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To all whom 6t may concerr: |

Beitknownthatl, JOSEPH B. MAY,a ¢itizen
of the United States, residing at Lexington,
in the county of Fayette and State of IKen-
tucky, haveinvented certain new and useful
Improvements in Mail-Bags; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exactdescription of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same. |

My invention relates to improvements in
mail bags or pouches, more particularly to
means for quickly and securely opening and
closing the mouth or open end thereof.

1t has for its object principally to provide

for the expeditious and ready closing and

opening of the bag and at the same time ef-
fectively guard against tampering with the
contents thereof.

Other objects are to produce a device of
simple and economic construction, durable in
use, light, flexible, and adapted for use in
post-office and postal-car pouch-racks com-
monly in use.

To these ends the invention consists, sub-

stantially, of a pouch or bag having its mouth
or end portion provided with suitably-ar-
ranged blind seams,wherebyit may bequickly
folded thereat upon itself.

It also consists in arranging said blind
seams preferably on diagonal or angular lines
and coming to a taper or apex centrally
of the upper edges of the bag, the angular
corner portions of the bag thus formed adapt-
ed to fold automatically upon these blind
seams, the apex or central portion formed
thereby adapted to fold upon a horizontally-
disposed blind seam arranged substantially
as hereinafter described, and to receive a sta-
ple projecting from and secured to the back
wall of the pouch, thus permitting the expe-
ditious closing of the mouth of the bag. . If
desired, these folded portions may be par-
tially enveloped or inclosed by a supple-
mental flap secured to the bag or pouchadapt-
ed to lie flat upon the said previously-folded
nortions and to engage with said staple, the
hole thus being adapted to be effectively se-
cured by any desired fastening ineans.

Intheaccompanying drawings T haveshown
the preferred form of my invention.

In said drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the pouch open. Fig. 2 is an eleva-
tion of the pouch. Fig. 2*is a section on line
292, Fig. 2. Fig. 3isan elevation showing the
diagonal folds turned down. Iig. 4isaview

‘showing the apex turned down upon the bag.

5O
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Fig. 5 is a similar view showing the bag closed

and the supplemehtal flap in position thereon.
Fig. 6 i3 a rear elevation of Fig. 3. Fig. 7 1s
a section on line 5 5, Fig. 5. Fig. Sisan en-
larged section through the label, &ec.
Latitude is allowed herein as to details, as

they may be changed at will, as circumstances

may require,without departing from the spirit
of my invention and the same yet remain in-
tact and be protected.

In carrying out myinvention I take a mail
bag or pouch 1, of usual construction in 1its
eeneral outlines, and crease or fold it at the
mouth or open-end portion upon diagonal or
angular lines upon opposite sides and stitch

the same longitudinally,forming blind seams,

as 2 2, said seams beginning at the lateral
edges, asit were, of the bagor pouch asuitable

distance from the upper or open end and ter- |

6o
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minating about tentrally of the longitudinal

section or length thereof at the extreme por-

tion of said upper edge, thus forming folds

on flap 2°, thus initially folding the bag
upon its blind seams provided for bringing
the inner or opposite longitudinal edges of

30

the folds 2* substantially parallel, and said

parallel edges are provided with pieces of
leather 33 or other suitable material adapted

to lap each other and havingeyleted openings

4 to .receive and permit the passage  there-
through of a staple 5, secured to the bag or
pouch atits back upon the inside. By forming
blind stitches herein referred to it is obvious
that they will cause the flaps to readily fold
thereon, as will be readily understood. The
folds 2*.are themselves, together with the
bag, again folded or creased, this time on
straight lines transversely of the bag, the
crease on the front and rear of the bag being
stitehed, as at 2, to permit the ready folding
of the bag,and thuseffectively close the mouth

Qo
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or open end of the bag or pouch, the openings
3* of the eyelets 3, thus being brought into
individual coincidence and alined with the
staple 5 of the bag, ready to permit of the
application of the padlock thereto for fasten-
ing the same. |

As shown, the front of the bag is provided

with but two eyelets, as the intermediate one |

may be readily.dispensed with. These eye-
lets are so disposed astolie only at such points
along the edge of the folds where no creasing
1s required, and the amount of material at
the point of folding is therefore materially
reduced, thereby insuring the folding of the
bag upon the blind seam 2. Thus closing
or fastening the mouth or open end of the bag
or pouch effectually prevents tampering with
the fastening or gaining access to the con-
tents of the bag or pouch clandestinely. Also
dispensing with all metal fastenings execlu-
sive of the padlock, universally employed in
this connection, as in my invention, over-
comes orreduces to the minimum the liability
of the crushing or otherwjse impairing the
fastening or locking means therefor.

A supplemental flap 7 may be attached to
the bag or pouch 1 by sewing or riveting,

preterably with its lateral edges removed on

diagonal lines, for covering orenveloping the
otherwise exposed edges of theflap 2*, where
they receive or permit the passage there-
through of the staple 5, the latterin thatcase
also passing through an eyeleted opening 62
1n said supplemental flap provided for that
purpose, and thus more effectually, if possi-
ble, protect said parts from being tampered
with. The flap 7 is preferably reinforced or
armed with a piece of leather 72 or other suit-
able material, preferably extended the whole

depth of said flap 7 and a suitable distance

along the bag, as shown. This flap may be
used or not, as desired. It can also be, as
also the other flaps or folding portions of the
bag or pouch, made of a lighter material, if
desired.

In Fig. 8§ I have shown an enlarged section
throughalabeland the means forsecuring the
same to the bag. This label § is preferably
of leather and is provided with slits 8* near
eitherend. Theseslits are adapted to receive
astrap 9, riveted or otherwise secured atone
end to a suitable point on the pouch and hav-
1ng secured to its other or free end a metal
plate 9*. This free end of the strap passes
through aslotin the portion of the bag to which

- the labelis to be secured, and the metal plate

60

65 In the foregoing descriptionI have shown |

J* serves as a barb to prevent its accidental
withdrawal therefrom. I preferably secure
the strap 9 to the rear of the apex, so that
the same will be brought into the position
shown in Fig. 4. If desired, however, the
label may be placed upon the supplemental
flaps, as in Fig. 5, or in any other desired po-
sition. ~

the p_referred form of my invention, but I do
not limit myself thereto, as I am aware that

modifications may be made therein without -

departing from the spirit of my invention,
and I therefore reserve the right to makesuch

changes as fairly fall within the scope of my

invention.
‘Having thus fully described my invention,

‘what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is— |
1. The mail pouch or bag having its open

0

75

end or mouth portion provided with lateral

foldsformed by diagonal stitched blind seams

and with their longitudinal or parallel edges

adapted to lap and receive the pouch or bag
staple, substantially as set forth.

2. The mail pouch or bag having its open
end or mouth adapted to form folds bending
on diagonal stitched blind seams with their
outer edges contiguous to a line extending
through the longitudinal center of said bag

89'.

or pouch and their parallel edges adapted to
lap each other, and receive the pouch or bag

staple, said folds together with the bag or
pouch, adapted also to fold on a transverse
blind seam, substantially as set forth.

3. The mail bag or pouch having its mouth
or open end adapted to formn folds bending on
diagonally-arranged stitched blind seams and
with their longitudinal edges parallel and pro-
vided with eyelets adapted to lap each other,

and recelve the bag or pouch staple, and a
supplemental flap transversely connected to

said bag or pouch and adapted to cover the
outer staple-receiving edges of the aforesaid
flaps and to also receive said staple, substan-
tially as specified. |
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95

10C

4. A mail bag or pouch having diagonal

stitched blind seams arranged adjacent to the
mouth thereof, and corner portions or folds
of said bag adapted to automatically bend

10§

upon said blind seams, substantially as set

forth. |

5. A mail bagorpouch having diagonal and
transverse stitched blind seams arranged sub-
stantially as described; cormer portions or
folds of sald bag adapted to automatically

bend upon the diagonal blind seams, and said
folds and the bag adapted to bend upon the =
It -

transverse blind 'seams, substantially as de-
seribed. |

o

6. Amail bagorpouch having diagonal and
transverse stitched blind seams as described,

corner portions or folds of said bag adapted
to bend automatically upon said diagonal
blind seams, and overlap at their edges, said
edges reduced at a point coincident with the
transverse blind seam, and the folds and the
bag adapted to automatically bend upon said

transverse seam, substantially as deseribed.

7. Amatl bagorpouch having diagonal and

T .

transverse stitched blind seams arranged sub-

stantially as described; a staple secured to
the inner side of the back of the bag and pro-
Jecting through the front thereof, corner por-

136"
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tions or folds of said bag adapted toautomat- | adapted t0 overlap the downwardly-turned 1o
ically bend upon said diagonal blind seams | portion of the bag and its folds, substantially
and engage with said staple, the edges of the | as described.

folds overlapping and reduced at a point co- In testimony whereof I affix my signature
s incident with the said transverse blind seam, | in presence of two witnesses.

and the folds and bag adapted to automatic- | JOSEPH B. MAY.

ally bend upon the transverse seam and the Witnesses:

reduced portion and engage with the staple, MORVEN THOMPSON,

“and a supplementalflapsecured to the bagand HERBERT W. LAWSON.
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