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To all whony Tt My conceri:
Be it known that I, SAVILLE JOHNSTON, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
- Massachusetts,haveinvented certain newand
useful Improvements in Implements for Un-
stopping Bottles, of which the following is a
description sufficiently full, clear, and exact
to enable those skilled in the art to which 1t
appertains or with which it is most nearly
connected to make and use the same.

This invention has relation to a device for
unstopping and uncorking bottles; and it has
for its object the provision of means having
such struetural characteristics as shall well
adapt it to perform the operation of opening
all bottles stoppered by the common means
or methods. | |

I propose to employ my invention in con-
nection with a pocket-knife, connecting 1t
with the handle and in some respects using
it in a manner similartothatin which a blade
of the knifeisemployed, though I may employ
it in other ways and useit separate from any
other device or contrivance.

Reference is to be had to the annexed
drawings, and to the letters marked thereon,
forming a part of this specification, the same
letters designating the same parts or features,
as the case may be, wherever they oceur.

Of the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of the invention, showing it as applied
to a knife-handle and representing the latter
as though it were partially transparent. Iig.
9 is a bottom view of what is represented in
[ig. 1. Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on
the line 3 3 of Fig. 1 and looking against the
end from left to right. '
showing the manner of operating the inven-
tion in connection with a crown-stopper. FEig.
40 5 is a side view showing the manner of using
the invention to unstop a bottle in which &
patent stopper is employed.

In the drawings, a designates the body of
my improved bottle-unstopping implement,
from which body part there projects a rela-
tively long and slightly-curved arm 0. The
said arm is provided on its inner face and
outer end with a rounded recess ¢, 80 as 10
malke the end of the arm to consist of a kind
of a hook, as is most clearly shown in Fig. 1.
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Trom the other edge or side of the body por-.

tion « there projects a short curved arm d, |

Fig. 4 is a side view

" el

which terminates in a claw e of bifurcated
form, though it may be otherwise suitably
shaped. |

The inner face of the arm b is beveled In
opposite directions, so as to form a sharp-
ened ridge f therealong, which ridge may ex-
tend the entire length of the arm or but a
short distance, the balance of the inner face

of the arm being otherwise shaped.

This implement is shown in the drawings
as pivotally connected with a pocket-knife
handle ¢, so as to be closed or folded into the
handle or opened out therefrom in a manner
similar to a knife-blade. Any other than a
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knife-handle may, however, be used as a han- -

dle for the device.

With the implement opened out, as shown,
in case a ‘‘patent” stopper—that is, a stop-
per having a staple or its equivalent extend-
ing outward from its top—is desired to be
drawn from a bottle, the hook ¢ will be caught
in the bow of the staple, resting the arm on
the edge of the top of the bottle, and by operat-
ing the handle as a lever the stopper can be
easily drawn.
~ If the bottle should be closed with what is
commonly known as a ‘‘crown” stopper,
which is a metallic cap crimped at its edge
over a rim or bead on the margin of the mouth
of the bottle, then the claw ¢ may be caught
under -the edge of the cap and with a bearing
at a point along the arm O as the fulcrum-
point the cap can be easily pried off by 1ift-
ing upward on the handle g. |

In case an ordinary cork is used as a stop-
per, having a wire to tie it down, the arm 0
may be run around the neck of the bottle un-
der the wire and in this way cut the wire, 80

as to permit of the removal of the cork.

This invention, in connection with a cork-
serew, provides meéans whereby any com-
monly-stoppered bottle may be uncorked or
unstoppéd, and it is the desire to produce an
implement céapable of performing the herein-

- before-mentioned functions that has resulted

in this invention.

Figs. 4 and 5 give illustrations of some of
the ways of using the invention.

The implement can be rendered service-
able to a degree by the employment of some
of the features mentioned and omitting oth-

ers: but such changes as a mechanic may
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make therein without essentially altering its | longer of said arms being _formed‘with a eut-

construction and mode of operation I would
not regard as a departure from my invention.
Iaving thus explained the nature of the in-

vention and described a way of constructing
and using the same, though without attempt-
ing to set forth all of the forms in which it

may be made or all of the modes of its use, it
18 declared that what is claimed is— |

An implement for unstopping bottles com- |

prising a single blade formed with two oppo-

sitely-curved arms of unequal length, the |.

ting edge extending along its inner or con-
cave edge, sald inner edge being also notehed

near 1ts outer end, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses, this 24th day of
February, A. 1. 1898.

| SAVILLE JOHNSTON.
Witnesses: | o :
ARTHUR W. CROSSLEY,
ANNIE J. DAILEY.
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