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To all whomnmy it may concern:
Be it known that we, JOSEPH D. IIEFFNER,
JOSEPH J. ALLEN, and WALLACE COLLIER,
citizens of the United States, residing at L.ex-
ington, in the county of IFayette and State ot
Ixentucky have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Pocket-Protectors, of which
the following is a specification. |
Thisinvention relates to pocket-pr otector S,
and has for its object to provide a novel, sim-
ple, efficient, and economical pockeb-protector

which may be conveniently and quickly ap-

plied without the necessity of sewing 1t to or
securing it within parts of the garment and
without damaging the garment and which
can be readily removed and subsequently re-
placed if occasion demands.

To this end our invention c¢onsists in.the.
combination of a resilient base-plate designed.

to lie upon the inside of the garment and hav-
ing struck up from its opposite ends tangs

adapted to passthroughthe fabric to the front

of the pocketand a spring adapted to lie along
the outer side of the pocket beneath the up-
per edge thereof, said spring being provided

at its opposite ends with eyes or loops, which
may be passed over the tangs carried by the

base- plate and the tangs then bent back and

down inoppositedir ectmns to attach the base- !

plate and spring in place on the garment.
The invention also consists in the specifie

features of construction and in the combina-

tion or arrangement of parts hereinafter de-

seribed, and particularly pointed out in the

claims following the description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,

forming a part of this specification, wherein—

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing our

improved protector applied to the pocketof a

garment—such as a vest, for example. Iig.
2 18 a rear view showmn the base-plate in
place. Fig. 31s a horizontal sectional view
of the pr otector applied to the carment. Kig.
4 is a perspective viewshowing the base- plate
and the coiled spring before their attachment
to the garment, and Fig. 5 is a detail view
showm gthe base -plate prowded with aleather
lining.

In order to enable those skilled in the art
to make and use our invention, we Wﬂl now
describe the

‘thereto.

] drawings, wherein the numeral 1 indicates a

pmtlon of a vest or any other garment hav-
ing a suitable pocket, as at 2, which is to be
plotecled at its entrance b‘y our lmproved
pocket-protector, whereby articles contained

55

in the pocket eannot accidentally escape

“therefrom.

The improved protector comprises, a,monw
other things, a thin resilient plate 3, of steel

or other suitable metal or material which .

will yield and resume its normal position.
This resilient base-plate is slightly curved
longitudinally and is widest at a point mid-
way between its ends, asat 4, from which point

it tapers gradually toward 1ts opposite ends,

forthe purpose hereinafterexplained. Struck
up from the ends of the base-plate 5 are two

tangs 5, that are formed integraily with the

base-plate by punching them out from the lat-
ter and then bending them up at right angles
The 1e51hent base-plate 1s deswned
to lieagainst orupontheinside of the gar menb
and the projecting tangs pass throuﬂ'h the
fabric or material to the front or outer side of
the pocket. Alengthwise extensibleand con-

tractible spring 6 is adapted to lie parallel to

the base-plate and when in use along the front
or lapel of the pocket at a point below the

edge of the entrance of the latter and is pro-
1 vided at its extremities with eyes or loops 7,

which are slipped over the tangs 5, so that
the spring lies on the outer su:'ie or lapel ot
the pocket, and the tangs are then bent back
away from each other and down upon the ends
of the base-plate. The spring 6 is placed un-
der tension before being shpped over the
tangs, and the resilient base - plate being

'_._Sllﬂ‘htly curved longitudinally outward the
spring will draw the lapel of the pocket
firmly against the base-plate throughout its

length, eﬁectually preventing the accidental
escape or withdrawal of any article or arti-
cles from the pocket. In practice the tangs
should not be bent up directly at their point of

juncture with the base-plate, but should be
bent up a slight distance therefrom, whereby
when the tangs are bent back and down upon

the base- pla,te to secure the parts in position
the tangs will not be ruptured or broken off.
‘Thepointed tangs form fastenings by means

same in detail, referrin o to the | of which the base-plate and spring may be at-
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tached to garmentsof varyingthickness with- |

out altering or changing any of the partsand
without injury to the garment and without
sewing any part of the protector to or secur-
ing it within parts of the garment. Theelas-

ticity of the spring permits the pocket to be |

opened sufficiently to permit articles to be
slipped 1nto and removed therefrom, while
the curved resilient base-plate operates to
keep the spring under a constant tension and
cause it to engage and hold the lapel of the
pocket closed at every point.

given to1it at the point most needed-—tha,t is,
mtermedmte the endsof the base-plate—w ith-
out at the same time impairing the elasticity

or resiliency of the latter, and, moreover, an

extended bearing is provided for the spring,

or other apparel of the wearer.
prevent the metallic base-plate from wearing
or cutting the fabrie,
similar material, may be arranged on the face
of the base-plate and the same is firmly and
securely held in place by passing the tangs 5

therethrough.
| Constmcted as above described the pro-

tector is simple, economical, and effective

and may be quickly applied t0 any garment

without the necessity of sewing it to or secur-
ing it within parts of the garment and with-
out injury to the latter.

Having described our 1lwent10n what we
claim is—

1. A pocket-protector consisting of a base-
plate having an integral tang struck up at or
near each end and a spring lym parallel to

‘said Dbase- plate and provided with loops or

eyves engaged with the struck-up tangs of the
Iatter, said tangs being bent down upon the
base-plate to secure Lhe spring, substantially
as described.

2. A pocket-protector, consisting of a base-
plate designed to lie upon the inside of a oar-
ment and h&ving an 1ntegral tang struel{ ab
or near each end, a coiled spring

lie alopg the outside of the edge or lapel of
the pocket and provided at its extremities |

By making
the base-plate of the form shown strength is

a lining 8, of leather or :

| pansible and contractible spring
lie along the outside of the edge or lapel of

adapted to

with loops or eyes, said spring being secured

in place by slipping said loops or eyes over 55

the tangs and bending the latter back and

down upon the base- plme substantially as
described.

3. A poeket—proteetm COHSISUH*D‘ of a re-

 silient metal base-plate curved long 1tud1nally

and designed to lie upon the mmde of a gar-
ment, said base-plate having an integral tang

i struck up at or near each end, a lengthwise

expansible and contractible spring adapted
to lie along the outside of the edge or lapel
of the pocket and provided at its extremities
with loops or eyes, said spring and base-plate
being secured in place by passing the tangs
throucrh the said eyes or loops and bendmﬂ'
them ba,ck and down upon the base-plate, sub-—

| stantially as described.
so that the latter cannot possibly hook over
or engage the upper or under edge of the:
base-plate, and by making the ends of the:
base-plate tapered or reduced, as shown, no
projecting corners or edges are furnished
which would be aptto catchin the suspenders
In order to -

4, A pocket-protector, eonsmtmﬂ' of a re-

silient metal base-platecurved longltudmally

and tapering from its center toward its ends,
said base-plate being adapted to lie upon the
inside of a garment and having an integral
tang struck up at or near each end and de-
smned to be passed through the garment and

the edge or lapel of the ﬁ*armen‘r a length-

wise expanmble and contracmble spring
adapted to lie along the edge or lapel of the
pocket and provided at 1ts extremities with
loops or eyes arranged to be slipped over the
tangs and the latter bent back and down upon
the base-plate, substantially as desecribed. -
5. A pocket-protector consisting of a resili-
ent metal base-plate designed to lie upon the
inside of a garment '-‘;a,ld base-plate having
an integral ta,nfr struck up at or near each
end, a leathe:t lmmﬂr secured on the face of
the base-plate by the tangs, a lengthwise ex-
adapted to

the pocket and provided at its extremities
with loops or eyes adapted to beslipped over
the tangs and the latter bent back and down
on the base-plate, substantially as described.
In testimony whereof we have hereunto set
our hands in pr esence of two subseribing wit-
11CSSES.
JOSEPH D. HEFFNER.
JOS. J. ALLEN.

VV‘.A. ].J]-JA_ O H: G OTJIJIE R{.
Witnesses: |
F. B. KEEFER,

JAMES L. NORRIS.
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