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1o all whom @t muy conceri:

Be i1t known that I, JOENT. BROOKS, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, and a
resident of Baltimore city, State of Maryland,

have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Shoe-Ilolders for PPolishing, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to a device for hold-
ing shoes while they are being polished, and
has for its object to provide a shoe-last which
will fit all sizes of shoes within a wide limit,
upon which a shoe may be easily placed and
removed,and which,although removable from
1ts support, will be held firmmly therebyin spite
of the pulling and straining meldent to pol-
1shing shoes.

In the drawings, Figure 1 1s a side view of
my device; Fig. 2, a view from below. Iig.
5 18 a side elevation, partly in section. Fig.
4 18 a front view of the supporting-bracket.

Similar numbers of reference indicate simi-
lar parts.

1 1s a bracket screwed against a wall or

other support, or it may be mounted upon

the upper end of a post rigidly secured to a
stool or otherwise.

2 18 a tapered socket on the face of the
bracket.

3 18 a lug on the face of the bracket above

the socket, which projects far enough over

the socket to prevent the tapered end of the
last-arm from being raised out of the socket
except when the arm is carefully removed
with the front surfaces of the tapered end
and the socket in contact.

4 1s an arm of metal having on its end a
tapered block located transversely of the arm
and fitting into the socket of the bracket.
To the arm 4 1s secured a shoe-last, preferably
of wood, divided into two parts.

5 is the rear end or heel of the last, which
1s rigidly secured to the arm 4. 6 is the toe
or front portion of the last. Both of these por-
tions are beveled on the upper edges of their
contact-surfaces,sothat when hinged together
below the toe portion may be bent upward on
the heel. -

7 18 a hinge secured to the heel-piece 5,
slotted in its centfer at 8 and provided with
two projecting lugs 9 and 10.

11 is the other half of the hinge, secured to |

the toe portion. This portion of the hinge

= |

consists of a hinge-pin 12 and an angle-bar.
The vertical portion 13 of the angle-bar is
perforated to receive the hinge-pin and stands
between the lugs 9 and 10. Its upward pro-
jecting end above the hinge-pin is beveled so
as to permit the toe portion to rise, but tolimit
1ts motion.

plateof the heel portion of the hingeand serves
asashouldertomaintainthe toeina horizontal
position. Atthe centerof the vertical portion
of the angle-bar and centrally located over
the hinge-pin is a round lug 14, which serves
to support a spiral spring 15 and maintain its
pressure at the center of the hinge. The hori-
zontal portion 16 of the angle-bar is slotted

Itsdownward pr OJectm portion
below the hinge-pin is parallel to the hinge-
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and enters a guide in the bottom of the toe

portion of the last.

17 is a plate secured to the sole of the toe
portion of the last and maintaining the hori-
zontal portion 16 of the angle-bar in place.

18 18 a lug on the plate 17, turned up into

the slot of the bar 16 to limit its motion.

19 is a longitudinal circular recess in the
center of the toe portion of the last in which
the spring 15 rests and which forms a bearing

| for the opposite end of the spring, one end

of which rests npon the lug 14.

The operation of the device is as follows:
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The last is bent upon its hinge and the toe

inserted into the toe of the shoe.
1s then applied to the shoe and the spring
compressed until the heel of the last can be
easily inserted into the shoe, the last then
straightened, and the spring allowed to ex-
pand, when 1t will hold the shoe firmly. To
remove the shoe, compress the spring by

pressure applied to the toe, bend the last on

1ts hinge, and then release the pressure, and
the expansion of the spring will carry the

heel of the shoe beyond the heel of the last,

and it may be removed from the toe of the
last.

The advantage of my structure is that it
permits the shoe to be put on to and taken
off of the last without bending the sole of the

shoe, and it will stretch and hold any s1ze
shoe within its limits.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. In a shoe-last the combination of a heel
and toe portion, hinged together,in combina-
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tion with a spiral spring interposed between
the toe portion and the hinge and means for
maintaining and guiding the toe portion in

- connection with the ]Jmﬂe

10

20

2. In a shoe-last the eombmatlon of a heel
and toe portion hinged together and a spiral
spring interposed between the hinge and the
toe portion, the axis of the spring intersect-
ing the pivot of the hinge.

3. In a shoe-last the combination of a heel

and toe portion hinged together, one side of

the hinge secured to the heel portion and the
other side being provided with an extension
upon which is mounted the toe portion, soas
to slide thereon, and a spiral spring, one end
of which bears upon the hinge and the other
upon the toe portion of the last, substantially

-as described.
4. In a shoe-last the eombmatmn of a heel |

and toe portion hinged together, one side of
the hinge secured to the heel portion and the

other side being provided with an extension

upon which is mounted the toe portion, so as
to slide thereon and a spiral spring, one end
of which bears upon the pivot of the hinge |
and the other end in a recess in the toe por-

tion, substantially as described.

5. In a shoe-last for polishing shoes, a last

divided into a heel and toe portion, which are
hinged together, the toe portion sliding on 1its

| 30': 
side of the hinge and provided with a spiral
spring, beaunﬂ' at one end on the hinge and ==~

at the other end on the toe portion, an arm

secured to the heel portion and a bracket with
a detachable connection between the bracket
and arm substantially as described.

Signed by me at Baltimore city, State of

'\Ianland this 7th day of March, 1899.

JOHN T. BROOKS.

YWithesses:
CHARLES H. MILLIKI\T
M. R. JONES.
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