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1o all whom it may eoncern.:

Be it known that we, HARRY A. BOSTWICK
and ROLLA B. BOSTWICK, citizens of the
United States of America, residing at Pitts-

s burg, in the county of Allegheny and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Stamp-Moisten-
ers and Envelop-Sealers, of which the follow-
ing is a specification, reference being had

ro therein 1;0 the accompanying drewmﬂ's

- Our invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in stamp and envelop |

molsteners. |
The object of our invention 1s to construct
15 a machine of this character which will feed,
cut, and apply stamps to an envelop, as well
as moleten the envelop to allow of the ad-
hesion of the stamp thereto, as well as to
moisten the flap of the envelop for sealing
2o the same.

Our invention finally consists in the novel
combination and arrangement of parts here-
inafter more fully desecribed, and partleula,rly
pointed out in the claims.

In describing the invention in detall refer-
ence is had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, wherein
like numerals of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts throughout the several vViews
30 thereof, and in which—

qure 1 is a perspective view of our im-
proved apparatus, showing the envelop at-
tached to a part of the machine for moisten-
ing its flap. Fig. 2is aside view of a portion

35 of our 1mproved machine. Fig. 3 is an in-
verted side view of a portion of our improved
machine. Fig. 4 is a-perspective view of the
stamp-cutting device. Fig. 5 is a vertical

25

sectional view of a portion of our improved
Fig. 6 is a vertical sectional view

10 machine,
of the stamp-cutting knife secured to the side
of the plunger for causing the stamp to ad-
here to the envelop.- FKig. 7is a longitudinal
sectional view thereof. Ifig. 8 is a cross-sec-

45 tional view of the stamp- euttmﬂ' knife and
plunger of the lower portion thereof Fig. 9

is a perspective view of the bracket in whleh
is secured a spring for actuating the stamp-
cutting knife.

50 Referrmﬂ‘ to the drawings by reference-nu-
merals, 1in dicates a suitable base ,upon which |

| is mounted the mechanism for moistening the
flap of the envelop, as well as the casing in
which operates the various parts for feedmﬂ*
the stamps, cutting thesame, and for moisten- 5k
ing the front of the envelop to allow the stamp
to adhere thereto, which is done by means ot
a plunger. This frame or casing consists of
the triangular sides 2 3, in which is arranged
a 1eeepteele 4 to receive the water 5, the one 6o
side of this receptacle 4 being formed by a
partition 6.

7 indicates the front of the frame or casing
and operating between the partition 6 and the
front 7 is a hollow plunger 8, which is sub- 65
stantially oblong in shape and has slidably
connected to the one side thereof the stamp-
cutting knife 9. This knife 91s connected by
means of the pin 10, which operates through
the slot 10, to a bracket 11, which isarranged 70
within the plunﬂ'eI and the bracket 11 has
arranged between the saine and the bottom
of the plunger a resistance-spring 12. |

13 indicates a lug formed on the inner face
of the cutting-knife, as shown,and is adapted 75
to abut awalnst the lug 14, formed on the
outer face of the partition 6. The plunger
and stamp-cuftting knife are operated by
means of a handle 15, operating through an

| openmﬂ' formed in the top 16 of the frame or 8o

casing.  The handle 15 is hollow and has ar-
ranged therein a resistance-spring 17, which
compresses on the downward movement of
the handle by means of a rod 17', which is
arranged in the top of the frame or easmg, as 85
ehown and causes the same when the pres-
sureis taken off to resume 1ts normal position.
The sides 2 3, as well as the partition 6 and
front 7, are eut away at their bottom to al-
low of the insertion on the base of the en- go
velop, stamp, and a part of the operating
mechanism.

Mounted between the sides 2 3 of the frame
or casing is a shaft 18, which has mounted
thereon a roll of stamps 19. These stamps 935
are adapted to be drawn through the friction-
rollers 20 21, which are mounted within the
frame or easmg, as shown.

- The shafton which the upper f1 iction-roller
20 is mounted has mounted on its outer end 100
a gear-wheel 22, which is operated by differ-
ent1al gears 29, Whl@h are mounted to a suit-
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able shaft 24, suitably secured in the side 2
of the casing.
24 1s an operating-rod therefor 25, having a
dog or pawl 26 secured on its outer face,
adapted to operate the gears.

27 indicates a stud or pin formed on the up-
perend of the rod 25, by whieh itis connected
to the lever-rod 28. This lever-rod 28 is piv-
otally connected to a rod 29, which operates
through the plunger 8.

30" indicates a lever-rod, which is formed
with an elongated slot mounted on the rod 29,
as shown, and pivotally connected to the side
2 of the frame,asat31. Mounted on the rod
29, on the opposite end thereof, is an operat-
ing-lever 30 for the pad 32. 'This lever 30 is
formed with an elongated irregular slot 33 to
allow of the operation of the rod 29 therein.
The lever 30 is pivotally connected to the side
5 of the casing, as at 34.

30 Indicates a pipe connection between the
water-receptacle 4 and the pad 32 for feeding
water thereto.

Mounted upon the platform 1 is a water-

reccptacle 36, which is connected by the pipes
57 38 to a pad 39, which rests upon the sup-

port 40.

41 indicates a suitable bearing or bracket,
1n which is mounted the friction-rollers 42 43,
1'his bearing is secured to the base by means
of the set-screws 44, operating in the slot 45.
Providing the base with the slot and securin o
the bracket thereto by means of the set-serews
allows the bracket or bearing in which the
frietion-rollers are mounted to be adjustable
to different position when desired. -

46 Indicates a stop, which is arranged on
the outer face of the side 2 and arrests the
downward movement of the rod 25.

47 and 48 indicate a pair of guides formed
on the inner face of the plunger 8, between
which the stamp-cutting knife operates.

1The operation of our improved device is as
follows: Assuming that the parts are in the
position as shown in Fig. 4 of the drawings,
the plunger is forced downward by the han-
dle 15, carrying the knife 9 therewith. At the
same time the pad 32 is carried over the face
of the envelop 49 and moistens the same by
means of the pipe connecting the same with
the water-receptacle. The knife coming in
contact with the stamp will cut the same, and
the plunger will press the same firmly upon
the face of the envelop, thereby causing the
same toadhere thereto. Inthe meantime the
rods 28, 30, and 30" will be in the position
as shown in dotted lines in Figs. 2 and 3. It
will be readily apparent that by means of the
dog 26 the friction-roller 21, by its gear con-
nections, will revolve, drawing the stamp
therethrough to its proper position to be cut
and pasted upon the envelop.

The moisting device shown on the base for
the flap of the envelopis operated as follows:
The flap is placed between the pad 39 and the
support 40, which moistens the adhesive sub-
stance thereon, and it is drawn through the

FFormedintegral withtheshaft

}
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friction - rollers 42 43, thereby sealing the
same.

It will of course be observed that the pad
52 1s perforated to allow the water to pass
therethrough and moisten the upper face of
the envelop, as well as the pad 39 being per-
forated to allow of the water to pass through
the pipes 37 38 from the water-receptacle 36,
so 1t will moisten the adhesive substance on
the flap of the envelop. When the plunger
18 forced downwardly, carrying the knife 9
therewith, and as the lug 13 engages the lug
14, the movement thereof will be arrested.
Owing to the compression of the spring 17 on
the downward movement of the pilunger when
the same is released the parts will resume
their normal position.

It will be noted that various changes may
be made in the details of construction with-
out departing from the general spirit of our
invention. |

Having thus fully described our invention,
what we claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a device of the kind described a base
or support, a casing or frame mounted on the

sald support, a spring-actuated plunger op-
erating in the said casing or frame, a spring-
actuated stamp-cutting knife connected to
the said plunger, and means for arresting the
downward movement of the said knife, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. In a device of the character described a
base or support, a casing or frame mounted
thereon, aspring-actuated plunger operating
in the said casing or frame, a spring-actuated
knife connected to the said plunger, means
formed integral with the one side of the said
knife for arresting its downward movement,
a palr of friction-rollers arranged within the
casing or frame, a shaft adapted to receive
a roll of stamps arranged within the said cas-
ing or frame, and means connected to the
sald plunger adapted to operate one of the
sald friction-rollers, when the plunger is op-
erated, substantially as set forth.

3. In a device of the character described a
base or support, a frame mounted on the said
support, a water-receptacle arranged in the
said frame, a dampening - pad, connections

between the said dampening-pad and said

water -receptacle, operating means for the
sald pad, a spring-actuated plunger arranged
within the said frame suitably connected to

the operating means for the pad, a spring-ac-

tuated knife suitably connected to the said
plunger, means formed integral with the one
side of the said knife for arresting its down-
ward movement, substantially as set forth.

4. In a device of the character described a
base or support, a frame mounted on the said
support, a water-receptacle arranged in the
sald frame, a dampening-pad, connections
between the said dampening-pad and said
water - receptacle, operating means for the
sald pad, a spring-actuated plunger arranged
within the said frame suitably connected to
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the operatiiig means for the pad, a spring- |

actuated knife snitably connected to the said
plunger, means formed integral with the one
side of the said knife for arresting its down-
ward movement, a pair of friction -rollers
mounted within the said frame, a shaft adapt-
ed to carry a roll of stamps arranged in the
said frame, and means connected to the said
plunger for operating one of the said friction-
rollers thereby unwinding the roll of stamps,
substantially as set forth.

5. In a device of the character described a
base or support, a frame mounted on the said

support, a water-receptiacle arranged in the

said frame; a dampening-pad, connections
between the said dampening-pad and said
water - receptacle, operating means for the
said pad, a spring-actuated plunger arranged
within the said frame connected to the oper-
ating means for the pad, a spring-actuated
knife suitably connected to the said plunger,
means formed integral with the one side of
the said knife for arrestmo' its downward
movement, a pair of friction- 1ollers mounted
within the saild frame, a shaft adapted to
carry a roll of stamps arr&nged in the said
frame, rods connected to the said plunger,
and means connected to one of the said rods
for operating one of the said friction-rollers
thereby unwinding the roll of stamps, sub-
stantially as set forth.

6. In a device of the character described a
base or support a casing or frame mounted

“thereon suitably cut away at the lower por-

tion of the front thereof, a plunger arranged
in the said casing, a handle connected to the
said plunger for operating the same, a spring

‘arran cged in the said handle, means for com-

pressing the said spring on the downward

40 movementof the handle and plunger, aspring

actuated stamp-cutting knife coinnected to
the said plunger, means formed integral with
the one side of the said knife for arresting its
downward movement, a water-receptacle ar-
ranged in the said frame or casing, a dam-
pening -pad, connections between the said

dampening-pad and said water-receptacle;

and means connected to the said plunger for
operating the said dampening-pad on the op-

45

eration of the plunger, substanually as set 50

forth.

7. In a device of the character described a
base or support, a frame or casing mounted
on the said support, a partition arranged in
the said frame or casing, a lug formed on the
outer face of the said casing, a spring-actu-
ated plunger operating in the said casing, a
bracket arranged within the said plunger, a
spring arranged between the said bracket and
the bottom of the said plunger, and a stamp-
cutting knife having a lug formed on its in-
ner face adapted to engage the lug formed on
the said partition suitably connected to the
said bracket, substantially as set forth.

8. In a device of the character described a
base or support, a frame or casing mounted

thereon, a spring-actuated plunger operating
in the said casing, said plunger provided with

a pair of guides on the inner face thereof,
and a spring-actuated stamp-cutting knife
yieldingly connected to the said plunﬂ'er op-
erating between the said guides, substantially
as set forth
In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in the presence of two witnesses.
HARRY A. BOSTWICK.
ROLLA B. BOSTWICK.
Witnesses:
JOHN NOLAND,
II. C. EVERT.
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