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To all whonv it may concerw:

Beit known that I, EMIL J. BEIN, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Newark, in
the county of Essex and State of New Jersey,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Bill or Paper Files; and I do
hereby declare the following to be afull, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable othersskilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ret-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to letters of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.

This invention has reference to a novel
construction of paper or bill file in which

the box or case to receive the files or papers |

is provided with a movable follower-board,
behind which the papers to be filed away are
stored. | T -

The object of this invention is to produce
a novel construction of clamping or holding
mechanism which shall take up a minimum

- space on the front of the follower or presser
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- tially, in a novel construction of clamping
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board, so that there may be no loss ot space,

to enable the filing away in the box or case

of the largest possible number of papers.
The invention therefore consists, essen-

lever or mechanism operatively connected

with the follower or presser board to permit

of a forward or backward movement of the
board and also serving to lock or firmly clasp

- the same in an upright position against the

35

40

g0

papers, whether there is but one paperin the
box or a large number of the same. -
Theinvention consists,furthermore,in com-

bination with a follower or presser-board hav- |
. ing an opening for the insertion of the finger |

with a clamping-lever or suitable holding
mechanism attached to the board, having the
finger or pull portion of a pivoted lever in
close proximity to the face of the board and
directly in front of the hole therein, whereby
the thickness of the operating mechanism oc-
cupies a minimum amount of space in front
of the board, and hence provides a construc-
tion of bill or paper file adapted to receive
the largest possible number of papers.

The invention also consists in such other

novel arrangements and combinations of |

/.

-

parts and the minor details of construction

thereof, all of which will be fully set forth in
the accompanying specification and finally
embodied in the clauses of the claim. |
"The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying sheets of drawings, in which—
Figure 1 is a perspective.view of a box or

case provided with a movable follower or

presser board and a clamping or holding
mechanism, all. embodying the features of
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my present invention, and Fig. 2 is a side

view of the several parts illustrated in said
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a cross-section of the base-

board of the box or case, taken on line = -

and representing the follower or presser
board and its holding or clamping mechan-

ism in front elevation, and Fig. 4 is a vertical

section taken on liney in FKig. 3. FKig. 51s
a perspective view of the several parts of my
novel construction of locking "or holding

‘mechanism before it-is attached to the fol-
‘lower or presser board, and Figs. 6 and 7 are

similar views of certain parts of the mechan-
ism illustrated in said I1ig. 5.

Similar letters of reference are employed
in all of the above-described views to indicate
corresponding parts. |

In said drawings, A indicates the box in

‘which the papers are to be filed away for fu-

ture reference. Said box, which may be of
any desired form, is provided with the usual
form of base-board a, connected at the base
of the front ¢’, as shown at o, and also at the

‘sides by means of the guide bars or rods 0

and b’, as clearly represented in Ifigs. 1 and

'2: but the use of the guide bars or rods 1s not

essential, and said parts a and o’ may be oth-

erwise secured to form substantially a trian-
‘gular box, as will be clearly evident. In the
center of said base-board a are a pair of paral-
‘lel and longitudinal grooves a® and a*, above
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which I have secured, by meansof screws, as -

¢, or in any other well-known manner, a
guide-bar ¢ in such a manner that its longl-

tudinal edges partially overhang said grooves
“a® and at, as will be seen from an inspection

of Fig. 3. The follower or presser board d is
movably arranged above said base-board a by
means of a plate e, adapted to be secured
upon the face of said board d in any well-
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jections, as ¢*, which are adapted to extend
down into said slots a® and ! in the base-
board o and engage beneath the projecting
longitudinal edges of the guide-bar c.
ing to this arrangement and construection of
the parts said follower or presser board can
be freely moved backward and forward in an
upright position and can be tilted to an in-
clined position in the usual manner at any
desired point of the board a. Said plate e,
which 1s preferably made from sheet metal,
18 provided along its longer sides with up-
wardly or outwardly extending ribs or flanges
e’ and e*, each of which has a perforated ear
e’, and €° is an elongated slot or opening, as
clearly illustrated in Iig. 6. Pivotally ar-
ranged on a suitable pin €%, which is fixed in
said perfomted ears ¢, are a pair of arms g

and ¢', their lower ends being in turn pivot-

- ally connected with a suitable pin 14, secured
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in a pair of flanges orribs /' of an operating-

lever f. At or near the lower end 72 of said

lever and secured in said flanges or ribs 7' is
a pin % (See Figs.4 and 5.) Pivotally ar-

ranged upon said pin f*is a perforated lug
or lucrs h' of a suitable clamping or holdmﬂ‘
dog or bar A, said dog or bar being pr 0V1ded
withan eutwardlv-extendm orasping orlock-
ing jaw R% Said dog or bar £ is also slid-
ably arranged above the elongated slot or
opening e°in the plate ¢ by means of one or
two screws A% which are screwed into said
dog or bar A and extend through the slot &b,
ha,vmrr their heads arranged in a groove or
recess d:' forming a Glllde in the follower or
presser bar d, or they may be secured in any
other manner and bear against washers A4,
which In turn bear agalnst the surrounding

edges of the slot or opening ¢° in the plate ¢, |

and thereby operatively hold said dog or b&l
i in sliding contact on the face of said plate
e, as clearlyillustrated in Fig. 4. By thisar-
rangemenb the dog or clampiug-bar h slides
vertically against the face of said plate e,
thereby overcoming any possible forward
tilting motion of the follower-board d when
the parts of the operating mechanism are in
their clamping positions. The said bar A~ be-
ing thus pulled or pushed down in its verti-
cal guide forms a very positive lock with but
very little friction and consequent wear of

clamping - bars of which have an 011twmd
movement which thus bring an outward
strain upon the follower—boa;rd and prevent
its being positively locked in its position for

retaining the papers orfiles back of it. Said
operating-lever

tion f° at the top, which forms a finger-piece

on sald lever in very close proximity to the |

05 face of the follower or presser board d di- |

rectly in front of a hole or opening d?®in said |

Ow-

TRl =T

J 18 formed with an inwardly |
and slightly-outwardly projecting end por- |

631,772

known manner, smd plate ehavmﬂ a suitably 1 board for the inserfion of the ﬁnu'e1 into the
cut-away porblon e’ and a pair of luﬂ*s Oor Pro-

same and directly. back of said ﬁnﬂ'el -plece
of the lever f, whereby said lever can be
drawn forward and the holding-jaw A? of the
dog or bar & disengaged from its operative
holdmﬂ* enﬂ'aﬂ'ement wmh the guide-bar ¢ to
pertit ‘the forwa.rd and backward movement
of the board d upon the base o of the box or
case A, as will be clearly evident.

When i1t 18 desired to introduce the papers
between the follower or presser board d and
the front board a’ of the case or box A, the
operator places his or her finger in the space
formed by the opening d* in said board d di-
rectly behind the finger-piece or pull portion
f° of the lever 7, whereby the parts of the

locking or clamping mechanism by pushing

said lever forward are moved from the posi-
tions indicated in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, to
the position indicated in Fig. 5, and the fol-
lower-board 1s free to tip forward and can be
moved along the guide-bar ¢ to enable the
person Lo get at the papers. 1o hold the pa-

pers in thelr stored or filed-away positions

behind said board d, the said board is moved
backward in its upuﬂ'ht position on the base
a of the box A and the lever f pushed back
against the board. As soon as the lever is
turned into the position indicated in Fig. 4
the grasping or holding end of the dog or bar
h binds tightly upon the guide-bar ¢, and the

arms ¢ and ¢', which are pivotally connected

with the plate ¢, will forcibly push the fol-
lower or presser ‘board d an'amst the papers

| behind it.

From the above description it will be seen

‘that 1 have produced a cheap and simply-

constructed device which is perfectly opera-

tive for the purposes stated and in which the
‘several parts of the locking or holding mech-

anism take up very little room in front of the
board, and hence the box can be used to store
away a great many more papers than in the
constructions of file-holders as now made.

Fuarthermore, by the arrangement of the com-

pound-lever construction a back pressure is

exerted upon the follower or presser board

at or near the middle thereof, while at the

| same time there is a direct downward pres-

sure of the dog and an upward motion of the
board, whereby I derive the benefit of an ab-
solute lock and receive the full benefit of the

| depth of the file.
the movable parts, as in the constructions of |

clamping devices as heretofore made, the | in the several alranwements and combina-

‘tions of the parts, as well as in the details of

I am fully aware that changes may be made

the construection thereof, without departing

{ from the scope of my present invention.
Hence I do not limit my invention to the ex-.

act arrangements and combinations of the
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several parts and the construction thereof as

~described in the accompanying specification
-and embodied in the clauses of the claim.
Having thus described my invention, what

I claim is—
1. In a bill or paper ﬁle, the (301111}111:1131011
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with the box or case, of a movable follower
or presser board, and a locking or clamping
mechanism operatively secured to said board,
consisting essentially, of a slotted plate e, a
holding dog or bar operatively held over the
slotin said plateeand havinga vertically-slid-
ing motion on said plate, and means connected
therewith for causing the holding or grasping
engagement of said dog or bar with the base-
board of the box or case, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.

2. In a bill or paper file, the combination,
with the box or case,-of a movable follower
or presser board, and a locking or clamping
mechanism operatively secured to said board,
consisting, essentially, of a slotted plate ¢, a
holding dog or bar operatively held over the
slot in said plate e and having a vertically-
sliding motion on said plate, a lever f pivot-
ally connected with said dog or bar, and a
separate means of pivotal connection of said
lever with said plate e, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth. |

¥

3. In a bill or paper file, the combination,
with the box or case, and its movable fol-
lower or presser board, of a locking mechan-
ism operatively secured to said board, con-
sisting, essentially of a plate e having a pair
of longitudinal flanges or ribs provided with
perforated ears or lugs, a pin in said ears or
lugs, a lever f, one or more arms pivotally
connected with said pin on the plate e and
with said lever f, and a holding dog or bar 2
having a vertically-sliding motion on said
plate e, but also pivotally connected with the
bottom of said lever f, and having a for-
wardly-extending holding-jaw, substantially
as and for the purposes set forth. |

In testimony that I claim the invention set

S |
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forth above I have hereunto set my hand this 4o

2d day of July, 1397. |
~ EMIIL J. BEIN.
Witnesses: S |

FREDK. C. FRAENTZEL,
Wwu. . CAMFIELD, Jr.
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