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0 all whonv it may concern:

Be it known that we, CLAYTON O. bHUPERT |

and WILLIAM STROOP citizens of the United
States, residing at Deyton in the county of
Montn'omery and State of Ohio, have invented
certain new aund useful Imprm ements in Siz-
ing-Boards for Assorting Tobacco; and we do
declare the following tobea full, clear, and ex-

act description of the invention, such as will

enable others skilled in the art 130 which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon
which form a part of this specification.
Ourinvention relates toanimproved sizing-
board for use in assorting tobacco as it comes
from the grower-and possesses the novel and
advantageous features hereinafter described.
When tobaccois delivered by the farmeror
producer to the packer or shipper,itisin bulk

form and has to be assorted by hand and’

the different lengths arranged in separate
bunches.
vention to provide convenient means for fa-
cilitating this work of assorting consisting of
a 51z1nﬂ*-board that 1is suPporta,ble 1n a con-
Vement position for the assorter to perform
the work of laying the sprigsof tobacco there-
on to measure the sizes thereof. To this end
the board is provided with a series of cross-
lines with figures and marks indicating the

different sizes or lengths of the tobacco, the

sald lines being provided in such a manner
as to prevent their defacement or oblitera-
tion from usage, and, further, toprovide such

board with a convenient cutting-blade for cut-.

ting the ends of the sprigs to pIOdllGe the re-
qmred lengths when necessary.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a top plan view of ourimproved sizing-board,
parts of the table upon which it is supported
being broken away. Fig.2isa side edge ele-
vation of said board. This view shows the
incline of the board when in an operative po-
sition.

tive ends.
A is a metallic end plate made rigid to the

table B. 'This plate has a V—sheped cutting
edge o provided in one of its vertical edﬂ'es |

The sizing-board C is held in position at one
end by this plate, against which it is pressed
by a wire frame 0, whieh fits in a groove ¢ in

It is therefore the object of ourin-

Figs. 3and 4 are views of the respec-

the end of the board. The said frame is se-
cured by wire staples to a raised part fof the
tableadjacent theend of the board. Aspring

g exerts a strong pressure on the wire frame

b to press it in the groove, and thereby the
end of the board is eeeurely held in an ele-
vated position on the incline shown in Fig. 2.
The grooved end of the hoard also has short
grooves ¢, in which the vertical parts of the

wire frame fit, and thus the board is pre-

vented from moving in anydirection. When
the said board is not in use, it may be re-
leased from the spring-frame by pressing the

latter out and lowering the elevated end of
said board to a flat position on the table, as

shown by the dotted lines in Fig. 2. The

spring-frame 1s then allowed to close down

upon the board to hold it in such position.
The board is provided with a series of trans-
verse lines f’', consisting of strips of walnut

or other contrasting material which is inlaid

in the face of the board so that the lines pro-
duced thereby will not become obliterated
from usage. ‘Between the lines thus made
are plaeed figcures and other marks which in-
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dicate the various lengths of the tobacco, the |
assorter laying each sprigof tobacco upon the .

board to ascertain its length, after which
those of similar lengths are placed in piles
and made into hands. Some of the lengths
or sizes indicated on the board are standard
sizes and are preferred to other sizes. These
preferred sizes may be obtained by cutting
the ends off of thosesprigs which do not meas-
ure the exact p1 eferred len ﬂ'the but come near
thereto.

Having described ourinvention,we claim—

1. In a sizing-board for assorting tobacco,
the combm&mon of a vertical end plate, a
sizing-board having a scale thereon by which
the various sizes of tobacco are ascertained,
the said board having a groove in one end,
and a spring-pressed frame secured adjacent
to sald grooved end of the board and fitting

‘in saild groove whereby the said board is sup-

ported in an inclined position with its lower

end held securely against the end plate.
2. A new article of manufacture, compris-

ing a sizing-board having its face provided
with a series of inlaid strips of a color con-
trasting from that of the board and provid-
ing a series of transverse lines, figcures and
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other marks between said lines forming a In testimony whereof we affix our signa-

T

scale for the measurement of tobaececo, an end | tnres in presence of two witnesses.
plate against which one end of said board is
secured, said end plate havinga cuttingcdge,
and a spring-pressed frame at the other end
of said board engaging therewith to support Witnesses:

said board in an inclined position, as and for WILLIAM POHLMANN,
the purposes specified. - _ R. J. McCARTY.

CLAYTON O. SHUPERT.
WILLIAM STROOP.
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