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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ROLLAND THOMPSON, &
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Passaic, in the county of Passaic and State
of New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Couplings for HKlec-
tric or other Wires, of which the following 1s
a specification.

The object of my invention is to provide
a simple and inexpensive coupling for use
more particularly for joining the ends of
trolley electric wires and that will require
in forming the joint no solder or analogous
material which is liable to burn out from the
heat such couplings are exposed to. |

In the accompanyingdrawings, Figurelis
o side elevation.of a coupling constructed ac-
cording to my invention. Fig.21sa central
longitudinal section, partly in elevation, of
the same. Fig. 3 is a top view. Fig. 4is a
transverse section through the middle of the

same, and Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the.

coupling-sleeve ready for application.

E E are the ends of two ordinary electric
wires to be coupled together, each being pro-
vided with a hook-shaped extremity G, com-
prising a shoulder I, extending upwardly at
right angles, or nearly so, to the upper side
of the wire. The end surfaces H of the wires
diverge from each other when in place from
the curved hook portion near their upper
side to a point along their lower sides, the
inclination of each being substantially an
angle of forty-five degrees. - |

A is a coupling-sleeve containing a slot If
in its upper side to receive and engage the
hook portions of the two wires. lts upper

half portion Bisadapted to fit closely around
the ends of the two wires, and its ends are
curved and taper toward side portions C of
reduced length, which before being used to |

allel to each other in order to allow the hook
portions of the wires to be inserted in place.
‘After the latter has been effected the sides
are bent around flush with the lower side
portions of the wires, their width D and
length being adapted to fit between the di-
vergent lower portions of the ends of the
wires and form a flush lower surface there-
with. In this manner the wires are locked
together without the aid of solder, and the
danger arising from the burning out of the
latter is obviated.

I claim—

1. A coupling, comprising wires having
hook-shaped extremities containing shoulders
extending upwardly from the upper sides of

the wires, and a split sleeve contalning a slot

to engage the said hooks and having i1ts up-
per portions adapted to fit around the ends
of the wires, and its lower side portions ex-
tending around and fitting between the ends
of said wires and forming a flush lower side

therewith, substantially as described.

9. A split coupling-sleeve havingits upper
portion provided with a slot to_engage hook-
shaped extremities of wires to be joined, and
adapted to fit around the ends of the same,
and having its lower portions of reduced
length and adapted to be bent around flush
with the lowerside portionsof the said wires,
and fit between the bottom portions of di-

vergent ends thereof, substantially as de-

scribed. |
Signed at New York, in the county of New

York and State of New York, this 8th day of

June, A. D. 1399. - |

ROLLAND TIIOMPSON.

Witnesses: | | |

GEO. WADMAN,

N. E. IIENNESSY.
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