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To all whom it may concern: _

Be it known that I, ELizA M. STEWARD, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Ash-
ville, in the county of Pickaway and State ot
Ohio, have invented a newand useful Device
for Stretching Table-Cloths, &e., of which the

following is a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
devices for stretching table-cloths, lace cur-
tains, and analogous articles.

The object of the present invention is to im-
prove the construction of devices for stretch-
ing fabrics and to provide a simple and 1n-

expensive one adapted to be readily handled

and capable of enabling one person to stretch
a table-cloth, lace curtain, sheet, or other
large piece of fabric and arrange the same
perfectly smooth after such article has been
dampened and preparatory to ironing the
same. .

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of

parts hereinafter fully deseribed, illustrated

in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the elaim hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of a stretching device constructed in
accordance with this invention. Fig. 21s a
sectional view taken transversely of the de-
vice and illustrating the manner of stretch-
ing a table-cloth or analogous article.
3 is a detail perspective view of one of the
sections of the device. Fig. 4 is a similar
view of the other section of the device.

Like numerals of reference designate cor-

responding partsinall the figuresof thedraw-
ings.

1 and 2 designate bars or sections, prefer-
ably constructed of wood, adapted to clamp
the edges of a table-cloth, lace curtain, sheet,
or analogous article and designed to hold the
same s0 that one person may readily stretch

a large piece of fabric perfectly smooth pre- |

paratory to ironing the same. The lower
bar or section 2 is provided at its Inner en-
gaging edge with a longitudinal tongue 3,
which fits into a corresponding groove 4 of
the upper section or bar 1, as clearly illus-
trated in Fig. 2 of the accompanying draw-
ings, whereby they are adapted to clamp a
fabric. The ends of the bars or sections are
connected by keepers in the form of bands 5

Fig.

and 6, mounted, respectively, on the seclions

1 and 2 and embracing the same. These
bands, which are oblong, as shown, are se-
cured by suitable fastening devices to their
respective sections, and they project there-
from, forming loops for the reception of the
ends 7 and 8 of the bars or sections. These

‘ends 7 and 8, which engage the loops, are ta-

pered, as shown, to form wedge-shaped por-
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tions, and the clamping action of the barsor .

sections may be varied by sliding them lon-
gitudinally on each other, as will be readily
understood. | |

The lower section is provided near its ends
with screw-eyes 9, located between the ends

of the device. The screw-eyes are adapted

| to engage hooks 10, designed to be embedded

in a door-frame, window-casing, or other suit-
able support,whereby the device may be hung
up in a horizontal position.

In the operation of the device the table-
cloth or other fAbric to be stretched, after 1t
has been dampened and preparatory to iron-
ing, is doubled or folded once to bring the
end edges or hems together, and these end
edges or hems are placed on the tongue of the
lower section and are clamped in such posi-

tion by placing the grooved upper section

over them and engaging the tapering ends
and the loops or bands. The device is then
hung on the supporting-hooks, and the oper-
ator is enabled to stretch the fabric evenly
and smoothly by taking hold of the same and
drawing it taut. By this construction one
person may conveniently handle large pieces
of fabriec—such as table-cloths, lace curtains,
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sheets, and the like—which often require two

persons to stretch them smoothly for ironing.
The invention has the following advan-

9o

tages: The device, which is exceedingly sim-

ple and inexpensive in construction, is adapt-

t ed for enabling a person to streteh table-

cloths, lace curtains, sheets, and other large
pieces of fabric and smooth the same pre-
paratory to ironing them, and the sections or
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bars, by being provided at their ends with re-

versely-disposed beveled portions and loops,
are adapted to be readily arranged to clamp
and release a fabrie. |

Changes in the form, proportion, size, and

the minor details of construction within the
scope of the appended claim may be resorted
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to without departing from the spirit or sacri-
ficing any of the advantagesof this invention.

What is claimed is—
A device of the class deseribed, compr 181]1'-’3"

5 the relatively slidable bars or sections 1 a,nd.

2 adapted to receive between them the fabrie
to be stretched, an interior tongue on one sec-
tion and an interior groove in the other to

provide proper engaging faces for the fabric

10 and also guides for the sliding movement of
the sections, and rigid keepers in the form

| of loops attachéd permanenﬂy to oné end of‘_

each section, and engaging the contiguous
end of the other sectlon substantmlly as de-
scribed.
- In testimony that I claim the foregomg as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the plesence of two witnesses.
ELIZA M STEWARD

Witnesses:
P. H. HOFFHINES,

J. W. SHUEMAKER.
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