formed
of side bars bent down wardly at one end and
connected by a cross-bar, two spaced top
cross - bars one of which is recessed on 1ts

substantially as de-

under face at the center, and a bottom plate
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intermediate of the cro Ss-bars and having a

slot extending out through one edge, and an

independent tonu*ue havmw one end reduced

to enter the recess of the top cross-bar and

o |

provided at its other end with a head to rest |

against the other top cross-bar and about

midw: 2y its length with a pin toenter the slot

of the bottom plate the said tongue having -

a flat under face and adapted to De apphed
to a strap and passed with It into the frame,
substantially as herein shown and described.

JAMES ALEXANDER GAVITT.

Witnesses:
SMITH I100PsS,
J. W, IIIGHLAND.
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