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To all wlom it may concern:
Beitknownthatl,l’'RANK ROBERT PARKER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bat-

{le Creek, in the county of Calhoun and State

of Michigan, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Wire Fences; and 1|

do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,

such as will enable others skilled in the artto

which it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in metal-work construction, more par-
ticularly to improvements in metal or wire
fenceconstruction; and theobjectsandnature
of the invention will be apparent from the de-
tailed description of the construction illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, as an
e*(mnple of one form of several in which my
invention can be embodied.

The invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures in construction andin combinationsand
in arrangements of parts and details, as more
fullyand particularly pointed out and speci-
fied hereinafter.

Referring to the accompanying dmwings,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a metal
picket or fence-post constructed in accord-
ance with my invention, showing the line or
fence wires locked thereto by mechanism in-
volved in my invention. Iig. 2 18 an edge
view of the picket, the line-wires locked there-
to being shown in cross-section. ~ Fig. 3 is a
front view of the construction in Fig. 1. Fig.
4 is a rear view thereof.
cross-section showing more clearly the biting,

sharp, or saw edges of the picket against

which the line-wire is forced and over which
it 1s bent by the wedge or locking-pin. Iig.

61is a detail view of one of the locking-pinsor |
- at the inner ends of “the transverse slot are

ceut at an angle to the planes of the wings of -

wedges. Fig. 7 1s a detached view of the
pwket showmn* the SlOtS with rounded ends
conforming in a measure to the round wire
cenerally employed

In the drawings, ais a picket, post, or brace
for a wire fence or other wirework construc-
tion. - This article a is formed of an angle
bar or plate. The bar 18 of any suitable

length for the purposeintended and is formed

of sheet metal bent or doubled to render the
barangular in cross-section,usually,although
not necessarily, forming an angle less than
a rightangle, or, in other words, an acute an-

—tg

Fig. 5is an enlarged

-width to receive wires of various sizes.
inward deptn of the slot is suflicient to per-

1e with the apex arranged longitudinally

a,nd preferably centrally alonﬂ' the front side,
face, or edge of the bar.
that the rear face or faces of the bar form a
longitudinal recess or concavity.

N are the line-wires of the fence, arranged
in any suitable manner and any distance

‘apart and of any number, as required by the

conditions or purposes for which the fence or
inclosure is intended.

© The bars « (although only one is shown)
can be arranged any suitable distance apart

and can be for‘med of desirable lengths to
transversely cross all of the line-wires of the

fence, as shown in the drawings,or otherwise,

so that any one bar or pmket receives Eblld

locks a less number than all the wires of the
However, these bars or pickets are

fence.
preferably arranwed vertically and of such a

length as 1o mtelsect the planes of all the
11ne wires of the fence, and mechanism 18 usu-
ally provided to lock each line-wire to the
picket at the desired distances apart.

The picket or bar is formed mth one or
more transverse notches orslotsa’, cut or oth-
erwise formed across 1ts apex or J?roms face.

The slot extends from the apex inwardly in
8o

the two wings or diverging sides of the angle
iron or bar any suitable distance and is of 2

mit the wire to rest against the edges of the
bar at the inner ends of the slot aud receive

a locking key, wedge, or pin ¢ within the an-

gle of the bar and between the same and the

wire, so that the wire passes through inter-

mediate portions of both diverging wings or
sides of the bar and is inclosed wﬂahm the bar.
The two walls or edges ¢? of the bar or picket

It wﬂl thus be noted
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the bar to form inwardly-facing sharp orsaw

edgesa®. Suitablemeansare provided tolock
the wires in said slots and to the pickets or
bars. TFor instance, in the drawings a key,
wedge, or pin ¢ IS shown movable 1011011]1](11-
nally of the bar or picket and fitted within
the central angle thereof, so as to lie longi-
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tudinally therem and close the slob OIItSIdB of

the wire and at the same time wedge and press
the wire against said sharp edﬂe.s the wire

hmmm an 11*1wmd o%et or kmk b between
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the two said sharp binding edges of the bar | wire, expand the key automatically drops by

at the inner ends of the slot. The said key
has a flat face Dbearing against the wire.
Said faceis preferablyinclined longitudinally
and upwardly of the key, so that downward
movement of the key binds and forces the
wire against said biting edges and tends to
increase the kink or bend of the wire if ‘the
wire was formed with the same previous to
application of the key. The key preferably
tapers or inclines downwardly at the face en-
gaging the wire or at all of its faces, if so de-
sired. Thekeyasshownistriangularin cross-
section to conform to and fit in the angle of
the picket and present a flat face to the wire.

In operation the wire is placed in the slot
and held to the inner ends thereof, and the
key 1s inserted from the top between the wire
and the inner angle of the picket and driven
downward the desived distance, thereby trans-
versely spanning the slot and foreing the wire
Inwardly, so that the said edges of the picket
at the ends of the slot bite into the wire and
irmly hold the same against longitudinal
movement through the picket. Itshould be
noted that the said biting edges at the inner
ends of the slot are arranged approximately
longitudinal of the picket and transversely of

thewire and attheendsofthe kinkinthe wire. -

?
sothat the wire bends in oversaid sharp edges.

The keyis held in its proper upright position
by fitting in the angle of the bar, and hence
when the metal parts, such as the picket and

reason of 1ts weight and still maintains the
parts in the locked position, preventing loose-
ness, and when the parts contract the key
maintains 1ts position, and thereby increases
the tightness of the joint or lock.

The picket can have any desired number of
slots suitably spaced, so that the pickets can
be manufactured and adapted to fences of
various formations. The pickets can thus be
made and sold as articles of manufacture.

Having thus fully deseribed myinvention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

The picket consisting of the metal bar, sub-
stantially as set forth, having the straight
slot through the apex thereof extending into
the opposite sides of the bar at right angles to
the plane thereof, said sides of the bar formed
with the inwardly-projecting biting edges a?,
i’y ab the ends of said slot, the fence-wire in
sald slot having the lateral offset /', between
and terminating at said edees which bite and
hold the wire, and the locking-wedge ¢, in the
angle of the bar and fitting the offset ', and
forcing the wire against said edges, all com-
bined as shown.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

FRANK ROBERT PARKER.

Witnesses:

A. D. WaBB,
If. A, ALIAVARDT.
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