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To all whom it may concerm:

BeitknownthatI, THEODOR AUGUST KSSER,
a citizen of the United States, residing in the
city of Chicago, in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, have invented a new and
useful Improvementin Fixturesfor Curtains,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements In
fixtures for curtains, especially of the kind
called portieres; and the objects of my inven-
tion are, first, to provide a pole, rod, or strip
having tracks thereon for traveling hangers
and of such construction that it can be fas-
tened directly to a door-lintel or other sup-
porting-framework without any intervening
space between said pole, rod, orstrip and sueh
lintel, dispensing with end sockets or sup-
ports; second, to provide a hanger which will
easily travel upon said pole and support the
depending fabrie, and, third, to provide the
other details herein set forth. I attain these
objects by means of the mechanism illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a view of the rod in transverse
section, showing the means of supporting the
tracks thereon for the traveling hanger, and,
further, showing the hanger in position there-
on. Fig. 2 1sa side view of my device, show-
ing the pole, hanger, and means of fastening
said pole to the lintel. Fig. 3 is a view {from
beneath the device when attached to the lin-
tel, showing the pole, hanger, and means of
fastening said pole to its supporting-frame.
Fig. 4 is a view in perspective of the hanger,
ShOWlnﬂ‘ the hanger-rollers and eyelet which
far mshes means OI attachment to the depend-
ing fabriec. FKig. 51s a view of a portion of
the hanger, sh@wing the pin which serves as
a bearing for the hanger-roller, said roller
being shown in longitudinal section thereon.
Fig. 6 is a view of the mechanism in position,
showing a portion of a lintel and depending
portiere. Fig. 7 is a view 1n transverse sec-
tion, taken on the line 7 7, Fig. 6, with the
hanger in position.

Similar letters refer tosimilar parts through-
out the several views.

Thehanger A,preferably of metal,resembles
in general shape a half-ring or toreand has on
its outside periphery, midway of its extremi-
ties, a projecting loop or eyelet a, to engage

with a hook on the portiére. Neartheextremi- |

| ties a’ a’ of the hanger A,

traveling upon the tracks ¢’ ¢'.

and extending in-
ward toward the center thereof and having
their longitudinal axes in the same straight
line, are the pins ¢® ¢?, which serve as bear-
ings for the hanger-rollers B B. Said pins
a* a* are provided -at their free extremities
with heads ¢® ¢®, which retain the rollers B B
upon said pins ¢*® a®>. The rollers B B are
substantially cylindrical and rotate around

their longitudinal axes upon their bearings

a* a?, above described.
The pole or strip C is made of any %mtable
materml and has two flanges or ledges ¢ c,

‘which project laterally and extend through-

out its entire length. 'The upper surfaces ¢’
¢’ of the flanges ¢ ¢, which are flat, lie in a
plane parallel to the length of said pole C

and form tracks or treads upon which the
‘hanger-rollers B B travel.

Lying between
and extending upward from the inner edges
of the tracks ¢’ ¢’ is a raised portion d, hav-
ing a flat face designed to bear against the
supporting frame or lintel H. The portion
¢ of pole C is of such width as to provide
clearance between said portion D and the ad-
jacent extremities a® a® of said pins a® ¢* when
hanger A is in position upon said pole C.
The height of said raised portion d above the
tracks ¢’ ¢’ is somewhat greater than the di-
ameter of the hanger-rollers B B, thus pro-
viding clearance between the bottom of the
lintel H and the top of the 1011618' B B when
The greatest
width of the po]e C is at the outer edﬂ'es of
the tracks ¢’ ¢, said width being somewhat
less than the diameter of the hanger, thus
allowmﬂ' clear&nce between the edges of the
tracks ¢’ ¢ and the hanger A. The under
portion e of the pole C is preferably convex

| downward and so proportioned as to leave

sufficient clearance between said portion e
and the hanger A. The screw f, in connec-
tion with its washer ¢, serves as means for
fixing the pole or strip C to the lintel H.
Said washer ¢ is countersunk to receive the
head of said screw f and 1s also curved or

otherwise properly shaped to conform to the
under surface of the por b1on e of the pole or
strip C.

The hanger A 1s 80 placed upon the pole C
that the hanger-rollers B B bear upon the
¢ and the hanger A extends down-
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ward in a direction away from the raised por-

tion d of the pole C.
such hangers as are necessary to support the
curtain. The upper surface of the part  of

the pole or strip C is placed firmly against
the under surface of the lintel I, and Lhe pole
C is then fastened to said lintel'by means of
the serews f, extending through the pole C
and into the lintel FI. The head of the screw
¥, exposed surface of the washer g, and sur-
face of the under portion ¢ of the pole C will
form substantially acontinuous surface. The
fabric I is engaged by hooks or in any other
suitable manner to the eyelets @ 1n the hang-
ers A and may then be easily drawn in either
direction along the pole C. Itisobviousthat
in this construction no space 18 left between
the pole or strip and the lintel, and the pole
or strip may be given a color corresponding
to that of the lintel. Thus the pole or strip
will have the appearance of being part of the
lintel and adds a finished appearance thereto.
The upper edges of the portiére are also
brought much closer to the lintel than in the
construction formerly used, and as the hang-
ers run upon rollers there. is much less fric-
tion in drawing the curtain than where the
hangers have only sliding contact with the
pole.

In the construction herein described the
fabric may be hung in such a manner that its
upper edge will extend beyond the hangers
to which it is attached, and as the distance
from the hangers to the lintel is small the

There may be as many

fabric will by its own stiffness extend upward 33

a distance sufficient to completely hide the
hangers and pole. DBy this method of hang-
ing the pole and hanger are not noticeable.
It is obvious that the shape of the lower
portion of the strip or pole, as well as that of

' the hanger, may be varied without departing

from my invention.

What I claim as new, and de%ne to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s—

A fixtare for Suspendmg cnrtmns, consist-
ing of the combination of an inverted-T-
shaped strip or pole, the upright central por-
tion whereof is adapted to be directly attached
to, and lie closely against the surface of a
lintel or other supporting structure; ledges
upon said strip or pole protruding laterally
one from eachside of the central portion there-
of, the upper surfaces of said ledges forming
tracks or ways lying in the same horizontal
plane; a depending hanger consisting of a
yoke, said yoke having at or near each ex-
tremity thereof, a pin Whleh serves as a bear-
ing for a roller, and a roller upon each of

md pins bearing upon sald tracks or ways,

‘whereby said yoke is supported upon said

horizontal ledges in such manner that said
yvoke may vibrate in the direction of the
length of said strip or pole.

THEODOR AUGUST ESSE R.

Witnesses:
JESSE (COX,
ITowArDp M. Cox.
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