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To all whom tt may concern:

Be 1t known that I, AMELIA R. FOULKE, a
citizen of the United States, and aresident of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Skirt Fastening and Supporting De-
vices, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. |
My invention relates.to fastening and sup-
porting devices designed for convenience in
connecting the waistband of a skirt at the
placket and supporting sald skirt by connect-

Ing it to the waist.

ThlS device is adapted for fastening and
supporting skirts to waists at the back, so
that the two parts or ends of the skirt-band
will be joined together and both joined to the
band of the waist, it being desirable to so
Join the parts that they can be readily at-
tached, but cannot be separated by accident,
and 1t also being desirable to so construet the
fastening device that it may lie flat and not
show through the belt which is usually worn
around the waist.

My device is composed of three pieces

adapted to mutually interlock by hooks or
any suitable equivalent, so that when assem-
bled together each piece is connected to the
other two. Thus if one hook becomes acei-
dentally unfastened any given piece will still
remain connected to one “of the others and
through the agency of the second piece will
continue to be connected to the third. |

The principal objects, therefore,-of my in-
vention are, first, to prevent the unhookmﬂ'
of the dewee and second, to prevent the
complete separ ation of the garments in case
the device should become partly unhooked.

The objectis also to provide a device which
will not become unhooked by the longitudi-
nalcontracting effect of the belt which is usu-
ally worn outside of the waist.

Anotherimportantobjectis to provide a de-

vice which will firmly suspend the skirt at
the placket or central opening at the back
of the skirt and which will hold up the verti-
cal edges of the placket where the principal
strain comes and keep it properly closed.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 represents an elevation of the de-
vice applied to portions of connected gar-
ments; Ifig. 2, a vertical section at « z, Fig.

- can disengage.

| skirt-pieces may interlock with

t 1; and Fig. 3 shows the reverse side of the

parts of the device, the same being separated.

A represents the waist-gar ment and B C
represent the respective sides of a skirt to be
connected at the placket D.

b ¢ represent the ends of the skirt-waist-
band.

E F G represent the three interlocking
pleces of the fastening and sapporting de-
vice, the part E being seoured to the waist A
by means of a tape H or other wise, ' G be-
ing respectively secured to the portions B C

L of the skirt.

As the simplest and most convenient COon-
necting means I illustrate hooks12 3, adapted
to enter and engage with eyes 4 5 6, althoucrh
other forms of eouphnﬂs may be used to carry
out the principle of my invention.

In use the parts F G are first coupled to-

gether, thus fastening the skirt, and the part
E is then connected to F and G thereby sup-
porting the skirt from the waist A. Should
any one of the hooks 1 2 3 through inadver-
tence remain disengaged, the other two will
suflice to retain the three pieces E I G to-
gether in substantially their proper relation

and prevent the falling or separation of the.

skirt. For instance, if the hook 1 is discon-
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nected the hook 2 will serve to support the

coupled parts I G, or the hook 1 will serve the
same purpose if the hook 2 isdisengaged. If
the hook 3 is disengaged, the parts F G both

being supported by the palt E, will be re-

ta,med by the hooks1 2. When all the hooks
12 3 are properly connected, none of the parts
When the device is covered
by the usual belt of the wearer, the engage-
meunt of the parts E F G is rendered still fur-

‘ther secure.

The plates E K G being being made flat are
invisible under the belt. Thus the device
may be inconspicuously worn and may be en-
tirely concealed.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I elalm, and desire to secure by Lettels
Patent, is—

1. A device for closing and supporting a
skirt, consisting in three interlocking pieces
having suitable coupling formations, said
pleces being attached one to the waist, the
other two to the skirt, so arranged that the
each other
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and with the waist-piece, said pieces being
adapted to be secured to the waist and skirt
respectively, substantially as described.

2. In a skirt fastening and supporting de-

vice, the combination of a single top plate

adapted for attachment to a waist-garment
and two bottom plates adapted for attach-
ment to the respective ends of a skirt-band;
coupling formations adapted to connect each
bottom plate respectively with said top plate,
coupling formations adapted to connect said

bottom plates together and to resist the hori-

zontal movement of the bottom plates W1th

| 1efel ence to the top plate.
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. In a skirt fastening and supporting de-

respectively connected to the ends of the
skirt-band and means of coupling said plates

together, and a top plate and means of con-

nectmﬂ the same to said bottom plates inde-
pendently, and a strap connecting the top

plate with the waist-garment at a point above

the skirt-band.
Signed in the city, county, and State of

'\Tew York this 27th day of May, A. D. 1897.

AMELIA R. FOULKE,

Witnesses:
- ANNA MOORE, |
HrNRY F. PARKER.

| vice, the combination of two bottom plates
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