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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HERMAN W. TIMMONS,
of Groveland, county of Putnam, and State of
Indiana, have invented a certain 'n ew and use-

ful Fence-Post Bracket; and I do hereby de-

clare thatthefollowing is a full, clear, and ex-
act desceription thereof, reference being had to
the accompanying drawin gs, in which like fig-
ures refer to like parts.

Thisinvention relates to a bracket for E:.up-
porting the wires in a wire fence.

The object of the invention is to provide &
simple economical bracket that will loosely
support the wires and permit them to freely
contract or expand, also to adjust the bear-

ing of the wires on the brackets where the
ground 1s somewhat irregular.

Another object is, along with simplicity, to |

have a bracket that 18 easﬂv putin place and
secured and is very strong and durable.
The full nature of my invention will more

fully appear from the accompanying draw-

ings and the desceription and claims following.
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
of a wire fence, showing my post-brackets
supporting the wires. Fig. Il1s a side eleva-
tion of a post with some of my brackets in
various positions to illustrate the manner of
attaching and using them. Fig. 111 is a plan
view of a bracket-wire with the nail removed.

In detail the wires 1 are supported on the

fence-posts 2 by the brackets which I have
invented.

The bracket in i1ts prefel able form and ar-
rangement comprises a nail 3 and a wire 4,
whlch forms the body of the bracket. The
wire 4 has a coil at one end to receive the
nail. This may consist of but one coil; but
the better construction by far is the forma-
tion of a series of coils 5, so that the coiled
end of the wire 4 will be held out at a sufii-
cient distance from the post to hold the fence-
wire loosely. It is ecommon in constructing
wire fences to secure the wires only to end
posts and to permit them to have free move-
ment longitadinally through the supporting-
brackets. From the coiled end the wire 4 ex-
tends for some distance in a straight line and
then bends at a rather sha,rp ann*le at 6 to-
ward the post when put in place, thus form-
ing the leg or portion 7, whose length is sub-
stantm]ly the same as "the series of coils 5

and the two are substantially parallel, thus

forming practically two legs for the bracket.
The leg or portion 7 is at the point 8, where
it would engage the post, bent again to form
what may be called the foot 9. This portion 9
when the bracket is secured to the post there-
fore extends substantially parallel with and
lies directly against the face of the post. At

1 10 the wire is again bent at a rather sharp

angle to form the sharpened prong11, where-

| by such end of the bracket may be secured

to the post. In using this device thenail and
wire 4 are preferably fastened together, as
shown in Fig. II; but they may be used sepa-
rately by driving the nail through the nail-
hole 12, as seen in Fig. III, into the post.
In constrneting a fence of this kind the
posts are first set, and then the wires are se-
cured at each end tothe two big end posts at
each énd of the entire fence and are stretched
taut. Then the fence-builder with a suit-
able gage proceeds to mark on the posts the
places where brackets are to be secured.
Then the brackets which are shown herein
aredriven inonly partially, as seen in the up-
per and lower ends of Fig.1I. In such posi-
tion the wire portion of the bracket can be

| rotated on the nail soas tosupport the fence-

wire either above or below the nail, as may
be desired. The strands of wire are then
picked up and placed in the open brackets.
If any post be on account of the irregularity
of the ground set somewhat lower than the
posts on either side, so that the draw of the
fence-wire would be upward, the pracket 1s
turned down into the position shown at the
lower end of Fig. Iland the fence-wire placed
below the nail, as is more fully shown in the
left-hand post of Fig.I. 1If, however,the pull
of the wire hecause of the 1:)051131011 of the post
would be downward, as with the right-hand

post in Fig. I, the wire of the bracket is

turned upwal*d into the position shown at the
upper end of Fig. II and thé fence-wire is
dropped in the bracketon the nail. Then the
nail is driven into the post and also the prong
11. This latter is easily done because of the

flat foot portion 9, which enables the prong
to be hammered. With the ability to thus
turn the bracket on the nail the pull of the
wire can always be brought against the nail
or stronger end of the bracket

rather than
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against the other or weaker end thereof. DBe- !

cause of the position of the foot 9 of the
bracket directly against or partially em-
bedded in the surface of the post it tends to
hold the leg 7 and the portion 4, as well as
the coil of the bracket, as far outward as the
head of the nail will permit, so that the foot
9 has the two functions explained. The se-
ries of coils 5 not only strengthens the bracket
at the point of great resistance, but affords
and secures means for holding the nail in the
proper position before it is secured and while
1t 18 being secured to the post and greatly re-
inforces the nail to resist the downward or
upward pull of the fence-wire, as the case
may be.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

631,138

1. A fence-post bracket including a wire
with a series of coils at one end to form a leg
for the bracket and to receive a nail and the
other end bent to form a corresponding leg,
and means for securing both ends to a post.

2. A fence-post bracket including a nail, a
wire coiled several times about the nail to
form a leg for the bracket, the other end of
the wire being bent to form a corresponding
leg and also a foot with a prong at the end
for securing it to the post.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 3o
hand this 15th day of February, 1898.

HERMAN W. TIMMONS.
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Witnesses:
V. H. LOCKWOO0D,
R. D. IIAWKINS.
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