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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, ANDREW KIRCHER, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illmms ha,ve invented certain new and use-
ful Impmvements in Casket-Carriers; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, 1efelenee
being had to the accompanying deings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon
which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to an imploved de-
vice 1n the nature of a detachable carrier or
haund-grip for use upon coffins or burial-cas-
kets of the class desceribed in my prior pat-
ent for casket-carriers, issued June 6, 1399,
No. 626,432,

The 1nvent10u consists in the matters here-
inafter described, and pointed out in the ap-
pended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, I‘lﬂ'ure 11is
a view in side elevation of a casket provided
with a carrying device constructed in accord-
ance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a section
taken on line 2 2 of Fig. 1. FIig. 3 1s a sec-
tion taken on line 3 3 of Fig. 2. FHKig. 41is a
face view of the socket-plate shown 1n Figs.
2 and 3. Fig. 5 shows a sectional view of a
carrier embodying a modification of my in-
vention. Fig. 6 1s a face view of the socket-
plate shown in Fig. 5.

As shown in said drawings, A indicates a
burial-casket as a whole, and B two hand-
orips which are detachably secured thereto.

A’ indicates the bottom of the ea%ket and
A* the side walls of the same.

lat metallic socket-plates C are eountel-
sunk into the lower surface of the bottom
wall of the casket near the ends thereof and
are rigidly secured to the said bottom by
means of screws or the like and constitute
means for detachably securing thereto the
hand -grip B. The said soeket plates, as
shown in Figs. 2 and 3, are secured over elon-
gated recesses in the bottom surface of the
casket by means of secrews or the like. Kach
of the said plates is set flush with the bottom
surface of the casket and is provided with an
apertme ¢, having a narrow slot or extension
¢ at the end thereof nearest the end of the
casket. = '

Kach of the handles B is provided at its end
designed for contact with the casket with a

| ends of the sawme.

' flat contact-surface and also with a stud D,

having an enlarged head {’, which is adapted
for insertion through the aperture ¢, but
which is wider than the slot or extension ¢,
so that after the stud has been inserted in the
aperture ¢ the said handle may beinterlocked
with the plate by moving the handle in a di-
rection to bring the stud into the slot ¢’ of the

, -plate when the sides of the head will engage

theinner side of the plate on each side of the
slot. Obviously the handle may be readily
attached to or detached from the casket by
endwisemovement with respect tothe socket-
plate. The said handle I will preferably be
curved in its upper part to bring the main

part or grip thereof adjacent to or outside of

the end of the casket, as shown in the draw-
ings, thereby affording what may be known as
a ‘‘pistol-grip,” which fits well in the hand
and has the additional advantage of bringing
the hand in position where it will be out of
contact with the cornerof the casket, asshown
in Kig. 1.

As a modification of my invention I provide
a socket-plate C' and handle B’ similar to
those before described, such modifications
beingillustratedin Figs. 5and 6. Thesocket-
plate C' in this instance has two slotted ap-
ertures ¢® c* similar to the slotted aperture in
the plate C, the said apertures being prefer-
ably pla,ced one behind the other, as shown.

The handle B’ (shown in Fig. 5) is provided
with two studs b? b? similar to the stud 6 of
the handle B, each having an enlarged head
b3 b5, The said studs are pldced one behind
the other and spaced so as to correspond with
the apertures in said plate, so that when the
same are inserted in the plate they may be
drawn back into the slotted recesses and
firmly locked in the said plate in a manner
similar to that already described in relation
to the plate C and handle B. The result of
this construction is to greatly increase the
strength of the connection between the han-
dle and the casket by giving greater length
to the plate, which is set in the bottom of the
casket, and providing two studs, whereby the
strain on each stud is greatly dlmmlshed

Detachable hand-grips made as described
may be located at any suitable places upon
the coifin or casket and at either one or both
Ordinarily they will be
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needed only at one end of the casket, this
being the heavier or head end thercof. They
may be placed at a greater or less distance
from the end and at such distance from the
sides as may be found convenient. These
hand-grips are intended more particularly for
the use of the undertaker or his assistant in
carrying a casket through doorways or down
stairways or in other positions where the pall-
bearers are unable to sustain the casket by the
useof the usual side handles, it being the prac-
tice under such circumstances for the under-
taker and his assistants toplace themselves at
the head or foot of the casket and carry the
same without ald from the pall-bearers. Ifig.1
1llustrates the employment of the detachable
hand-grips in carrying a casket down a stair-
way. Inthisinstance the head end of the cas-
ket, which is uppermost, is provided with the
hand-grips,which aregrasped by a person who
is in the more elevated position, this position
or location of the grip giving bearer a firm
hold on the casket and enabling him to effect-
1vely support the same, notwithstanding its
inclined position. The foot end of the casket
1s shown as supported by the hands of an-
other person in the usual manner, this being
the lighter end and the one which is carried
foremostindescendingstairways. While the
hand-grips are not usually ncecessary at the
sald foot or lower end, because the same is
lighter and the weight does not tend to pull
the casket downward or away from the per-
son supporting it, as iu the case of -the upper
or head end, yet similar handle-grips may bo
used at such lower end with advantace when
desired. |

Obviously the plates forming the part of
my invention may be very cheaply construet-
cd, and inasmuch as the same are set in the
bottom of the casket flush with the lower sur-
face thereof they may be conveniently pro-
vided on any casket. This is especially truae

1inasmuch as the application of the said plates
does not require an aperture through the bot-
tom of the casket, which in some cases is ob-
jectionable.

The handles are of small size and may be
conveniently earried in the vest-pocket until
required for use, when the same may be

631,574

quickly inserted in the sockets and used with-
oub attracting attention. YWhen their use is
no longer required, the handles may be in-
stantly detached by moving the same for-
wardly in theslots and removing them down-
wardly out of engagement with the socket-
plates.

I claimn as my invention— .

1. A casket-carrier comprising a grip pro-
vided at 1ts upper end with a flat contact-
surface, a stud, projecting from said contact-
surface and provided with a laterally-project-
ing head and a socket-plate adapted to be se-
cured in the wall of the casketflush with the
outer surface thereof, said socket-plate being
provided with an aperture having a narrow
extension and adapted to receive the said
stud and to interlock therewith.

2. A casket-carrier comprising a grip pro-
vided at its upper end with a flat contact-
surface at right angles therewith, studs pro-
jecting from said flat contact-suriace, a lat-
arally-extended head on each stud and a
socket-plate adapted to be secured in the wall
of the casket flush with the outer surfacc
thereof, said socket-plate being provided with
apertures cach having a narrow extension
and adapted to receive one of said studs and
to interlock therewith.

3. A casket-carrier comprising a curved
orlp provided at its-upper end with a hori-
zontally-extending arm having an upper flat
contact-surface at right angles with the grip,
upwardly-projecting studs, on said contact-
surface, a laterally-extending head oif each
stud and a socket-plate adapted to be secured
over an elongated recess in the wall of the
casket and flush with the outer surface, said
socket being provided with apertures each
having a narrow extension and adapted to
receive one of said studsand tointerlock with
said studs.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I affix my signature, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 16th day of June,
A. D. 1899,

ANDREW KIRCITER.

Witnesses:

C. CLARENCE POOLE,
CHARLES W, I,
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