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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, JAMES H. NICHOLS, a
citizen of the United Sta,tes residing at Akron,
in the county of Summit al_;ld State of Ohio,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Wagon Platforin-Gears; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to platform-gearing
for wagons; and it consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the parts here-
inafter fully described and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 i1s a plan view
from below of a wagon platform-gear con-
structed according to this invention. .Ifig. 2
is a side view of the same.

A is the longitudinal center bar of the plat-

form.

B are the two side bars or futchells.

C is the front cross-bar, which is curved or
straight, as may be desirable, and which 1s
secured to the front end portions of the cen-
ter barand side barsin anyapproved manner.

D is the center cross-bar, secured under the
center bar and side bars, and K is the circular
track for the fifth-wheel, secured on the up-
per side of the platform over the cross- bm D
and the center bar A.

F is a metallic socket beemed on the upper
side of the center bar A and the side bars at
the rear end of the platform. The socket If
is provided with depending flanges f, which
cover the rear end of the center bar A and the

rear side portions of theside bars and thereby

prevent the side bars from spreading.

G is a bracket secured to the under side of
the center bar A at itsrearend. The bracket
(G has a projection g at its rear end, which

bears against the middle flange / of the

bracket F, and thereby prevents the bracket
I' from moving rearward and the bracket G
from moving forward. The bracket (x has a
curved hook-shaped projection H at the mid-
dle of its front end, and % are blocks arranged
one on each side of the plo;]ectlon H and a
little in front of it.

I is the rear cross-bat‘ of the platiorm, se-

cured under the bracket G in any approved
manner.

| brackets F and G and through the center bar

I A and secures all the said parts together.
J is a looped truss-rod, the loop of which

engages with the hook-shaped projection H.

The end portions 5 of the truss-rod bear
against the blocks /2 and exert an upward
pressure upon them, which strengthens the
center bar A between the cross-bars D and 1.
The end portions 9 of the truss-rod also bear

| on the center cross-bar D and support the

circular track E. The front end portions of
the parts J are connected to the front part of
the platform in any approved manner.

I are brackets secured to the front cross-

bar, and & are nuts screwed on the front end
portions of the parts 7 and bearing against
‘the brackets K, so as to secure the truss-rod
under tension and enable it to support the

center bar A and the circular track. Any
other approved means may be used for con-
necting the front end portions of the truss-

rod to the front part of the platform, and the

platform may be made of any approved form
and construction in carrying out this inven-
tion. |

What I claim is— -

1. In a platform-gearing, the combination,
with a platform, of a bracket secured on the
under side of the rear part of the said plat-
form and provided with a curved hook-shaped
projection and blocks arranged one on each
side of the said projection, anda looped truss-
rod engaging with the said projection and

‘bearing upward on the said blocks and hav-

ing its end portions connected with the front

| p&rt of the platform Substantlally as set forth.

2. In a platform-gearing, the combination,
with a platform, of a bracket secured to the

under side of the rear part of the said plat-

form and provided with a projection at its
rear end which projects over the rear end of
the platform and prevents the bracket from
moving forward, said bracket having also a
pro,]ectmn at its front end, and a truss-rod

engaging with the last sald projection and

bearlnn‘ upwald on the middle part of the
platfm m and having its front end connected
with the front part of the platform, substan-
tially as set forth. |

3. In a platform-gearing, the combination,

A bolt 7 is passed through the | with a platform provided with alonmtudlnal
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bar and side bars, of a socket secured on the
upper side of the rear portion of the platform
and provided with depending flanges which
bear against the said bars, a bracketsecured
on the under side of the platform and pro-
vided at its rear end with a projection which
bears against the middle flange of the said
socket, said bracket having also a projection
at its front end, and a truss-rod engaging
with the last said projection and bearing up-
ward on the middle part of the platform and
having its front end connected with the front
partofthe platform,substantially as set forth.

4. In a platiorm-gearing, the combination,
with a platform, of a bracket secured on the
under side of the rear part of the said plat-
form and provided with a projection at its

3

rear end which projects over the rear end of
the platform and prevents the bracket from
moving forward, said bracket being also pro-
vided at its front end with a curved hook-
shaped projection and blocks arranged one
on each side thereof, and a looped truss-rod
engaging with the last said projection and
bearing upward on the said blocks and on the
middle part of the platform and having its
end portions connected with the front part of
the platform, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

JAMES H. NICHOLS.

Witnesses:
CHAS. ESSELBURN,
MAUD A. GOSTLIN.
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