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To all whom tt may conceri:

Be it known that I, JOSEPH C. WEAVER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Zanes-
ville, in the county of Allen, in the State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Harness Attachments;
and I do hereby declare that the following 1s

a full, clear, and exact description of the in-

vention, which will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings,which form part of this
specification. -

My invention relates to improvements in
harness attachments. -

The object of my present invention 1is to
provide a simple, convenient, and economical
harness attachment specially designed to be
employed upon draft-harness, adapted to ob-
viate or relieve the chafing and wearing fric-
tion of the harness-breeching upon the draft-
animal’s hips, which friction wears off the
hair of the hips in a well-understood manner,
thereby disfiguring the animal and causing
unnecessary discomfort. | |

Another object of my improvement is to
equalize and make easier the weight of the
load in going downhill.

A still further object is to providea means
for so connecting the breeching with the girth
as to prevent the draft-animal from getting
one of his rear feet over the quarter-strap in
striking at fliesin a well-understood manner.

My invention comprises a circular pad of

leather or other suitable material, a rigid me-
tallic bar pivotally mounted midway its ends
upon said pad, preferably at the center there-
of, and provided at its opposite ends with

suitable slots or openings, in which the for- |

ward ends of the quarter-straps are secured,
and a forwardly-projecting metallic strap or
clevis pivotally mounted upon the said bar
at the middle of its length and adapted to
secure the inner end of the choke-strap.

The novel feature of my invention consists
in the construction and arrangement of the
operative parts, whereby the strain upon the
breeching is equalized for the purpose speci-
fied. | ,

In the accompanying drawings similar ref-
erence-numerals indicate like parts through-
out. S |

‘shown.

‘the harness-girth 10, Fig. 2.

Figure 1 is an enlarged perspective detail
of my improvement, showing the relative
arrangement of its operative parts and also
showing the preferred manner of securing the

adjacent endsof the choke and quarfer straps

thereto. Fig. 2is a side view of a harnessed
draft-animal with my improvement in posi-
tion thereon. -
Referring now to Fig. 1, the pad 1 of any
proper form ordimensionsis preferably made
of leather orother non-metallic flexible mate-
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rial and is preferably circular in contour, as -

At or near its center is fixed a pin
or pivot 2, on which is pivotally mounted or

| fulerumed midway its ends a metallic lever
| 3, having a holding eye or slot 9 in the oppo-

site ends thereof adapted to receive and se-
cure proper snap-hooks 4 of common form,
which are connected in any proper manner
to the forward ends of the quarter-straps o.
On the pivot-pin 2 are loosely mounted the
apertured free ends of the metallic straps or
clevis 6, as shown, the forward Iooped end of
which is adapted to loosely contain the ring
7, which in turn is loosely mounted in the

adjacent rear end of the choke-strap 8 of

well-understood form and function. The said

lever 3 and its above-described codperative

mechanism are.of course arranged or mounted
upon the outer or lower face of the said pad
3, the upperface beingadapted torest against
the body of the animal. The position for my
improvement is immediately at the rear of

The operation of my improvement thus de-
seribed is obvious, for the pivoted lever 5, to
the extremities of which the quarter or side
straps are secured, being free to move in the
direction of the tension or strain upon the
breeching 11, tends to equalize the strain upon
the breeching caused either by the motion of
the draft-animal in walking or by the weight
of a load upon a downgrade. - It is also
obvious that my improvement greatly de-

| ereases, if not entirely obviates, the liability

of the animal getting his rear foot over the
said quarter-straps in kicking at flies, which
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was a well-known difficulty prior to myinven- roo

tion, and was without a sucecessful remedy.
Obviously the material of which my inven-
tion is made is wholly immaterial so long as

| it has the requisite strength and lightness.
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My improvement thus constructed is sim- | thereof and adapted to secure the forward
ple, cheap, readily adjusted, has but small | ends of the quarter-straps as shown; a metal 15

- liability of getting out of repair, and by equal- | strap or clevis pivotally mounted on said le-

izing the strain contributes to the comfort of | ver and adapted for & holding engagement

5 the draft-animal, equalizes the strain upon | with the choke strap, all substantially as de-

the harness, and increases the safety and du- | seribed.
rability thereof Signed Dy me at B I‘mﬂVayne Allen county, 2o
Having thus described my invention, what State of Indiana, this 2013}1 da,y of March, A.D.
I desire to secure by Letters Patent i 5 1 1899. |
1o The combination in a harness attachment, . . J OSEPH C. WEAVER. -
of a flexible belly-pad; an equalizing two- Wltnesses: -
armed lever pivotally fulerumed upon said ADELATDE KEARNS,

pad, and at a point midway the extremities

| AUGUSTA VIBERG.
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